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LET  me  say  before  going  any  furtber  that  I  have  no 
intention  of  makiiisj  this  an  extended  autobiography 
dealing  chiefly  with  my  experiences  in  poultry  culture. 
I  don't  feel  old  enough  yet  for  that.  The  article  in 
the  last  issue  gave  enough  of  my  early  interests  in  poultry  to 
show  how  naturally  and  logically  it  came  about  that  when  out 
of  health,  and  looking  for  some  occupation  which  would  give 
ine  outdoor  air  and  exercise,  I  was  attracted  toward  poultry 
keeping. 

In  this  article  I  will  teil  something  of  how  I  started  in 
business  poultry  keeping,  not  attempting  a  complete  story  of 
what  I  planned  or  did,  but  simply  considering  a  few  points 
where  my  experience  taught  me  lessons 
which  many  others  need  and  might  as  well 
get  without  paying  quite  so  dear  for  it. 

An  interest  in  poultry  was  only  one  of 
the  reasons  which  took  me  into  the  poultry 
business  —  and  not  the  mo>t  important  rea- 
son, either.  As  most  others  have  done,  still 
do,  and  will  probably  cor  tinue  to  do  In  antic- 
ipating the  pleasures  and  profits  of  poultry 
culture,  I  regarded  poultry  keeping  as  an 
easy  employraen^  affording  a  good  income  on 
a  very  limited  amount  of  capital  —  provided 
one  understood  the  business;  and  I  thought 
I  undcr^lood  something  altout  it,  i.  e.,  I 
knew  bow  to  take  care  of  a  few  dozen  bens 
an<l  a  few  scores  of  chicks,  and,  of  course, 
five  hundred  hens  was  only  ten  times  fifty, 
etc. 

Then  there  was  another  very  potent  rea- 
son, i.  e.,  there  seemed  to  be  just  as  if  made 
for  the  occa.sion  an  especially  good  opening  for 
some  one  to  go  into  poultry  keeping  where 
we  were  then  located  in  Colorado.  Poultry 
produce  —  good  poultry  and  eggs — were  very 
hard  to  get,  and  even  poor  stufT  commanded 
fairly  good  prices. 

So  after  a  good  deal  of  thinking  and  fig-  ' 
uring,  and  some  Investigation,  I  decided  to 
go  into  poultry  keeping,  estimating  that  after 
I  got  the  plant  established  I  could  make  a  very 
comfortable  living  for  the  few  years  I  would 
remain  in  the  business,  and  that  both  then 
and  while  ljuildiug  up  the  plant  I  would  have 
time  to  study  and  make  some  progress  In  prep- 
aration for  the  professional  work  I  bad  In 
view. 

It  may  as  well  be  written  down  here  th:it  I 
never  found  the  leisure  time  for  study  that  I 
expected  to  find.    For  six  of  the  seven  years 
that  I  remained  in  the  business  I  did  Utile 
reading  except  while  eating  my  meals,  and  no 
studying  at  all.    For  the  first  two  years  my 
health  was  such  that  I  found  it  took  all  the 
strength  I  had  to  do  the  work  on  the  plant  I 
had  laid  out,  though  it  was  not  near  a  man's 
full  work.    After  that  I  found  that  there  was 
always  more  work  to  do,  always  enough  to 
occupy  all  my  time,  though  with  restored 
health  and  strength  I  was  able  to  work  hard 
and  constantly  and  accomplish  a  good  deal.    Though  "  writ- 
ing" was  right  "  in  my  line,"  and  I  had  the  best  will  in  the 
world  to  write  for  the  poultry  press,  I  wrote  almost  nothing 
until  1B96,  when,  as  the  result  of  an  accident,  I  found  my- 
self again  unequal  to  regulay  day's  works  physically,  and 
began  to  occupy  a  part  of  my  enforced  leisure  In  writing  for 
F.-P. 

Without  intending  any  reflection  on  any  writer  for  the 
poultry  press,  I  may  say  that  my  own  Inability  to  do  much 
with  poultry  ami  write  much  about  what  I  was  doing,  sup|de- 
mented  by  the  ilifticiilly  which,  as  an  editor,  I  have  experi- 
enced in  getting  contributions  from  poullrymen  best  qualified 
by  exp»'rience  lo  write  about  poultry  matters  has  made  me 
skeptical  about  the  accomplishments  of  people  who  profess  to 


be  doing  a  great  deal,  and  who  I  can  see  are  writing  a  great 
deal  at  the  same  time.  The  fact  is,  that  to  write  passably  well 
—  to  put  his  thoughts  together  in  such  shape  as  he  is  willing 
that  they  should  go  to  the  public — one  must  either  have  leisure 
free  from  interruptions,  or  be  a  professional  with  writing  his 
principal  vocation. 

All  this  Is  but  incidental  to  my  beginnings  in  poultry  culture. 
When  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  go  into  the  business  the  first 
thing  to  do — so  I  thought  at  that  time  —  was  to  buy  land  and 
begin  to  build,  and  then  buy  stock  for  a  start.  I  bought  such 
poultry  books  and  iiapers  as  T  had  been  familiar  with  years 
before.    Wright's      l'r:irtlr;il  Poultry  Keeper"  came  first. 


The  Jfassive  Ligitt  lirahma. 
First  Light  Brahma  Cock  at  Boston,  1S9S. 
Ttulliiis  Bi'us.,  Woodville,  Mass. 

Then  I  subscribed  to  the  Poultry  World,  to  ihe  American 
Agriculturist,  and  to  several  olher  papers  having  poultry 
departments.  After  receiving  the  first  copy  of  the  Poultry 
World,  I  bought,  I  think,  most  of  the  books  advertised  In  it. 
and  in  the  few  weeks  before  I  got  to  work  on  the  plant  l  ead 
them  all  carefully  and  thoroughly.  As  a  result  of  my  reading 
I  was  more  than  satisfied  that  the  poultry  business  was  just 
what  I  wanted,  and  I  was  naturally  In  a  great  hurry  to  begin. 
By  the  way,  in  buying  books,  I  bought  two  that,  so  far  as  my 
observation  goes,  it  is  quite  unusual  f'>r  the  beginner  to  buy. 
These  were  "  The  Standaid  of  Perfeclion  "  and  "  The  Philos- 
ophy of  Judging."'  Whether  I  gained  anything  by  buying 
them  In  advance  of  my  preparation  to  understand  them  I  am 
not  able  even  now  to  say. 


Guided  partly  by  the  literature  I  was  reading,  and  partly  by 
my  own  ancient  impressions,  I  selected  several  varieties  of 
thoroughbred  poultry  to  be  established  on  my  plant,  each  from 
one  original  pen,  and  while  deciding  where  to  buy  these, 
bought  in  the  local  markets  some  ten  dozen  hens  and  pullets  of 
mixed  ancestry  to  use  for  layers  the  first  winter,  and  for 
sitters  and  mothers  in  the  spring.  I  tried  to  buy  thorough- 
bred stock  in  the  vicinity,  but  could  find  very  little.  I  bought 
some  very  good  S.  C.  Browu  Leghorns  from  a  local  fancier, 
and  from  the  same  man  bought,  very  cheap,  a  few  Light 
Bralimas,  which  he  very  frankly  informed  me  were  quite 
luff  riu:  ( i  imens  of  that  breed.  He  was  right.  At  the  same 
time  they  had  enough  of  the  qualities  of  the 
breed  that  are  attractive  to  me  to  make  me 
want  better  ones,  and  the  next  fall  I  sent  east 
first  for  two  breeding  yards  and  a  reserve 
male  at  an  average  price  of  two  dollars  per 
bird,  and  then  to  the  same  breeder  for  a  trio 
at  ten  dollars.  I  felt  a  little  bit  restless  about 
paying  ten  dollars  for  three  birds,  l)Ut  the 
breeder  assured  me  that  the  cockerel  and  one 
pullet  that  he  would  send  me  were  either  of 
them  worth  that  money,  and  that  be  made 
the  special  price  simply  to  advertise  bis  stock 
and  to  get  a  few  of  his  really  creditable  birds 
into  my  hands,  and  not  have  those  who  might 
see  his  Brahmas  in  my  yards  judging  his 
stock  by  the  two  dollar  class. 

This  breeder  "made  good"  his  promises. 
I  could  see  as  soon  as  I  uncooped  his  birds 
that,  as  compared  with  the  others,  these 
were  worth  what  he  said  they  were.  As  I 
bred  from  them,  and  as  I  came  to  know  more 
of  the  breed,  I  had  no  occasion  to  change 
that  opinion.  Indeed,  it  was  years  before  I 
produced  a  female  as  good  as  the  best  pullet 
In  this  trio,  though  within  a  few  seasons  I  had 
males  that  were  much  better  than  the  cock- 
erel. I  bought  stock  several  times  afterward 
from  this  bleeder  without  occasion  for  com- 
plaint. Yet  a  few  years  later  he  was  practi- 
cally forced  out  of  the  business  either1)i>cause 
of  his  unsatisfactory  treatment  of  his  custom- 
ers generally,  or  because  papers  he  owed  for 
advertising  took  up  and  made  much  of  a  few 
complaints. 

This  ten  dollar  trio  was  my  Initiation  into 
paying  high  prices  for  stock  (though  I  never 
went  to  extremes  In  that  direction).  Encour- 
aged by  results  of  this  investment,  I  paid  fif- 
teen dollars  for  a  Brown  Leghorn  male  the 
next  season,  and    three    dollars  each  for 
females.     In  the  following  year  I  bought  a 
White  Leghorn  male  for  twenty  dollars,  but 
did  not  have  the  good  fortune  with  him  I 
had  with  the  others,  perhaps  because  he  was 
unfortunate  in  the  conditions  under  which  I 
compared  his  breeding  value  with  that  of 
some  other  AVhite  Leghorn  stock  I  had.  I 
bought  this  other  stock  for  a  mere  song  from  a 
local  fancier   who  had  bought  his  original 
stock  for  a  big  price  at  a  state  fair  some  years  before.  The 
figure  at  which  it  was  offered  me  was  so  low  that  I  took  it 
without  seeing  it  before  it  was  delivered  to  me,  and  wheu  it 
came  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  an  additional  oUl  male 
—  the  original  one — which  the  seller  had  not  thought  it  worth 
while  to  mention — a  bird  which  to  my  taste  in  Leghorns — 
was  just  about  right.    Old  as  be  was  he  proved  an  excellent 
l)reeder,  while  the  twenty  dollar  bird  as  I  had  him  mated 
turned  out  a  very  ordinary  one.    What  he  might  have  done 
another  year  I  don't  know,  as  he  died  while  molting. 

My  first  year  as  a  breederof  pure  bred  stock  was  a  complete 
failure,  so  far  as  getting  established  was  concenwd.  Of  all 
the  varieties  I  bought,  not  one  lireil  satisfactorily.  The  Brown 
Leghorns  came  nearest  it,  but  even  they  were  far  from  what  I 
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wanted.  I  presume  the  trouble  was  that  my.  apprecia- 
tion of  the  tine  points  in  fowls,  while  perhaps  never  of 
the  keenest,  still  grew  faster  than  it  was  possible  for  the 
produce  of  fowls  of  the  grade  I  started  with  to  improve. 
All  my  two  dollar  stock  was  represented  as  well  bred 
and  sure  to  produce  a  good  proportion  of  chickens  better 
than  the  originals.  I  could  not  see  that  any  of  it  ful- 
filled this  promise.  To  tell  the  whole  truth  the  better 
birds  were  never  any  too  numerous,  even  from  the 
best  birds  I  have  ever  bought  or  bred— or  seen  bred. 

How  far  the  breeding  failures  of  this  tirst  year  were 
due  to  the  stock,  and  how  far  to  the  effects  of  climate 
on  the  stock,  has  always  been  an  open  question  with 
me.  At  the  time,  having  had  little  opportunity  to 
observe  various  effects  of  change  of  climate  on  stock, 
I  attributed  all  to  the  stock.  I  thought  later,  when 
the  opportunity  to  prove  the  case  was  gone,  that  some 
of  the  varieties  would  probably  have  given  better  results 
if  bred  a  second  year,  but  at  that  time  I  was  some- 
what disgusted  with  most  of  them,  and  made  plans  for 
the  second  season  which  contemplated  either  replacing 
each  variety  with  different  and  (I  hoped)  better  stock 
of  the  same,  or,  where  there  were  a  few  passable 
females,  buying  good  males  to  improve  the  stock,  or 
giving  up  the  variety  altogether. 

I  made  practically  a  new  start  the  second  year, 
putting  a  good  deal  of  money  into  breeding  stock. 
Kesults  were  much  more  satisfactory,  but  it  took  me 
another  season  to  begin  to  ,'earn  to  breed  only  from  a 
few  selected  specimens,  and  still  another  to  get  to  the  point 
of  putting  that  theory  in  practice. 

There  were  other  things  that  I  learned  slowly  (though  not 
more  slowly  than  the  average  beginner  In  poultry  culture) ; 
so  slowly  that  I  sometimes  wonder  now  when  people  talk 
about  learning  faster  when  working  for  themselves  than  when 
working  under  instructions  if  the  one  working  for  himself 
really  does  learn  any  faster.  It  took  me  about  three  seasons  to 
learn  to  get  rid  of  cull  chicks  as  fast  as  it  was  evident  that  they 
were  culls,  and  to  learn  that  so  far  as  selling  at  a  profit  for 
breeding  purposes  was  concerned  the  average  beginner  needs 
to  hold  only  about  one  in  ten  or  twelve  of  his  male  chicks. 

Some  of  the  other  lessons  of  marketing  ^  learned  quicker. 
To  save  the  middlemen's  profit  I  began  peddling  my  eggs  and 
poultry  from  house  to  house.  It  was  disagreeable  work  to  me 
at. first,  and  the  drumming  up  of  new  trade  was  never  agree- 
able; but  after  I  had  a  good  line  of  customers  with  whom  I 
felt  well  acquainted  I  rather  liked  taking  their  orders  and 
delivering  their  goo<ls. 

In  this  part  of  my  work  1  soon  found  that  there  is  a  good 
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deal  of  fiction  in  the  demand  for  strictly  fresh  eggs  and  choice 
poultry  at  premium  prices.  There  are  many  people  who  will 
tell  you  that  they  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  pay  an  extra 
price  for  good  goods,  who,  when  you  have  the  goods  to  sell, 
yob  find  will  not  buy  at  all  unless  they  can  buy  cheap.  It  is 
the  same  way  with  the  demand  for  fancy  fowls.  I  put  in 
several  breeds  at  different  times  because  there  seemed  to  be  a 
strong  inquiry  for  them,  and  discovered  later  that  it  was 
merely  a  curious  inquiry,  and  that  when  people  saw  the  breeds 
with  others  they  would  not  buy  them. 

Another  lesson  I  learned,  and  learned  well  the  first  year  was 
— not  to  doctor  sick  fowls.  I  put  a  good  deal  of  time  in  that 
winter  doctoring  and  nursing  a  few  sick  fowls.  I  was  quite 
proud  of  my  cures,  too,  but  after  trying  to  grow  a  crop  of 
chicks  from  the  fowls  that  had  been  cured  of  bad  cases  of 
roup  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  had  better  devote  my  time 
and  energy  henceforth  to  the  care  of  well  fowls  and  let  the 
sick  ones  take  care  of  themselves,  with  the  help  of  nature, 
until  it  became  clear  that  they  would  not  mend,  then  kill 
them. 


In  my  building  and  in  the  general  "lay  out"  of  my 
plant  I  made  comparatively  few  mistakes.  The  build- 
ings were  not  such  as  I  would  use  now  in  conditions 
which  suited  me,  l)Utthey  suited  the  conditions  1  had  to 
work  under  then  very  well. 

The  two  most  serious  mistakes  I  made  were,  using 
clay  to  fill  the  floors  of  pens  in  one  house,  and  build- 
ing a  fifty  foot  house  of  matched  flooring.  The  clay 
mistake  was  easily  remedied.  The  other  I'did  not 
feel  fully  responsible  foi-.  I  asked  the  carpenter  who 
built  my  dwelling  house  if  matched  flooring  used  to 
cover  a  building  would  shrink  enough  to  make  the 
building  leaky.  He  said  not  if  it  was  well  seasoned 
and  painted.  I  took  special  care  to  avoid  shrinkage, 
hut  it  did  shrink  so  badly  that  I  shingled  sides  and  roof 
afterwards. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  ltS91  that  I  first  ran  across  a 
copy  of  Farm-Poultky,  then  in  its  second  volume.  I 
was  more  than  pleased  with  the  paper  so  "different" 
from  others  of  that  day,  and  at  once  subscribed  for  it 
and  bought  all  the  back  numl>ers.    T  suppose  I  had  then 
the  same  conception  of  the  limitations  of  the  editor  that 
many  readers  have  today.     I  used  to  feel  that  i\Ir. 
Hunter  needed  to  get  west  for  awhile,  and  I  believe  it 
was  in  large  measure  due  to  my  urgent  letters  to  hiiu 
on  this  point  that  in  the  early  part  of  1891  he  took  a  trip 
as  far  west  as  Pueblo  and  Denver,  this    being,  I  think 
the  first  long  trip  of  the  kind  ever  made  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  poultry  paper. 
I  don't  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  attempt  any  complete 
story  of  my  poultry  life.  Much,  if  not  most,  of  what  I  learned 
in  the  seven  years  of  life  on  a  poultry  plant  has  been  written 
in  fragments  into  Farm-Pol  ltry  in  the  last  seven  years.  '  e 
accident  referred  to  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  work  my 
own  plant,  and  after  trying  it  for  a  year  with  what  help  I 
could  get  I  concluded  that  inasmuch  as  according  to  the 
physicians  it  would  take  several  years  to  develop  whether  the 
injury  would  show  worse  effects  or  those  then  present  would 
pass  off',  and  as  I  had  already  stayed  in  the  business  two  years 
longer  than  I  had  originally  planned  to,  and  was  making  no 
special  use  of  educational  training  previously  acquired  at 
some  cost  of  time  and  money,  I  decided  to  quit,  come  east  and 
prepare  myself  to  take  up  professional  woi  k  as  soon  as  in  con- 
dition to  do  so.    It  was  when  this  plan  became  known  to  the 
then  editor  of  Farm-Poultry  that  he  made  a  proposition  for 
work  that  would  occupy  a  part  of  my  time,  that  led  me  into 
poultry  journnllsm  and  eventually  into  the  editorship  of  this 
paper. 


Care  of  Pigeons  In  Hot  Weather  and  Molting 


OUITE  a  drawback  to  raising  squabs  is  the  possibility 
of  serious  loss  in  the  summer  season  and  while  the 
birds  are  molting  or  shedding  the  old  feathers  and 
growing  the  new  supply  or  coat.  This  latter  pro- 
cess, in  a  large  flock,  may  continue  from  early  summer  to  late 
in  fall  —  not  that  an  individual  bird  is  usually  that  long  in 
shedding,  but  some  birds  do  not  begin  to  throw  off"  the  old  and 
put  on  the  new  until  others  have  completed  the  process. 

Care  is  necessary  during  the  hot  days  to  keep  the  flock  in 
the  best  possible  condition  of  health,  for  the  "dog  day'' 
weather  is  attended  with  sufficient  ills  —  hot  and  muggy  days 
with  excessive  humidity,  cool  nights,  making  extremes  of 
temperature,  aud  often  heavy  beating  rains,  so  that  a  bird  in 
good  health  has  a  trying  time  to  keep  well  without  the  extra 
strain  of  molting. 

The  attention  which  I  have  found  necessary  and  profitable 
is  not  unusual  or  particularly  irksome,  but  may  be  best  called 
doing  the  l  ight  things  at  the  right  time  and  keeping  every- 
thing "shipshape,"  as  the  old  captain  would  say,  and 
I  will  discuss  the  matter  under  the  topics  of  clean- 
liness and  food  supplies. 

Cleanliness  —  Clean  Houses  a  Big  Help. 

I  consider  it  necessary  to  a  bird's  health  that  the  hou.'e, 
nests,  fly,  water  fountains,  bath  pans,  and  feeding 
troughs,  in  fact  all  the  surroundings  and  belongings  be 
kept  all  the  time  in  the  best  possible  condition  as  to 
cleanliness.  In  this  position  many  large  breeders 
disagree  with  me,  in  practice  at  least,  if  not  in  theory, 
and  some  claim  that  it  is  natural  for  pigeons  to  live 
among  filth,  asd  I  am  well  aware  that  the  condition  of 
their  birds'  houses  afford  a  disgusting  example  of  their 
theory  and  practice.  Being  so  situated  that  I  can  know 
of  the  success  of  many  nearby  establishments,  some  of 
them  very  much  larger  than  my  own,  I  can  say  that  I 
have  not  yet  learned  from  them  that  there  is  more 
profit  in  filthy  houses,  and  I  shall  continue  with  the 
extra  cost  of  keeping  my  houses  as  clean  as  I  can. 

The  house  should  be  whitewashed  at  the  beginning  of 
summer,  using  crude  carbolic  acid  in  the  wash  — a  tea- 
spoonful  to  two  gallons — and  covering  the  entire  inte- 
rior, paying  special  attention  to  getting  it  into  all  crevices 
and  corners,  the  sides  and  movable  bottoms  of  the  nests. 
A  good  plan  would  be  to  have  an  extra  set  of  these  board 
bottoms  for  the  breeding  pens,  and  this  set  cnu'd  be 
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whitewashed  at  leisure,  and  less  time  be  consumed  in  the 
pens.  This  whitewashing  should  not  be  commenced  until 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  or  until  the  birds  have 
fully  fed  the  squabs,  and  two  persons  should  be  at  work  in 
the  same  pen  at  the  same  time  so  as  to  finish  as  speedily  as 
possible.  If  the  birds  which  have  eggs  in  nests  do  not  enter 
and  resume  sitting  during  the  work,  it  had  better  be  discon- 
tinued after  half  an  hour  until  the  next  day,  but  usually 
if  cure  is  taken  not  to  be  noisy  or  sudden  motions  made,  the 
birds  will  continue  on  nests  and  very  little  disturbance  will  be 
caused. 

Clean  Feeding  Troughs. 
The  feeding  trough  must  be  well  inspected  at  each  feeding 
and  any  filth  removed,  and  it  is  well  to  give  the  trough  a 
whitewashing  occasionally  to  keep  it  sweet  and  clean.  Mo^t 
particularly  must  any  portion  of  feed  remaining  over  from 
previous  feeding  be  removed  before  new  quantity  is  given. 
This  may  seem  to  some  a  needless  piecaution — but  when  it  is 


Narranansflf  Turkeys. 
This  liulf-toiie  cut  is  from  a  iili')to.  nj;nlt-  lioni  a  snapshot  at  a  magnificent  Xai- 
sett  gobbler  on  :i  Ithode  Island  fai  ni  last  summer.  Tlie  hird  was  very  shy,  and 
almost  impossible  to  get  a  "  shot  at  him  close  euougli  to  get  a  goocl  pi  10 to.  for 
duclion.  We  tliink,  liswever,  that  this  cut,  tliougU  not  wliat  we  would  like  it 
will  give  an  idea  of  the  fine  body  of  a  good  specimen  of  this  breed. 


remembered  that  fermentation  quickly  begins  in  the  hot  days 
ills  well  to  take  extra  trouble.  Sometimes  during  the  warm 
spell  one  or  more  birds  may  have  indigestion  and  vomit  food 
while  feeding  —  in  which  case  the  sound  grains  cling  to  the 
moistened  mass  and  all  become  ferraenteil  in  the  time  between 
feeding.  Any  bird  partaking  oi  this  heated  grain  stands  a 
good  chance  of  cholera,  and  I  always  prefer  throwing  away  a 
small  quantify  of  feed  left  over  rather  than  run  the  risk  of 
losing  many  birds  with  the  disease. 

Clean  Bathing  Pans. 
The  pans  in  which  the  birds  take  their  daily  bath  can 
become  a  decided  menace  to  the  health  of  the  flock.  Some 
birds  will  always  drink  when  they  enter  the  bath,  and  if  the 
pan  has  become  fouled  and  slimy  from  want  of  cleaning,  the 
birds  may  be  sickened  by  drinking  the  impure  water.  The 
best  way  to  manage  the  bathing  pans  is  to  let  the  birds  have 
the  use  of  them  for  half  an  hour  only,  when  they  should  be 
emptied  and  turned  upside  down.  This  prevents  the  birds 
fouling  them,  as  would  be  possible  if  not  emptied  anil 
allowed  to  stand  all  day  and  catch  the  droppings  of  the 
birds.  In  the  latter  case  some  birds  would  persist 
in  drinking  the  foul  water.  A  coat  of  lime  wash  such 
as  used  in  the  summer,  say  once  a  week,  would  be 
helpful  in  keeping  them  clean  and  sweet  and  could  do 
no  possible  injury  to  the  birds. 

Clean  Water  Fountains. 
A  pure  water  supply  is  absolutely  essential  to  carry 
birds  safely  through  dog  day  weather,  and  no  supply, 
however  pure  and  sparkling,  can  remain  so  if  given  in 
Impure  f>  untains. 

The  fountains  must  be  carefully  inspected  and 
thoroughly  washed  every  morning,  and  as  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  reach  far  inside  a  stone  fountain  with  a  small 
brush  which  should  always  be  used  in  cleaning,  I 
recommend  the  use  of  shot  or  small  stones,  shot  size 
to  assist  In  cleaning.  Nor  do  I  put  entire  dependence 
In  these  helps  in  cleaning,  but  use  a  strong  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  in  connection  with  the  shot.  Another  good 
way  to  clean  and  disinfect  Is  to  run  in  each  fountain  a 
pint  of  the  lime  wash  of  the  consistency  of  cream  and 
revolve  the  fountain  so  that  the  whole  of  the  interior 
may  receive  a  coating  of  the  wash.  It  would  do  no  hurt 
to  let  it  remain  over  night  and  rinse  out  in  the  morning, 
not  being  particular  to  get  out  every  particle  of  lime,  for 
its  presence  will  not  be  harmful  to  the  bird's. 
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Clean  Flif. 

The  sis  inch  coatiiii;  of  >anJ  in  the  lly  $houI>l  be  renewed  at 
the  beainniui;  of  summer.  The  old  sand  shouUI  l)e  wheeled 
out  and  the  clean  put  in  and  evenly  spread  so  that  the  floor  of 
the  fly  be  made  level.  At  least  once  a  week  a  fine  toothed  ruke 
should  be  used  to  gather  any  accumulation  of  dropping;?,  ;iiid 
the  latter  removed  to  the  munure  heap,  which  should  be  under 
cover,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  birds.  If  the  manure  ht  ap 
should  be  exposed  to  the  rain,  and  near  the  birds,  the  fun.es 
of  ammonia  from  the  fermenting  heap  would  be  so  strong  as 
to  injure  the  eyes  of  the  birds,  if  not  positively  menacing  their 
health. 

The  supply  of  water  should  be  renewed  at  the  evening  feed- 
ins,  and  always  given  before  the  feed,  so  as  not  to  disturb  the 
birds,  as  would  be  the  case  if  the  feed  was  furnished  lirst,  :ind 
after  they  had  crowded  around  and  eating,  the  pen  aguin  i)e 
entered  with  the  fountains. 

Pure  Supplies  —  Absuhdely  I'ure  Grains  a  Necessity. 

Of  lirst  importance  in  the  supplies  furnished  pigeons  i>  the 
food  question.  In  my  previous  articles  I  have  constantly 
insisted  that  the  grains  given  birds  must  be  of  absolntely  A  1 
quality,  and  during  the  hot  season  especially  double  care  must 
be  used,  and  all  supplies  rigidly  inspected  to  see  that  they  are 
up  to  standard,  and  if  no'.,  rejected.  If  anyone  thinlis  I  am 
too  strenuously  insistent  on  absolutely  sound  grains.  I  would 
suggest  be  eat  of  a  mass  of  heated  grain  and  note  the  etl'ect  on 
his  own  system,  but  I  advise  that  he  have  his  family  physician 
within  easy  call  when  he  attempts  the  experiment. 

During  these  hot  days  decay  sets  in  so  speedily  that  if  food 
be  exposed  to  moisture  and  heat— the  ideal  conditions  neces- 
sary to  fermentation — the  mass  is  soon  spoiled.  For  this  rea- 
son I  am  very  careful  in  getting  only  a  small  supply  of  cracked 
corn  at  a  time — never  for  more  than  a  week, 
and  insist  that  it  be  freshly  crackeil.  I  keep 
it  in  a  dry  place  and  inspect  it  about  feed- 
ing time  to  see  if  it  is  sweet.  Usually  I  have 
no  trouble  in  using  it,  for  I  feed  inside  the 
bouses,  and  never  outside  where  sudden  rains 
would  dampen  the  mas<,  and  the  hot  sun 
succeeding  would  cause  sourness  in  a  short 
time. 

The  supply  of  charcoal,  grit,  shells,  and  salt 
must  be  carefully  renewed,  and  the  boxes  in 
which  they  are  furnished  be  examined  daily, 
and  if  fouled  by  any  sick  bird  the  whole  taken 
out  and  renewed.  Of  course  it  is  understoml 
that  any  sick  bird  should  be  instantly  removed 
from  the  others  and  placed  in  a  •'hospital" 
until  death  or  recovery  ensues. 

What  I  have  said  above  applies  to  the  care 
of  birds  during  the  hot  weather,  but  as  the 
molting  season  begins  before  the  hot  days 
are  done,  the  remarks  apply  with  equal  force 
to  this  period.  When  it  is  realized  that  the 
process  of  throwing  off  a  coat  of  old  feathers 
and  growing  a  new  one  is  one  causing  a 
great  strain  on  the  strength  of  the  bird,  it 
can  be  understood  that  the  bird's  condition 
should  be  carefully  strengthened  and  kept  as 


vigorous  as  possible.  To  do  this  1  know  of  nothing  so  help- 
ful as  to  see  that  the  bird  has  pure  food,  and  not  have  its 
system  weakened  by  unsound  grains.  A  little  reflection  will 
teach  us  that  a  case  of  diarrhea  In  the  human  kind  is  exceed- 
ingly weakening,  and  a  slight  attack  is  often  sulficient  to  compel 
absence  from  business  for  a  day  or  more  and  eating  toast 
and  rii-e,  etc.,  and  it  is  quite  conceivable  thiit  a  bird's  system 
Is  no  less  susceptible  to  weaknesi  from  a  like  cause. 

Special  Feeds  for  Moltinij. 

I  have  never  done  much  in  the  matter  of  giving  special 
grains  which  are  supposed  to  be  helpful  in  thinning  off  the 
feathers.  Some  recommend  feeding  somewhat  liberally  of 
hemp  during  this  period.  I  caution  all  against  too  liberal  a 
feed  of  this  rich  grain,  as  I  have  noticed  a  tendency  to  cause 
vertigo,  and  any  specially  rich  food  during  warm  days  may 
possibly  cause  tierangement  of  digestion,  and  so  I  have  gone 
on  in  my  accustomed  way  and  taking  great  care  of  the  quality 
of  the  grains  feci.  Flaxseed  is  also  used  by  some,  and  while 
I  have  not  used  it  largely  myself  I  do  not  apprehend  any  111 
effects  from  its  moderate  use. 

Tonics. 

I  do  find  it  helpful,  especially  in  the  warm  season,  to  give  a 
tonic  to  tone  up  the  system,  and  I  have  not  found  anything  so 
serviceable  as  the  compound  tincture  of  gentian,  putting  a 
tablespoouful  to  a  gallon  of  drinking  water  once  a  week.  I 
use  it  every  Sunday  morning. 

Sireet  Fern  Tea. 
U  the  birds'  bowels  become  too  loose  at  any  time  I  tind  an 
excellent  remedy  in  sweet  fern  tea.    I  gather  the  leaves  in 
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August  and  dry  them  in  the  shade,  and  store  them  in  strong 
paper  bags.  I  make  the  tea  by  boiling  a  double  handful  of 
the  leaves  In  about  two  gallons  of  water,  letting  It  boil  away 
one  half,  when  I  strain  and  put  it  away  in  bottles  or  jugs,  out 
of  the  reach  of  freezing.  When  r.eeded  I  use  a  teacupful  of 
the  tea  to  two  gallons  of  water,  putting  il  in  the  fountains. 

Fhtckinrj  Feathers. 

All  young  birds,  especially,  should  have  their  tail  quilk  (and 
it  would  do  no  damage  to  include  some  of  the  wing  quills) 
pulled  out  at  the  beginning  of  the  molting.  I  have  done  this 
so  many  times  without  noting  any  ill  effects  that  I  recommend 
it  particularly  for  young  birds  in  their  first  molt.  My  usual 
practice  in  removing  young  from  the  house  in  which  they 
were  hatched  is  to  do  so  when  about  six  weeks  old,  at  which 
time  they  are  fully  able  to  fly  about  and  feed  themselves.  I 
then  put  them  in  a  separate  pen,  and  as  each  bird  is  placed  in 
the  new  quarters  I  pull  out  the  tail  quills.  To  do  this  the  bird 
must  be  held  firmly  In  the  left  hand,  when  a  sudden  pull  will 
remove  all  the  tail  quills  at  one  time. 

Lice. 

I  have  not  referred  to  the  necessity  of  having  the  birds  free 
from  lice  during  the  molting  season.  I  keep  my  birds  free 
from  these  pests  all  the  time.  If  any  flocks  have  been 
neglected  and  the  birds  are  troubled  with  lice,  it  is  imperative 
that  they  be  gotten  rid  of  before  the  molting  begins,  or  the 
breeder  will  likely  pay  a  good  price  for  his  carelessness.  These 
pests  cause  a  great  drain  on  the  system,  and  when  numerous, 
death.  In  my  early  experience  I  had  a  great  and  notable 
battle  with  lice,  and  vividly  remember  all  the  incidents  of  the 
famous  struggle,  and  I  then  resolved  that  one  such  engage- 
ment would  suffice  for  my  whole  life,  and  it 
has.  I  have  no  lice,  except  now  and  then  the 
long  feather  louse  which  do  not  seem  trouble- 
some, for  I  find  them  only  on  the  wings.  When 
It  is  known  that  a  single  pair  of  lice  are  said  to 
increase  to  125,000  in  twelve  weeks  one  can 
well  see  the  utter  folly  of  anything  short 
of  extermination.  I  say  it  is  not  necessary  to 
have  lice  about  one's  premises;  others  say  it 
cannot  be  helped.  I  have  heard  of  some 
parents  who  cannot  keep  lice  out  of  their 
chiidren's  heads,  but  they  are  a  helpless 
sort  of  man  critter. 

It  pays  to  keep  birds;  it  pays  to  carefully 
select  food  ;  it  pays  to  use  pure  water;  it  pays 
to  keep  all  surroundings:  it  pays  to  keep 
the  flock  free  from  lice;  it  pays  to  have  only 
a  loss  of  two  per  cent  of  the  entire  flock  in 
a  year.  When  I  learn  any  way  by  which  I 
can  reduce  this  loss  with  any  less  labor  and 
care  than  I  am  now  constantly  giving,  I  shall 
unhesitatingly  adopt  any  such  changes  in  my 
management;  but  until  then  W'Uiam  pro- 
poses to  manage  his  squab  plant  in  the  same 
old  way. 

W.M.  E.  Rk'k. 


Wanted --A  Poultryman  to  Trust  With  $5,000 


EDITOR  Farm-I'ol'Ltry  :  —  Your  valuable  arlii  li  . 
"Shall  He  Go  Into  Poultry  Keeping  or  Not,"  in  the 
.July  15ih  issue  encourages  me  to  put  another  case 
before  your  judgment. 
I  am  thirty-three  years  old,  married,  without  children,  in  :i 
well  salaried  position,  but  am  very  fond  of  country  life  as 
well  as  of  poultry.  I  have  s.5,000  cash,  and  should  like  to 
Invest  it  in  poultry.  My  only  experience  with  poultry  I  have 
gained  by  keeping  a  flock  of  fifteen  to  twenty  hens  for  a 
Kouple  of  years.  I  do  not  want  to  give  up  my  position  in  the 
city  before  1  see  that  I  am  successful  with  poultry.  I  luive 
thought  of  employing  a  man  who  understands  poultry  keep- 
ing, not  paying  him  wages,  but  giving  him,  say,  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  net  profits.  Now  It  is  difficult  to  find  a  man  perfectly 
trustworthy  to  let  him  work  with  my  $5,000.  Can  you  give 
me  any  suggestions  or  advice  concerning  this  matter? 

M.  T. 


Ordinarily  I  should  throw  the  above  letter  In  the  waste 
basket  because  it  is  not  signed  with  the  full  name  of  the  writer, 
and  thus  I  have  no  guarantee  of  his  good  faith,  and  no  means 
of  finding  out  whether  he  is  stating  a  real  or  a  fictitious  case. 
However  that  may  be,  he  brings  up  some  points  that  may  be 
of  interest  to  a  number  of  other  readers. 

.Suppose  a  man  with  85.000,  or  any  other  substantial  sum, 
which  he  wishes  to  Inve-t  in  poultry,  provided  he  can  find  a 
trustworthy  man  to  handle  it  for  him.  Where  can  he  find 
such  a  man'" 

In  these  diys  if  one  doesn't  find  what  he  wants  In  plain 
sight  be  asks  for  It  —  In  other  words  he  advertises.  Mr.  T. 
should  advertise  for  a  man.    To  make  the  ad.      pull"  he 


should  make  the  "5.000  '  very  prominent.  The  country  Is  full 
of  men  who  are  very  sure  that  they  could  make  a  fortune  out 
of  poultry  in  a  very  short  time  If  they  had  §5,000  to  use  as 
they  i)leased,  and  could  devote  it  to  carrying  out  their  Ideas 
of  poultry  keeping.  Most  of  them  would  not  be  able  to  show 
an  exacting  seeker  after  the  facts  that  they  had  ever  done 
anythingwith  poultry  that  warranted  supposing  it  likely  they 
could  handle  the  §5,000  to  good  advantage,  but  few  wouki 
hesitate  on  that  account  to  come  forward  and  try  for  the 
position  —  if  the  proposed  plan  of  compensation  Is  kept  In  the 
background  during  the  earlier  negotiations. 

That  idea  is  one  that  appeals  to  the  average  would  be  poul- 
try manager  only  when  considerably  modified.  He  does  not 
have  to  know  much  about  the  business  to  know  that  it  will 
be  some  months,  or  even  a  year  or  two  before  there  is  any  net 
income.  Meanwhile  he  must  live.  Therefore  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  his  employer  should  either  pay  him  wages  or 
advance  money — by  pothecating  their  joint  ho|ies  profits. 

Then  as  to  the  division  of  the  income.  Fifty  per  cent  is 
more  than  the  owner's  share.  He  cannot  reasonably  expect 
his  money  in  the  hands  of  another  in  such  a  business  as  this 
to  earn  him  more  than  ten  per  cent.  Xo  poultryman  who 
l)ad  any  grounils  for  thinking  that  he  could  take  $5,000  and 
Investing  It  in  poultry  make  enough  to  give  him  fair  compen- 
sation for  his  labor  out  of  fifty  per  cent  of  the  net  income 
would  be  so  foolish  as  to  be  satisfied  with  only  fifty  per  cent. 
If  a  man  has  done  with  poultry,  or  with  anything  else,  work 
th:it  indicates  such  ability  as  that,  he  will  not  find  it  at  all 
difficult  to  get  men  who  will  lend  him  money,  at  ordinary 
rates  of  interest,  to  invest  in  the  business  in  which  he  has 
shown  such  proficiency.  Though  In  most  cases  it  Is  not  wise 
to  borrow  money  to  go  into  poultry  keeping,  a  man  of  demon- 


strated capacity  to  make  money  with  poultry  would  be  justi- 
fied in  doing  so. 

No.  I  hardly  think  Mr.  T.  would  find  a  poultryman  ready- 
to  fall  in  with  his  plan  as  outlined  in  the  above  letter.  Should 
say  that  if  he  did,  that  of  itself  would  condemn  the  candidate. 
If  he  wants  to  put  the  S5.(K')0  in  poultry  let  him  wait  until  he 
finds  a  competent  and  trustworthy  man  and  theu  let  him  wait 
long  enough  to  make  sure  that  his  judgment  of  the  man  is 
right  and  that  they  can  get  along  together. 

Such  men,  while  scarce,  are  to  be  found  occasionally.  There 
are  a  good  many  poultrymen  doing  business  on  too  small  a 
capital  who  could  probably  do  well  for  a  man  like  Mr.  T. 
But  the  most  likely  of  these  would  hesitate  a  long  time  before 
relaxing  their  bold  on  what  they  have  and  through  which 
tliey  expect  to  win  through  to  better  things,  to  take  up  a 
proposition  which  they  might  have  to  drop  before  long  and 
begin  all  over  again. 

It  is  the  old  question  that  has  been  brought  up  so  many 
times.  A  proprietor  that  is  not  a  practical  poultryman  that  a 
poultryiuan  can  work  for  and  get  along  with  is  as  hard  to  find 
as  a  trustworthy  poultryman. 

In  conclusion,  a  few  words  to  readers  who  think  they 
could  take  proper  care  of  Mr.  T.  and  his  capital.  Don't  write 
to  me  for  his  address.  I  don't  know  it.  But  as  a  man  who 
sends  an  editor  a  communication  signed  only  with  initials 
which  may  not  be  correct  deserves  some  punishment,  I  wii! 
give  you  all  the  clues  to  his  identity  I  ca».  His  letter  is  dated 
from  South  Orange.  N.  J.,  and  is  postmarked  Newark,  N.  J. 
If  any  of  you  can  locale  him  and  convince  him  that  you  are  fit 
for  his  job.  success  to  your  eflorts.  I  only  hope  that  you  will 
not  be  able  to  convince  him  unless  you  really  are  capable.  If 
both  capable  and  couvinciug,  may  your  venuire  l)C  a  stuvess. 


The  History  of 


Premonitory  Symptoms  of  the  Disease. 

1WAS  sitting,  one  afternoon  in  ttie  summer  of  1849,  in  my 
little  parlor  at  Roxbury,  conversing  with   a  friend, 
leisurely,  when  he  suJilenly  rose,  and,  passing  to  the 
rear  window  of  the  room,  remarked  to  me  with  con- 
siderable enthusiasm  : 

"What  a  splendid  lot  of  fowls  you  have,  B  .  Upon 

my  word,  those  are  very  fine  indeed  — do  you  know  it?" 

I  bad  then  been  breeding  i)Oultry  (for  my  own  amusement) 
many  years;  and  the  specimens  I  chanced  at  that  time  to 
possess  were  rather  even  In  color,  and  of  good  size;  but  were 
only  such  as  anyone  might  have  had  —  bred  from  the  common 
stock  of  the  country— who  had  taken  the  same  pains  that  I  did 
with  mine. 

There  were,  perhaps,  a  dozen  birds  at  the  time  in  the  rear 
yard,  and  my  friend  {then,  but  who  subsequently  passed  to  a 
competitor,  and  eventually  turued  into  a  sharp  but  harmless 
enemy)  was  greatly  delighted  with  them,  as  I  saw  from  his 
enthusiastic  conversation,  and  his  laudation  of  their  merits. 

I  am  not  very  fast,  perhaps,  to  appreciate  the  drift  of  a 
man's  motives  in  casual  conversation — and  then,  again,  it  may 
be  that  I  am  "  not  so  slow  "  to  comprehend  certain  matters  as 
I  might  be.  At  all  events,  I  have  sometimes  flattered  myself 
that  on  occasions  like  this  I  can  "  see  as  far  into  a  millstone  as 
can  he  who  picks  it ;  "  and  so  I  listened  to  my  friend,  heard  all 
he  had  to  say,  and  made  up  my  mind  accordingly  before  he 
left  me. 

"  I  tell  you,  B  ,  those  are  handsome  chickens,"  he 

insisted.  "I've  got  a  fine  lot  myself.  You  keep  but  one 
variety,  I  notice.    I've  got  'em  all." 

"All  what?"  I  iuquii-ed. 

"Oh,  all  kinds — all  kinds.  The  Chinese,  and  the  Malays, 
and  the  Gypsies,  and  the  Chittaprats,  and  the  ^yang  Hongs, 
and  the  Yankee  Games,  and  Bengallers,  and  Cropple  Crowns, 
and  Creepers,  and  Top-knots,  and  Gold  Pheasants,  and  Bull 
Dorkings,  and  English  Games,  and  Black  Spanish,  and 
Bantams  —  and  I've  several  neio  breeds,  too,  I  have  made 
myself  by  crossing  and  mixing  in  the  last  year,  which  beat 
the  world  for  beauty  and  size  and  excellence  of  quality." 

"Indeed!"  I  exclaimed.  "  So  you  have  made  several  new 
breeds  <.\ur\ng  one  year's  crossing,  eh?  That  is  remarkable, 
doctor,  certainly.  I  have  never  been  able  yet  to  accomplish 
so  extraordinary  a  feat  myself,"  I  added. 

"Well,  /  have,"  said  the  doctor — and  i)robably,  as  he  was  a 
practicing  physician  of  several  years  experience,  he  knew 
bow  this  reversion  of  nature's  law  could  be  accomplished.  I 
didn't. 

"  Yes,"  he  continued,  "  I  have  made  a  breed  I  call  the 
'Plymouth  Rocks,' — superl)  birds,  and  great  layers.  The — a — 
'Yankee  Games,'  —  regular  knock  'em  downs  —  rather  fight 
than  eat  any  time,  and  never  flinch  from  the  puncture  of  steel. 
Indeed,  so  plucky  are  these  fowls  that  I  think  they  rather  like 
to  be  cut  up  than  otherwise — alive,  1  mean.  Then  I've 
another  breed  I've  made  —  the  'Bengal  JJountain  Games.' 
These  are  smashers — never  yield,  and  are  magnificent  in  color. 
Then  I  have  the  'Fawn  Colored  Dorkings,'  too,  and  several 
other  fancy  breeds  that  I've  fixed  up;  and  fancy  poultry  is 
going  to  sell  well  in  the  next  three  years,  you  may  be  sure. 

Come  and  see  my  stock,  B  ,  won't  you?   And  I'll  send 

you  anything  you  want  from  it  with  pleasure." 

I  was  then  the  editor  of  a  weekly  paper  in  Boston.  I 
accepted  my  friend's  kind  invitation,  and  traveled  forty  miles 
and  back  to  examine  his  poultry.  It  looked  well,  ve)-?/  well; 
the  arrangement  of  his  houses,  etc.,  was  good,  and  I  was 
gratified  with  the  show  of  stock,  and  with  his  politeness;  but 
he  was  an  enthusiast;  and  I  saw  this  at  the  outset.  And 
though  I  heard  all  he  had  to  say,  I  could  not,  for  the  life  of 
me,  comprehend  how  It  was  that  he  could  have  decided  upon 
the  astounding  merits  of  all  these  difterent  breeds  of  fowls  in 
so-short  a  space  of  time  —  to  wit,  by  the  crossings  in  a  single 
year.  But  that  was  his  afl'air,  not  mine.  He  was  getting  his 
fancy  poultry  ready  for  the  market,  and  he  repeated,  "  it  will 
sell  bye  and  bye." 

And  I  believe  it  did,  too.  The  doctor  was  right  in  this 
particular. 

lie  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  exhibit  several  speci- 
mens of  his  fowls  shortly  in  Boston,  and  soon  afterwards  I 
met  with  an  advertisement  in  one  of  the  agricultural  weeklies 
signed  by  my  friend,  the  doctor,  the  substance  of  which  was 
as  follows : 

Notice.— I  will  exhiliit  at  Quincy  Market,  Boston,  in  a  few 
days,  sample  pairs  of  my  fowls  of  the  following  pure  breeds, 
namely:  Cochin  China,  Yellow  Shanghai,  Black  Spanish, 
Fawn  Colored  Dorkings,  Plymouth  Rocks,  White  Dorkings, 
Wild  Indian,  Malays,  Golden  Ilamburgs,  Black  Polands, 
Games,  etc.,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  the  stock  of  other 
fanciers  at  the  above  place,  to  compare  notes,  etc. 

•This  article  is  a  reprint  oi  Cliaps.  I.— HI.  o£  tlie  Ijook  of  that  title  Ijy 
Geo.  P.  Bunil)uni.  Tills  book  lias  loiij;  been  out  of  pi  int,  and  copies  of 
it  are  rare  and  much  prized  by  tliose  inlerested  in  poultry  liceratuie. 
To  fully  appreciate  its  mixture  of  fact  aud  fiction  the  reader  should 
know  somelliing  o£  the  mood  iu  which  the  book  was  written.  Mr. 
r.uruham  wrote  it  at  the  close  of  the  first  boom  in  line  poultry  In  Amer- 
ica. He  did  not  foresee  how  after  the  first  inevitable  reaction  the 
Interest  was  to  extend  and  keep  on  extending.  If  he  had,  he  niiRht 
liave  been  careful  not  to  show  himself  to  his  readers  as  the  phototype 
of  fanciers  not  overburdened  with  scruples.— Ed.  F.-P. 
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The  above  was  the  substance  of  the  "  notice"  referred  to; 
and  the  doctor,  coming  to  Boston  shortly  afler,  called  upon 
me.  I  showed  him  the  Impropriety  of  this  movement  at  once, 
and  suggested  that  some  spot  other  than  Quincy  Market  should 
be  chosen  for  the  proposed  exhibition,  in  which  I  would  join, 
provided  an  appropriate  place  should  be  selected. 

After  talking  the  matter  over  again,  application  was  made 
to  an  agricultural  warehouse  In  Ann  street,  or  Blackstone 
street,  I  believe;  the  keepers  of  which  saw  the  advantages 
that  must  accr.ue  to  themselves  by  such  a  show  (which  would 
necessarily  draw  together  a  great  many  strangers,  out  of 
whom  they  might  subsequently  make  customers) ;  but,  at  my 
suggestion,  this  very  stupid  plan  was  abandoned  — even  after 
the  advertisements  were  circulated  that  such  an  exhibition 
would  come  ofl"  there. 

Upon  final  consideration,  it  was  determined  that  the  first 
exhibition  of  fancy  poultry  in  the  United  St;ites  of  America 
should  take  place  in  November,  1849,  at  the  Public  Garden, 
Boston. 

The    "  Cochin   Chinas." —  Bubble  Number 
One. 

A  public  meeting  was  soon  called  at  the  legislative  hall  of 
the  statehouse,  in  Boston,  which  had  the  eft'ect  of  drawing 
together  a  very  goodly  company  of  savans,  honest  farmers, 
amateurs,  poulterers,  doctors,  lawyers,  flats,  fanciers,  and 
humbugs  of  one  kind  or  another.  /  never  attended  one  of  the 
meetings,  and  only  know,  from  subsequent  public  and  private 
"reports,"  what  occurred  there. 

On  this  first  occasion,  however,  after  a  great  deal  of  bosh 
and  stuff  from  the  lips  of  old  men  and  young  men  who 
possessed  not  the  slightest  possible  shadow  of  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject  proposed  to  be  discussed,  it  was  finally 
resolved  that  the  name  for  the  (now  defunct)  association  then 
and  there  formed  should  be  "  The  New  England  Society  for 
the  Improvement  of  Domestic  Poultry." 

Now,  the  only  objection  I  ever  raised  to  this  title  was  that  It 
was  not  sufficiently  lengthy.  When  applied  to  for  my  own 
views  on  the  subject.  I  recommended  that  it  should  be  called 
the  "Mutual  Admiration  Society."  But,  though  I  was  thought 
a  great  deal  of  by  its  members  —  especially  when  the  concern 
was  short  of  funds  —  in  this  case  they  thought  my  proposed 
title  was  altogether  too  applicable;  and  the  original  name, 
above  quoted,  was  adhered  to. 

I  was  honored  with  the  office  of  vice-president  of  the 
society  for  Massachusetts ;  to  which  place  I  was  re-elected 
annually,  I  believe,  until  the  period  of  its  death.  For  which 
honor  I  was  not  ungrateful,  and  in  consideration  of  which, 
"as  in  duty  bound,  I  have  ever  prayed  "  for  the  association's 
prosperity  and  weal. 


August  1<3 
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The  first  name  that  was  placed  upon  the  list  of  subscribers 
to  the  constitution  of  this  society  was  that  of  his  excellency 
George  N.  Briggs,  formerly  governor  of  this  commonwealth. 
He  was  followed  by  a  long  list  of  "  mourners,"  most  of  whom 
probably  ascertained  within  five  years  from  the  hour  when 
they  subscribed  to  this  roll,  that  causing  the  cock's  spur  to 
grow  between  his  eyes  was  not  quite  so  easy  a  thing  to 
accomplish  as  one  "experienced  poultry  breeder"  at  this  meet- 
ing coolly  asserted  it  to  be.  How  many  attempted  this 
experiment,  (as  well  as  numerous  others  there  suggested  as 
feasible),  I  am  not  advised;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
those  who  did  try  it  found  it  to  be  "all  in  their  eye." 

While  these  gentlemen  were  arranging  the  details  of  the 
new  "society,"  and  were  deciding  upon  what  the  duties  of  the 
officers  and  committees  should  be,  I  quietly  wrote  out  to 
England  for  information  regarding  the  somewhat  notorious 
"  Cochin  China"  fowl,  then  creating  considerable  stir  among 
fanciers  in  Great  Britain;  and  soon  learned  that  I  could  pro- 
cure them,  in  their  purity,  from  a  gentleman  in  Dublin,  whose 
stock  had  been  obtained  through  Lord  Heytsbury,  (then  lord 
lieutenantof  Ireland),  direct  from  Queen  Victoria's  samples. 
I  ordered  six  of  them  —  two  cocks  and  four  hens  —  and  in 
December,  1S49,  I  received  them  through  Adams  &  Co.'s 
transatlantic  express. 

At  this  period  there  was  no  telegraph  established  from 
Boston  to  Halifax,  I  believe.  Some  of  the  reporters  for  the 
dally  city  papers  usually  visited  the  steamers  upon  their 
arrival  here,  to  obtain  their  foreign  files  of  exchanges,  and 
here  my  birds  were  first  seen  by  those  gentlemen  who  have 
made  or  broken  the  prospects  of  more  than  one  enterprise  of 
far  greater  consequence  than  this  "  importation  of  fancy 
fowls"  could  seem  to  be. 

But  on  the  day  succeeding  the  coming  of  those  birds,  several 
very  handsome  notices  of  the  arrival  of  these  august  China- 
men appeared  in  the  Boston  papers,  and  a  vast  amount  of 
credit  was  accorded  to  the  "enterprising  importer"  of  the 
outlandish  brutes  that  were  described  in  almost  celestial 
language. 

After  considerable  trouble  and  swearing  (custom  house 
swearing,  I  mean),  the  officers  on  board  permitted  my  team  to 
take  the  cage  out  of  the  steamer,  and  it  was  conveyed  to  my 
residence  in  Roxbury,  where  it  arrived  two  hours  after  dark. 

I  had  long  been  looking  for  the  coming  of  these  celestial 
strangers,  and  the  "fever,"  which  I  had  originally  taken  iu  a 
very  kindly  way,  had  by  this  time  afl'ected  me  rather  seriously. 
I  Imagined  I  had  a  fortune  on  board  that  steamer.  I  looked 
forward  with  e.xcited  ideas  to  beholding  something  that  this 
part  of  the  world  had  never  yet  seen,  and  which  would  surely 
astound  "the  people,"  when  I  could  have  the  opportunity  to 
show  up  my  rare  prize,— all  the  way  from  the  yards  or  walks 
of  royalty  itself.  I  waited  and  watched,  with  anxious  solici- 
tude,— and,  at  last,  the  box  arrived  at  my  house.  It  was  a 
curiously  built  box  —  the  fashion  of  it  was  unique  and  sub- 
stantial, and  foreign  In  its  exterior.  I  supposed,  naturally, 
that  its  contents  must  be  similar  in  character.  That  box  con- 
tained my  "Cochin  Chinas,'" — bred  from  the  Queen's  stock, — 
about  which  for  many  weeks  I  had  been  so  seriously  disturbed. 

I  am  710VO  well  satisfied  that  the  "Cochin  China"  variety  of 
fowls  is  a  gross  fable.  If  such  a  breed  exist,  In  reality,  we 
have  never  had  them  in  this  country.  Anything  (and  every- 
thing) has  Ijeen  called  by  this  name  among  us,  in  the  last  five 
years;  but  the  engraving  on  this  page,  in  my  estimation, 
(and  I  have  been  there)  is  the  nearest  thing  possible  to  a  like- 
ness of  Ms  long  petted  bird,  and  will  be  recognized,  I  think, 
by  more  than  one  victim  as  an  accurate  and  faithful  portrait 
of  this  lauded  "magnificent"  and  "superb"  bird. 

T  was  anxious  to  examine  my  celestial  friends  at  once.  I 
caused  the  box  to  be  taken  into  a  shed  at  the  rear  of  the  house, 
and  I  tore  from  its  front  a  piece  of  canvas  that  concealed  them 

from  view,  to  behold  a  well!  nHmporte  —  they  were 

"Cochin  China"  fowls. 

But,  since  God  made  me,  I  never  beheld  si.x  such  birds 
before,  or  since.  The  resembled  giraffes  much  more  nearly 
than  they  did  any  other  thing,  carnivorous,  omnivorous— fish, 
flesh,  or  fowl.  I  let  them  out  upon  the  floor,  and  one  of  the 
cocks  seized  lustily  upon  my  India  rubber  overshoe,  and 
would  have  swallowed  it  (and  myself)  for  aught  I  know,  had 
not  a  friend  who  stood  by  seized  him,  and  absolutely  choked 
him  off. 

This  is  truth,  strange  as  it  may  seem;  but  I  presume  they 
had  scarcely  been  fed  at  all  upon  their  fortnight's  voyage  from^ 
Dublin,  and  I  never  saw  any  animals  so  miserably  low  in  flesh 
in  my  life  before.  What  with  their  long  necks,  and  longer 
legs,  and  their  wretchedly  starved  condition,  I  never  wondered 
that  the  friendly  reporters  spoke  of  their  appearance  as  being 
"extraordinary,  and  strikingly  peculiar." 

These  were  the  original  "Cochin  China"  fowls  of  America. 
And  tliey  probably  never  had  the  first  drop  of  Chinese  blood 
in  their  veins,  any  more  than  had  the  man  who  bred  them, 
and  who  knew  this  fact  much  better  than  I  did — who  knew  it 
well  enough. 

I  housed  my  "prize"  forthwith,  however,  and  provided 
them  with  everything  for  their  convenience  and  comfort.  The 
six  fowls  cost  me  ninety  dollars.  They  ^cere  beauties,  to  he 
sure.    When  I  informed  a  neighbor  of  their  cost  he  ventured 
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upon  the  expressive  rejoinder  that  I  "was  a  bigger  d  d 

fool  tban  he  had  ever  taken  me  for."' 

To  which  I  respondeil  nothing,  for  I  rather  agreed  with  him 
myself. 

Xine  months  afterwards,  however,  I  sold  him  a  cock  and 
three  pullets  four  months  old,  raised  from  those  very  fowls, 
for  sixty-five  dollars;  and  I  didn't  retort  upon  him  even  then, 
I'Ut  took  his  money.  The  chickens  I  sold  him  were  "dog 
cheap"  at  that. 

The  First  Fowl  Show  in  Boston. 

Never  in  the  history  of  modern  '-bubbles,''  probablv,  did 
<i)iy  mania  exceed  in  ridiculousness  or  ludicrousness,  or  in  the 
number  of  its  victims  surpass  this  inexplicable  humbut:,  the 
••hen  fever." 

Kings  and  queens  and  nobility,  senators  and  governors, 
mayors  and  counciimeu,  ministers,  doctors  and  lawyers,  mer- 
chants and  tradesmen,  the  aristocrat  and  the  humble,  farmers 
and  mechanics,  gentlemen  and  commoners,  old  men  and  young 
men,  women  and  children,  rich  and  poor,  white,  black,  and 
gray — ei:eryh"dy  was  more  or  less  seriously  affected  by  this 
curious  epidemic. 

The  press  of  the  country,  far  and  near,  was  alive  with 
accounts  of  ••extraordinary  pullets,"  "enormous  eggs,"  (laid 
on  the  tables  of  the  editors;  -'astounding  prices"  obtained  for 
individual  specimens  of  rare  poultry;  and  all  sorts  of  people 
of  every  trade  and  profession  and  calling  in  life  were  on  the 
5m"  ri're  and  joiued  in  the  hue  and  cry,  regarding  the  sud- 
denly and  newly  ascertained  fact  that  hens  laid  eggs  some- 
times; or,  that  somebody's  crower  was  heavier,  larger,  or 
higher  on  the  legs  (and  consequently  higher  in  value)  than 
someboily  else's  crower.  And  the  first  exhibition  of  the 
society  with  the  long  name  came  off  duly,  .at  last,  as  agreed 
upon  by  the  people,  and  myself. 

"  The  people."  By  this  term  is  ordinarily  meant  the  body 
politic,  the  multitude,  the  citizens  at  large,  the  voters,  the — 

the — a— the  masses;  the  well,  no  matter.    At  the  period 

of  which  I  am  now  writing,  the  term  signified  the  "hen  men." 
This  covered  the  whole  ground  at  that  time.  Everybody  was 
included,  and  thus  nobody  was  left  outside. 

At  this  first  show  the  committee  "flattered  themselves"  (and 
who  ever  heard  of,  or  from  a  committee  that  didn't  do  this) 


that  never,  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant— who, 
by  the  way,  was  then  living,  but  has  since  departed  to  that 
bourn  from  which  even  defunct  hen  men  do  not  return — never 
had  such  a  display  been  witnessed;  never  had  the  feathered 
race  before  appeared  in  such  pristine  beauty;  never  had  any 
such  exhibition  been  seen  or  read  of  since  the  world  begun. 
And  to  say  truth,  it  wasn't  a  very  bad  sight — that  same  first 
hen  show  in  Boston. 

Thousands  upon  thousands  visited  it,  the  newspapers  appro- 
priated column  after  column  to  its  laudation,  and  all  sorts  of 
people  flocked  to  the  Public  Garden  to  behold  the  "rare  and 
curious  and  inexpressibly  beautiful  samples''  of  poultry  caged 
up  there,  every  individual  specimen  of  which  had,  up  to  that 
hour,  been  straggling  and  starving  in  the  yards  of  "the  people" 
about  Boston  (they  and  their  progeny)  for  years  and  years 
before,  unknown,  unhonored,  and  unsung. 

Gilded  complimentary  cards  in  beautifully  embossed 
envelopes  were  duly  forwarded  by  the  "committee"  to  all 
"our  first  men''  who  came  on  foot  or  in  carriage,  with  their 
lovely  wives  and  pretty  cbiliiren,  to  see  the  extraorilinary 
sight.  The  city  fathers,  the  public  functionaries,  governors, 
senators,  representatives,  all  responded  to  the  invitation,  and 
everybody  was  there. 

The  cocks  crowed  lustily,  the  hens  cackled  musically,  the 
ducks  quacked  sweetly,  the  geese  hissed  beautifully,  the 
chickens  peeped  delightfully,  the  gentlemen  talked  gravely, 
the  ladies  smiled  beneficently,  the  children  laughed  joyfully, 
the  uninitiated  gaped  marvelously,  the  crowd  conversed 
wisely,  the  few  knowing  ones  chuckled  quietly — everybody 
enjoyed  the  thing  immensely — and  suddenly,  prominent  among 
the  throng  of  admirers  present,  loomed  up  the  stalwart  form 
and  noble  head  of  Daniel  Webster,  who  came,  like  the  rest,  to 
see  what  he  had  only  "read  of"  for  the  six  months  previously. 

The  committee  saw  him,  and  they  instantly  lighted  on  him 
for  a  speech ;  but  be  declined. 

"Only  a  few  words!"  prayed  one  of  them. 

"  One  word,  one  word  !  "  insisted  the  chairman. 

"I  can't!"  said  Daniel. 

But  they  were  importunate  and  unyielding,  that  enthusiastic 
committee. 

"Gentlemen,"  said  the  honoralde  senator  at  last  amid  the 
din.   "Ladies  and  gentlemen,''  he  continued,  as  a  monster 


upon  feathered  stilts  at  his  elbow  shrieked  out  an  unearthly 
crow  that  drowned  the  sound  of  his  voice  instanter, — "Ladies 
and  gentlemen,  really — I — would — but  the  noise  and  confusion 
is  eo  great  that  I  cannot  be  heard,''  — and  a  roar  followed  this 
capital  hit  that  drowned,  for  a  moment,  at  least,  even  the 
rattling,  crashing,  bellowing,  squeaking  rausicoi  the  feathered 
bipeds  around  him. 

The  exhibition  lasted  three  days.  Unheard  of  prices  were 
asked,  and  readily  paid  for  all  sorts  of  fowls;  most  of  those 
sold  being  mongrels,  however.  As  high  as  thirteen  dollars 
was  paid  by  one  man  (who  soon  afterwards  became  an  inmate 
of  a  lunatic  asylum)  for  a  single  pair  of  domestic  fowls.  It 
was  monstrous,  ridiculous,  outrageous,  exclaimed  everyone, 
when  this  fact — the  absolute  paying  down  of  thirteen  round 
dollars,  then  the  price  of  two  barrels  of  good  wheat  flour — was 
announced  as  having  been  squandered  for  a  single  pair  of 
chickens. 

I  soW  some  fowls  at  that  show.  I  didn't  buy  any  there,  I 
believe. 

The  receipts  at  the  gales  paid  the  expenses  of  the  exhibi- 
tion, and  left  a  small  surplus  in  the  hands  of  somebody — I 
never  knew  who — but  who  took  good  care  of  the  money  I 
have  no  doubt,  as  most  of  the  othcers  at  tkut  time  were,  like 
myself,  "poor,  but  honest." 

By  the  time  this  fair  closed  the  pulse  of  the  "dear  people" 
had  come  to  be  rather  rapid  in  its  throbs,  and  the  fever  was 
evidently  on  the  increase.  Fowls  were  in  demand.  Not  good 
ones,  because  nothing  was  then  said  by  the  anxious  would  be 
purchasers  about  quality.  Nobody  had  got  so  far  as  that  then. 
They  wanted  fowls  only —  hens  and  cocks — to  which  they 
themselves  gave  a  name. 

Some  fancied  one  breed,  or  variety,  and  some  another;  but 
anything  that  sported  feathers— from  the  diminutive  Bantam 
to  the  stork  shaped  Chinaman — everything  was  being  sought 
after  by  "amateurs"  and  "fanciers"  with  a  zest  and  a  readi- 
ness to  pay  for  that  did  honor  to  the  zeal  of  the  youthful  buy- 
ers and  a  world  of  good  to  the  hearts  of  the  quiet  breeders 
and  sellers,  who  began  first  to  get  posted  up  and  inured  to  the 
disease. 

1  was  an  humble  and  modest  member  of  this  latter  class.  / 
kept  and  raised  only  ^ure  breeds  of  fowls. 


Poultry  Keeping  in  Ten  Lessons --Why  Not? 


A>1.\X  came  into  this  office  the  other  day  to  inquire 
w  here  there  was  a  poultry  plant  to  which  he  could  go 
to  learn  the  business  by  observation.  He  didn't  want 
to  work,  only  wanted  the  freedom  of  the  premises,  to 
come  and  go  as  he  pleased,  to  ask  questions,  to  look  into  every- 
thing and  see  just  bow  it  was  done,  before  beginning  a  poultry 
plant  for  himself. 

I  told  him  fraiikly  that  I  did  not  know  of  any  such  place; 
that  the  few  who  had  once  been  willing  to  let  people  learn 
what  they  could  of  poultry  keeping  on  their  premises  in  that 
way  had  quit  it  long  ago,  and  that  it  was  better  for  the  would- 
be  learners  that  they  should  not  be  able  to  get  a  few  ideas  of 
the  business  in  this  way,  because  in  general  they  learned  only 
enough  to  make  them  feel  that  they  knew  it  all,  and  beginning 
to  invest  their  money  in  that  spirit  did  not  impose  on  them- 
selves as  much  restraint  in  planning  and  spending  as  they 
would  had  they  known  either  less  or  more  of  the  business. 

I  tried  to  show  this  man  briefly  why  it  was  that  it  was 
advisable  to  learn  the  business  thoroughly  before  going  into  it 
on  his  own  account.  I  don't  know  how  far  X  succeeded. 
I'erhaps  not  further  than  to  convince  him  that  he  ought  to  use 
both  hands  and  eyes  for  a  few  months  on  a  poultry  plant 
instead  of  lr\iug  to  learn  only  by  seeing. 

His  manner,  considered  in  connection  with  one  or  two 
things  he  said,  seemed  to  me  to  indicate  that  he  thought  that 
the  mastery  of  the  science  of  poultry  keeping  consisted  mostly 
in  having  discovered  the  several  secrets  of  successful  poultry 
keepers,  and  that  his  idea  was  that  the  time  necessary  to  learn 
the  business  would  vary  in  accordance  v\  ith  his  luck  or  skill 
in  acquiring  the  necessary  "  secrets;''  that  until  he  had  gained 
them  he  must  pursue  his  hunt  for  them,  and  that  once  he  had 
laiil  bold  of  them  be  would  have  acquired  all  that  it  was 
>  ssential  he  shoulil  know  about  the  business  before  starting  in 
ii  for  himself.  1  imai^ine,  too,  that  my  statement  that  I  knew 
"f  no  poultrynian  who  would  allow  him  to  fri(|uenl  his  plant 
(  'T  the  purpose  of  learning  wliat  he  couM  of  the  way  the 
l.usiiiess  was  done,  did  not  tend  to  diminish  the  idea  in  his 
mind  that  there  were  "  secrets"  in  the  business. 

He  is  not  at  all  unique  in  holding  that  idea.  It  is  a  very 
common  one  among  people  who  know  nothing  about  poultry 
keeping,  and  often  persists  in  the  poultry  keeper's  mind  long 
after  he  has  had  experience  enough  to  teach  him  better.  But, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  no  secrets  of  that  kind  in  poultry 
keeping.  There  is  nothing  that  a  poultrynian  needs  to  know 
for  ordinary  poultry  keeping  and  can  acquire  by  reading,  see- 
ing, or  hearsay  that  has  not  l)een  published  again  and  again. 
All  this  Information  is  available  in  poultry  books  and  papers. 
AVhoever  pretends  to  have  secrets  pertaining  to  the  simpler 
operations  of  [lonltry  culture  either  deceives  himself,  or  know- 
ingly tries  to  deceive  others.  I  have  known  numerous  cases 
of  both  kinds,  people  cherishing  as  valuable  secrets  matters  of 
quite  common  knowledge,  and  people  pretending  to  have 


special  knowledge  which  it  was  to  their  personal  advantage  to 
keep  to  themselves,  when  they  knew  nothing  about  the  mat- 
ter that  most  poultry  keepers  did  not  know. 

There  are  secrets  in  poultry  culture.  There  are  things 
poultry  breeders  keep  to  themselves — for  awhile — but,  like 
murder,  they  will  out.  Thus  a  breeder,  say,  of  Barred  Ply- 
mouth Bocks  may  discover  that  by  properly  cotisidering  cer- 
tain points  in  the  birds  he  mates,  he  can  jiroduce  results 
which  have  eluded  the  breeders  of  that  variety,  and  can  make 
an  immediate  improvement  in  his  stock  which  will  give  hiui  a 
temporary  advantage  over  his  rivals.  He  knows,  though,  that 
competitors  as  expert  as  himself  will  not  be  long  in  discover- 
ing to  what  he  owes  his  superiority.  Such  secrets  as  this  only 
the  expert  will  discover.  The  novice  could  not  use  it  if  given 
him. 

It  is  not  lack  of  ideas  of  how  things  are  done  on  a  poultry 
plant  that  cripples  the  beginner.  It  is  lack  of  skill  in  doing 
them.  It  is  confusion  of  tasks  aud  lack  of  system  in  work. 
It  is  lack  of  judgment,  lack  of  familiarity  with  the  appearance 
and  performance  of  fowls  in  varied  conditions.  It  is  lack  of 
what  we  sum  up  as  ef.perierice.  There  may  be  also  lack  of 
capacity  ;  but  no  matter  what  one's  natural  capacity,  without 
experience  his  capacity  or  talent  is  of  little  practical  use  to 
him. 

Poultry  keeping  is  a  trade  in  which,  as  a  rule,  every  man 
has  to  be  an  all  round  man.  Poultry  keeping  is  more  than  a 
simple  trade.  Like  housekeeping  it  calls  for  a  knowledge  of 
many  ditterent  things. 

Beginidng  with  the  details  of  the  care  of  fowls: — One  must 
have  some  jiractical  knowledge  of  housing  and  yarding,  of 
laying  out  a  poultry  plant.  It  is  conceivable  and  possible  that 
one  might  get  Information  (before  experience)  that  would 
enable  him  to  lay  out  a  poultry  plant  with  houses  and  yards  so 
built  and  arrangfd  that  he  will  not  want  to  alter  them  after 
having  used  Ihrm  for  a  year,  but  it  rarely  happens  so  in  real 
life.  An  experienced  poultry  keeper,  building  a  house  after  a 
new  plan,  is  not  likely  to  advance  any  positive  conclusions  as 
to  the  merits  or  faults  of  a  house  of  thatstyle  until  he  has  used 
it  for  at  least  a  full  year.  If  conditions  the  first  year  were 
such  that  the  points  of  the  bouse  were  not  fully  tested  he  is 
apt  to  withhold  final  judgment  until  he  has  used  tlie  house 
under  the  conditions  he  desires  it  to  meet  satisfactorily. 

Then  there  is  the  matter  of  selecting  fowls.  'W  hat  kind 
shall  he  keep?  And,  having  settled  that  question,  there  is  the 
equally  important  one:  From  what  breeder  shali  he  buy? 
The  man  new  to  the  business  is  all  at  sea  in  these  matters. 
He  carries  them  to  some  editor  who  may  help  him  cautiously 
on  the  first  question,  but  will  not,  if  he  is  wise,  so  much  as 
touch  the  other. 

The  man  who  has  served  an  apprenticeship  of  one  to  several 
years  will  know  the  standing  of  one  or  more  varieties  pretty 
well,  and  will  bave  picked  wp  a  gooU  ileal  o(  inforujatiou  about 


the  different  breeds  and  stocks  of  each  variety  in  which  he  Is 
interested  that  he  can  turn  to  practical  use  when  he  engages 
in  business  for  himself,  and  without  which  his  chances  of  get- 
ting stock  of  the  kind  he  wants  are  considerably  reduced. 

Familiarity  with  the  preliminary  and  later  symptoms  of  the 
most  common  poultry  ailments  is  a  part  of  the  equipment  of 
most  men  of  more  than  one  year's  experience  in  handling 
poultry.  But  the  man  who  learns  his  poultry  keeping  at 
sight  has  no  knowledge  of  this  kind  to  warn  him  of  epiilemics 
in  advance  and  guide  him  in  adopting  preventive  measures. 

These  are  only  a  very  few  of  the  things  in  which  oue  should 
have  experience  before  going  into  poultry  keeping.  If  there 
were  no  others  the  trouble  due  to  inexperience  in  these  would 
alone — if  guessed — be  sufficient  to  make  people  willing  to  get 
experience  under  others. 

But  "there  are  others,"'  scores  of  them.  The  poultry  busi- 
ness as  is  often,  and  rightly,  said,  is  made  up  of  little  things — 
many  little  things  that  are  dill'erent  from  each  other,  and  to 
deal  successfully  with  which  the  poultry  keeper  must  have  a 
little  working  knowledge  of  many  dillVrenl  lines  of  work. 
True  he  can  buy  such  knowledge,  buy  the  services  of  experts 
in  the  various  lines,  but  unless  he  has  a  great  deal  more  capital 
than  most  poultrymen  have  he  is  not  rich  enough  to  buy  much 
knowledge  in  that  way — especially  .-ts  in  many  cases  the 
expert's  ideas  are  not  economically  adapted  to  his  needs.  IK- 
has  to  be  a  good  deal  of  a  jack  of  •ill  trades — and  a  little  of  a 
quack  in  several  professions.  'Working  for  other  poultrymen 
for  a  few  years  he  picks  up  much  of  this  general  knowledge 
without  its  costing  him  anything.  Working  for  himself  he 
will  pick  it  up  in  time,  but  it  will  cost  a  lot  of  good  mouey. 

Then  there  is  the  selling  of  produce.  There  arc  very  few 
poultrymen,  even  of  those  most  successful  in  growing  poultry, 
or  in  getting  eggs  at  first,  who  know  enough  almut  ninrketin:; 
their  produce,  and  about  market  conditions,  to  sell  !o  best 
advantage;  and  a  great  many  sell  a  go»>d  deal  of  their  fir»t 
produce  to  very  poor  advantage.  This  kind  of  knowleilge  can 
only  be  acquired  in  selling  poultry,  and  can  be  best  acquire<I 
by  a  connection  with  someone  who  knows  how  to  disjtose  t<( 
the  products  of  his  flock. 

J* 

That  Lousy  Hen. 

t^iu>  litne  a  cosy  nesl  was  nia«io 
\V  iiliiii  a  corner's  Ueepost  sliade. 
Aiul  in  vliat  nest  of  cpgs  so  « liile. 
Sat  liiilily  Plymontti  d,i.v  auil  ni^lil. 
l!ut  soon  'Iwas  sct?n  as  linie  woix"*  on. 
Thai  Ifiildy  of  I  w.-»s  oni  aa«t  vunc. 
.\ml  iIioiikIi  ilif  lien  siill  kepi  ilii'  natch, 
Tlie  c',;;gs  wpnl  wrong  .mhI  <11iln"i  limoii. 
.\1  last,  one  >l,-iy  it<e  lien  was  de,i'l. 
.\nd  wife.  Willi  lianils  fast  srrowiii-- rW, 
Helii  nil  the  lien.  well,  iioi  a  minute. 

wii.-i;  •••■•hK'o-: ."  A  ••     '  ••  H '•■•■•.<  ■ 


Editorial    Page    of    Farm  -  Poultry 


Because  We  Believe  in  the  Dignity  of  Labor. 


ERE  is  ;i  letter  which  explains  itself:— 

Eiliior  Farm-Poultry  : —  It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  —  and  surely  it  must  he  to  most  of 
your  readers  —  to  see  that  you  keep  your  paper  up  to  standard  ;  and  that  you  do  not 


publish  any  silly  immature  articles  from  poultry  writers  (I  know  you  get  them). 
Nothing  hurts  a  paper  so  much  as  this.  Sensible  thinking  people  don't  want  to  read  slush  or 
gush.  I  am  constantly  reminded  of  this  from  several  papers  sent  me  which  are  so  poor,  weak, 
and  instead  of  being  a  help  are  only  a  hindrance  to  poultry  keeping.  T  would  like  to  see  an 
editorial  on  these  lines  in  your  paper.  Henry  M.  Hacker. 

AYe  have  felt  like  writing  an  editorial  on  somewhat  the  lines  suggested  by  Mr.  Hacker  a  good 
many  times,  but  have  not  done  so  because  we  felt  that  the  paper  should  speak  for  itself,  and 
also  because  we  doubted  whether  any  considerable  number  of  readers  would  be  interested  in  a 
somewhat  professional  view  of  poultry  papers.  With  this  idea  our  references  to  policies  and 
qualities  of  poultry  papers  have  nearly  always  been  casual  and  very  brief. 

Yet  as  we  think  of  the  matter  in  the  light  of  the  above  pointed  request  for  an  expression  of 
oi)iuion,and  of  numerous  letters  which  voice  the  same  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  paper,  though 
not  making  similar  requests,  it  occurs  to  us  that  perhaps  more  readers  than  we  supposed  would 
be  interested  in  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 

Very  little  of  the  slushy  gushy  stuft'  Mr.  Hacker  complains  of  is  sent  to  Farm-Poultry, 
almost  none  from  poultry  keepers  familiar  with  the  paper.  The  occasional  articles  of  this 
class  submitted  to  us  come  almost  invariably  from  writers  who  are  not  poultry  keepers,  and 
know  nothing  of  poultry  literature,  or  from  strangei  s  to  the  paper.  We  have  noted  with  a 
good  deal  of  amusement  at  times  how  careful  one  contributor  who  has  sent  us  a  good  deal  of 
good  stuff  was  to  work  off  poor  stuff  of  which  a  good  deal  was  produced  on  other  papers. 

It  is  not  at  all  easy  to  get  as  much  good  matter  of  good  variety,  that  is  either  new  or  freshly 
written  up,  for  a  poultry  paper  as  it  needs.  The  great  difficulty  is  one  alluded  to  in  the  writers' 
account  of  his  personal  e.xperiences  elsewheie  in  this  issue.  The  people  who  know  the  most 
about  poultry  are,  as  a  rule,  either  not  ready  writers,  or  too  busy  to  write.  The  demand  for 
good  poultry  articles  is  many  times  greater  th:m  the  supply.  The  result  is  that  among  so  many 
poultry  papers  none  are  al)le  to  get  all  the  contributions  they  want,  while  many  are  not  able  to 
get  much  of  anything  in  the  way  of  good  original  articles. 

It  is  this  scarcity  of  writers  who  can  produce  acceptable  articles  on  poultry  that  is  respon- 
sible for  many  of  the  shifts  papers  are  put  to  iu  regard  to  matter,  and  also  for  the  prominence 
given  some  writers  who  produce  mostly  matter  that  is  more  of  a  hindrance  than  a  help  to  the 
poultry  keeper.  But  to  this  reason  is  added  another  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  speak  with 
some  caution  out  of  courtesy  to  the  fraternity,  i.  e.  —  poor  editorial  judgment  in  selecting  con- 
tributions and  subjects  for  discussion.  Much  of  this  poor  judgment  is  due  to  a  lack  of  familiar- 
ity with  the  subjects.  Strange  as  it  may  seem  to  some  readers  there  are  papers,  which  are  in 
many  ways  very  good  papers,  edited  by  men  who  know  very  little  at  first  hand  about  poultry. 

Then  there  is  the  too  prevalent  policy  of  conducting  a  paper  mostly  in  the  interests  of  adver- 
tisers. This  is  responsible  for  much  of  the  printed  matter  that  misleads.  The  advertiser  and 
the  editor  between  them  put  certain  facts  in  lights  which  do  not  show  them  to  readers  in  their 
true  bearings.  We  believe  that  generally  this  is  done  by  both  advertisers  and  editors  in  the 
sincere  belief  that  they  are  presenting  the  matter  fairly.  The  self-interestof  the  parties  prevents 
their  seeing  the  case  from  the  other  side.  But  whatever  explanation  or  excuse  for  it  be  made, 
it  is  certain  that  unless  the  interests  of  readers  are  made  paramount  much  will  get  into  the 
paper  which  will  either  delude  or  offend  them. 

The  best  way,  however,  to  keep  a  paper  up  to  a  high  standard  is  to  have  a  sense  of  the' 
dignity  and  real  worth  of  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats,  which,  of  course,  necessarily  implies 
dignity  and  worth  in  the  calling,  the  work,  with  which  those  subjects  are  associated.  We 
never  had  any  sympathy  with  light  and  trifling  views  of  poultry  keeping  either  as  a  fad  or  as  an 
employment.  Fads  followed  temperately  and  judiciously  are  commendable,  and  good  work  of 
any  kind  has  inherent  dignity  of  its  own. 

We  try  to  make  Farm-Poultry  a  paper  for  those  who  in  the  main  think  as  we  do  about 
these  things,  whose  interests  in  poultry  are  serious,  and  whose  self-respect  does  not  allow  them 
to  belittle  themselves  by  a  mean  opinion  of  the  things  which  interest  them,  or  by  expressions  of 
their  interest  which  will  give  intelligent  people  a  low  idea  of  it. 

How  to  Get  Eastern  Exhibits  for  St.  Louis. 

FROM  a  gentleman  in  a  position  to  know  something  of  the  inside  facts  with  regard  to  the 
outlook  for  entries  at  the  St.  Louis  AVorld's  Fair,  comes  an  intimation  thateastern  breed- 
ers generally  seem  apathetic  about  showing  at  St.  Louis,  and  a  request  that  Farm-Poul- 
try try  to  stir  up  New  England  entries. 
We  think  that  as  the  date  of  closing  of  entries  draws  nearer  it. will  be  found  that  the  eastern 
breeders  will  be  better  represented  than  conditions  now  indicate.    At  the  same  time  we  think 
it  not  at  all  probable  that  any  enthusiasm  for  showing  at  St.  Louis  could  be  worked  up  among 
them  between  this  date  and  the  date  of  closing  the  entries. 

So  far  as  this  paper  is  concerned,  its  readers  have  been  kept  informed  of  the  classification, 
rules,  etc.,  also  of  all  special  inducements  to  exhibitors,  and  in  a  general  way  of  the  status  of 
matters  connected  with  the  show,  but  we  have  not  at  any  time  urged  them  to  make  a  special 
effort  to  exhibit  at  St.  Louis,  because  the  fanciers  whose  experience  enables  them  to  properly 
balance  for  themselves  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  question  do  not  need  and  probably  would  not 
rea  l  our  advice,  while,  knowing  that  the  general  feeling  among  these  has  been  a  feeling  of 
doubt  as  to  whether  all  things  considered  the  game  was  worth  the  candle,  we  have  felt  that  we 
were  not  warranted  in  urging  those  who  might  in  some  measure  be  guided  by  what  we  said,  to 
exhiljit  under  conditions  which  discouraged  those  much  better  able  to  cope  with  them. 

Any  l)reeder  shipping  fowls  nearly  half  way  across  the  continent  to  an  exhibition  goes  into  a 
class  iu  which  competition  is  strong  badly  handicapped.  That  is  true  whether  the  shipment 
goes  east  or  west.  But  the  eastern  breeder  of  reputation  risks  more  by  exhibiting  in  the  west 
than  the  western  breeder  does  in  sending  birds  east.  As  for  the  eastern  fancier  who  has  his 
reputation  to  make,  unless  he  has  some  phenomenal  birds,  or  has  less  than  the  usual  Yankee 
shrewdness,  he  cannot  easily  be  persuaded  to  go  to  the  expense  of  exhibiting  at  so  distant  a 
show,  and  for  us  to  urge  him  to  do  so  would  lead  most  of  them  to  form  a  mean  opinion  of  the 
quality  of  the  advice  we  were  giving  him,  while  the  few  who  took  our  advice  would  probably 
form  a  still  meaner  opinion  of  us  after  the  show. 

What  eastern  exhibitors  go  to  St.  Louis  will  go  strong.  All  experienced  exhibitors  here 
realize  that  it  would  be  folly  to  go  with  any  but  a  very  strong  string  of  birds.  They  know  that 
there  are  many  good  birds  bred  in  the  west,  and  that  many  of  the  best  bred  in  the  east  this 
season  will  be  sold  to  western  exhibitors  to  show  at  St.  Louis.  (The  good  buyers  are  not  aft 
here).  We  might  also  say,  by  the  way,  that  some  eastern  breeders  would  rather  sell  for  St. 
Louis  than  exhibit  there.  Then  this  year  there  Is  a  special  reason  for  putting  olf  a  decision  as 
to  what  to  show  or  whether  to  show  at  all  which  influences  nearly  all  possible  exhibitors.  That 
is,  the  late  season  and  poor  hatches.  We  think  it  may  be  said  with  truth  that  New  England 
breeders  generally  have  not  in  a  great  many  years  had  so  small  a  proportion  of  their  young 
birds  at  this  season  developed  far  enough  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  their  quality.  Regardless  of 
anything  the  St.  Louis  managetneRt  migbt  i^Q  or  /iiil  !o  (lo  tbPSR  things  VV0!)1()  VVPfk /'.fJiiinst 

hmvy  entries  tvom  tbe  east, 


But  if  the  show  management  had  wanted  to  discourage  eastern  entries  it  could  hardly  have 
found  a  course  of  action  more  likely  to  be  eifective  for  this  purpose  than  its  attitude  toward 
exhibitors  of  poultry  and  toward  the  poultry  show. 

The  one  thing  that  the  veteran  eastern  exhibitor  wanted  to  know  first  of  all  was  who  would 
judge  his  class,  or  who  would  probably  judge  it.  He  would  not  be  unreasonable  and  ask  the 
management  to  announce  positively  the  judges  in  each  class,  but  he  thought  it  reasonable  to  ask 
that  the  judges  considered  for  his  class  be  named.  The  announcement  early  in  the  year  of  the 
list  of  judges  for  the  principal  classes  would  have  done  more  (if  the  list  was  generally  satisfac- 
tory) to  draw  entries  from  the  east  than  all  the  "stirring  up"  that  all  the  poultry  papers  could 
do  in  a  year,  nor  do  we  think  western  breeders  have  been  uninfluenced  by  this  failure. 

As  we  see  it,  the  great  troul)le  with  the  management  of  poultry  at  St.  Louis  has  been  thxit  the 
managers  of  the  live  stock  department  have  been  too  eager  to  make  every  feature  of  their  plans 
for  poultry  a  separate  mark  of  the  beginning  of  a  "  new  era  "  in  poultry  exhibitions.  The  way 
to  draw  entries  is  to  do  things  the  way  exhibitors  want  them  done.  E.Khibitors,  as  a  class, 
want  things  done  the  way  they  have  been  accustomed  to  seeing  them  done  where  they  were 
done  well.  They  don't  want  new  classifications,  perhaps  putting  their  variety  in  an  inferior 
place.  They  don't  want  assurances  of  the  glittering  generality  type  that  none  liut  thoroughly 
competent  judges  will  be  employed.  They  want  to  have  the  names  of  the  judges.  They  con- 
sider themselves  pretty  good  judges  of  judges. 

There  is  another  point,  about  which  we  are  not  sure,  in  which  the  management  may  have 
made  a  serious  mistake.  If  there  has  been  a  general  distribution  of  premium  lists  to  possible 
exhibitors,  we  find  no  evidence  of  it  yet  iu  this  section.  The  smallest  cross  roads  poultry  show 
manages  l)etter  than  that.  It  gets  its  notices  into  as  many  papers  as  it  can,1jut  it  sends  its 
premium  lists  to  all  the  names  of  breeders  it  can  get  in  the  territory  from  which  it  may  reason- 
ably expect  entries,  and  it  does  not  wait  for  them  to  ask,  either.  The  World's  Fair  people  seem 
to  have  depended  too  much  on  the  bigness  of  the  show  to  draw  entries,  and,  depending  on  this, 
have  neglected  some  of  the  usual  ways  of  working  up  entries.  It  may  simply  be  a  coincidence 
that  the  people  we  come  in  contact  with  have  not  received  premium  lists,  but  if  the  lists  have 
not  been  pushed  out  that  should  be  done  right  away.  The  premium  list  in  the  hands  of  tbe 
breeder  will  do  more  to  make  him  think  favorably  of  showing  than  anything  this  paper  could 
fay.  He  is  accustomed  to  having  his  entries  solicited,  and  is  apt  to  wait  for  the  show  mana- 
gers to  take  the  initiative. 

Putting  out  the  premium  lists  in  the  hands  of  breeders  who  exhibit  at  important  shows,  and 
making  announcement  of  the  list  of  judges,  would  do  more  to  help  entries  than  anything  else, 
except  such  an  announcement  as  this: 

''The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  by  the  World's  Fair  management,  on  recommenda- 
tion of  the  American  Poultry  Association,  a  committee  to  receive,  care  for,  and  return  the 
exhibits  of  poultry,  hereby  announces  that  in  consideration  of  the  forty  cents  (more  or  less) 
margin  between  cost  per  entry  of  cooping  the  show  and  its  charge  for  same,  it  agrees  to  become 
responsible  to  exhibitors  for  such  damages  or  losses  occuring  while  the  birds  are  in  charge  of 
this  committee  as  are  due  to  failure  or  inability  of  this  committee  to  fully  and  satisfactorily 
perform  the  duties  for  which  it  was  created. 

Signed,    H.  S.  

U.  R.  F.  

T.  V.  McG.  " 

As  we  said  a  short  time  ago,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  there  should  be  either  no 
losses  or  many  losses.  Eastern  exhibitors  who  would  send  only  a  few  birds  each  probably 
constitute  the  largest  class  of  exhibitors  especially  interested  in  the  responsibility  of  this  com- 
mittee, because  so  few  of  them  can  go  with  their  birds.  Many  exhibitors  will  not  exhibit  at 
all,  anywhere,  unless  they  can  either  attend  with  the  birds  or  have  them  in  personal  charge  of 
someone  in  whom  they  have  confidence,  but  there  are  many  who  would  take  the  risks  of  send- 
ing birds  if  they  had  any  reasonable  guaranty  that  their  birds  would  be  well  looked  after.  The 
evasions  of  the  cooping  committee  have  been  distinctly  discouraging  to  entries  from  this  class 
of  exhibitors  in  the  east. 

How   To   Stop  Criticism. 

I  '^HE  ideal  association  is  going  to  come  from  the  development  of  the  present  one," 
I        says  editor  Heck  in  the  August  issue  of  the  Successful  Poultry  Journal. 
J-  Wc  sincerely  hope  that  it  will.    That  is  the  simplest  and  best  way  to  eflfect  a 

thorough  general  organization  of  poultry  interests.  But,  the  present  association 
will  certainly  lose  its  chance  if  it  "don't  be  quick  in  the  motion."  The  poultrymen  of  this 
country  have  borne  its  dilly-dallying  with  self-improvement  with  a  great  deal  of  patience 
through  a  great  many  years,  l  epeatedly  resting  on  promises  of  reforms  which  have  never  yet 
been  attempted  with  the  calculating  judgment  which  goes  before  intelligent,  serious  efl'orts  at 
readjustment. 

Mr.  Heck  thinks  "it  seems  that  the  more  energy  the  association  displays,  and  the  greater 
eft'ort  it  makes  to  serve  poultrymen,  the  harder  the  prod  is  shoved  into  it  by  someof  its  critics." 
He  further  says :  "  it  has  made  a  determined  effort  during  the  past  two  years  to  accomplish 
good,  and  to  some  extent  has  succeeded,  yet  the  abuse  hurled  at  it  has  been  greater  than  in  the 
past  when  there  was  more  cause  for  it." 

It  would  bother  Mr.  Heck  to  show  another  period  of  two  years  in  the  history  of  the  A.  P.  A. 
when  its  acting  members  made  themselves  and  it  so  open  to  justifiable  though  hostile  criticism 
as  during  the  past  two  years.  The  history  of  those  years  makes  it  hard  to  convince  people  that 
they  are  distinguished  by  any  general  disinterested  effort  to  advance  poultry  interests.  What 
work  has  been  done  in  them ?  The  association  has  been  revising  and  illustrating  the  "Stand- 
ard," It  cannot  be  shown  that  there  was  any  real  need  of  or  genuine  demand  for  such  revision 
apart  from  the  emptiness  of  the  association's  treasury.  It  was  not  a  public  need,  but  a  need  of 
the  association.  It  needed  money,  and  had  but  one  way  of  getting  it  in  amount  commensurate 
with  its  need.  This  revision  of  the  Standard  has  from  first  to  last  been  a  curse  to  the  associa- 
tion and  to  many  of  those  connected  with  it.  and  a  disturbance  to  poultry  interests  beyond  any 
greater  benefits  to  be  conferred  upon  those  interests  through  it. 

The  more  determined,  persistent  and  energetic  the  association  is  in  such  efforts  as  this  the 
more  abundantly  does  it  justify  outsiders  in  shoving  the  prod  into  it  hard. 

The  system  is  bad,  and  a  bad  system  inevitably  breeds  evils  more  rapidly  when  agencies 
working  through  it  are  active  than  when  they  are  passive. 

Criticism  of  the  A.  P.  A.  cannot  be  forestalled  simply  by  displays  of  energy.  Energy  wrongly 
directed  only  calls  for  plainer,  more  forcible  criticism.  The  A.  P.  A.  can  stop  criticism  and 
make  advocates  of  its  critics  whenever  it  seriously  and  sensibly  sets  aliout  ailapting  itself  to  the 
requirements  of  the  situation.  The  critics  and  out.siders  generally  are  not  going  to  ally  them- 
selves with  its  efl'orts  at  reform  when  only  plain  common  sense  is  needed  to  show  that  such 
eftbrts  will  soon  prove  abortive, 

*h 

Growth  of  Chickens  and  Cost  of  Rearing.' 

AtiOOD  deal  of  space  in  this  issue  is  devoted  to  a  reprint  of  the  report  of  an  experiment 
which,  if  we  judge  from  the  frequency  of  requests  for  information  on  the  points  con- 
sidered in  this  report,  will  be  of  great  interest  to  many  readers.  The  greater  number 
would  doubtless  have  been  satisfied  with  a  summary  of  this  report,  but  there  seem 
to  be  enough  interested  in  the  details  to  vi'arrant  a  reprint  of  the  report  complete,  and  we  are 
sure  that  everyone  who  has  ever  attempted  work  of  this  kind,  or  ever  had  occasion  to  examii'e 
such  reports  critically  will  appreciate  what  the  Messrs,  Brown  have  done  for  the  cause  of  poul- 
try knowledge  ip  tbesf  esppriiflents  Bn4  ji)  the  pxbuustive  I'pport  of  then]  which  tbey  hoyp 
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Making  a  Heavy  Laying  Strain. 


THE  uttitiule  of  Fakm-Poultky  on  tbe 
siiliject  o(  200-eg!;  hens,  stocks  and 
strains  has  been  a  cause  of  distress  to 
sundry  people  interested  in  the  sul>- 
ject.  The  editors  and  writers  who  with  little 
practical  knowledge  of  their  subject  glibly 
asserted  that  the  200-egg  hen  was  here,  was 
»n  accomplished  fact,  and  that  breeding  them 
that  way  had  been  so  easy  that  it  was  evident 
Ibat  the  250 — or  300 — egg  hen  was  already  in 
?ight,  of  course  did  not  like  to  have  their  facts 
»nd  their  ideas  challenged,  and  that  cbullenge 
accompanied  by  demands  for  proof.  Nor 
were  breeders  who  with  a  sincere  belief  that 
It  was  possible  to  create  a  strain  of  200-egg 
liens,  or  to  put  it  more  fairly  if  very  heavy 
Itying  bens  were  carefully  and  patiently 
working  to  accomplish  this  at  all  pleased  with 
the  failure  of  F.\K.M-PorLTRY  to  see  their 
results  in  the  same  light  as  they  saw  them, 
and  to  accept  and  pass  on  to  the  readers  of 
the  paper  with  editorial  approval  the  state- 
ments of  accomplishments  as  prepared  by 
them.  Generally  they  were  offended  when 
asked  for  details  which  would,  if  supplied, 
indicate  how  fully  and  accurately  records  had 
been  kept,  and  whether  results  given  out  bad 
been  arrived  at  by  correct  methods  of  compu- 
t:ition,  and  not  by  such  peculiar  juggling  with 
figures  as  has  characterized  a  good  deal  of  the 
iitatistics  of  this  kind  submitted  for  publica- 
tion. 

I  would  not  positively  assert  it  for  a  fact, 
but  1  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  the 
day  to  day  records  heretofore  furnished  me 
have  come  from  people  whose  quest  of  the 
2'JO-egg  hen  resulted  in  their  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  mark  could  be  reached 
only  in  tbe  occasional  individual,  and  prob- 
ably could  not  be  maintained  continuously  in 
any  considerable  proportion  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  hen  or  hens  whose  laying  capacity 
made  them  considered  as  fit  to  be  progenitors 
of  a  200-egg  strain. 

At  the  last  New  York  show  I  met  a  gentle- 
man who  was  working  for  a  200-egg  strain, 
thought  he  had  it,  and  was  willing  to  turn 
over  his  record  sheets  to  me  for  substantia- 
tion of  the  facts  as  he  saw  them.  This  gentle- 
man was  Mr.  W.  H.  Bates,  of  Rockville 
Center,  L.  I.,  a  breeder  of  White  Wyandottes. 
In  March  Mr.  Bates  sent  me  three  sets  of 
record  sheets. 

As  I  recall  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Bates 
at  New  York,  he  wanted  me  to  say  when  I 
would  consider  a  man  had  established  a  200- 
egg  strain,  how  many  generations  should  have 
showed  that  record,  and  wbat  proportion 
should  equal  or  approximate  it  before  tbe 
strain  could,  in  my  judgment,  be  rightly 
called  a  200-egg  strain,  and  I  replied  that  I 
should  say  that,  applying  the  definition  of 
strain  which  seems  to  be  most  approved,  the 
term  might  properly  be  employed  in  case  the 
hi:;h  record  had  been  maintained  through 
three  generations  and  was  approximated  in 
the  third  by  about  60  per  cent  of  the  females. 

Such  a  standard  is,  of  course,  an  arbitrary 
one,  but  it  may  be  used  if  both,  or  all  parties 
interested  in  a  question,  agree  to  it.  Person- 
ally, I  think  it  would  be  reasonable  to  reduce 
the  proportion  required  to  approximate  the 
high  mark,  and  say  that  if  about  50%,  as  bred 
and  handled  by  the  breeder,  were  up  to  that 
grade  he  would  be  justified  in  claiming  that  be 
had  produced  a  "  strain.*'  Also  in  regard  to 
maintaining  tbe  high  standard  of  production 
through  a  period  of  years.  It  would  not  be 
reasonable  to  insist  on  the  highest  mark  being 
mtintained  through  all  contingencies.  Pro- 
vided very  high  records  were  made,  or  high 
records  under  conditions  not  altogether  favor- 
able, or  if  after  a  year  of  poor  work  the  hens 
which  bad  done  this  poor  work  came  up  to 
the  previous  high  performance  of  tbe  stock, 
or  their  progeny  surpassed  the  performance 
of  the  immediate  parents  and  approached  that 
of  record  making  progenitors,  it  would  have 
to  be  adwitted  that  the  breeder  was  practii^ally 
accomplishing  substantial  results  along  tbe 
tines  he  was  working. 

(Jtn  the  other  hand,  to  arrive  at  a  proper 
estimate  of  those  results  we  must  have  statis- 
tics covering  the  performance  of  more  than 
Irto  or  three  individuals,  and  ought  to  have 


and  consider  records  of  the  stock  "  taken  as  it 
came,"'  and  not  of  selected  specimens. 

Now,  as  to  Mr.  Bates'  stock  and  records.  If 
I  did  not  misunderstand  him,  he  said  he 
thought  his  records  would  show  that  he  had 
produced  a  strain  of  200-egg  White  Wyan- 
dottes— according  to  my  definition  of  a  strain. 
I  had  intended  to  summarize  and  publish  at 
once  his  records  with  some  comments  on 
same,  but  on  first  examination  found  it  too 
difticult  to  satisfactorily  follow  the  individual 
records  through  transfers  to  dittei  eiit  pens  an  I 
from  sheet  to  sheet  and  to  complete  the  sum- 
maries of  results  to  make  the  figures  complete 
for  each  jieriod,  and  do  this  in  such  time  as  1 
was  then  able  to  give  it.  In  fact,  the  con- 
sideration of  tbe  matter  has  been  delayed  for 
some  months  because  a  few  irregularities  in 
them,  which  are  of  no  special  consequence 
except  as  they  prevent  one  not  familiar  with 
the  birds  and  the  records  from  getting  a 
ready  grasp  of  the  showings,  made  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  postpone  it  until  1  could  take 
time  to  study  them  out  and  separate  tbe 
figures  bearing  on  the  points  under  discussion. 

It  Is  to  be  said  of  Mr.  Bates"  records  that 
the  records  themselves  appear  to  have  been 
kept  with  scrupulous  accuracy  so  far  as  the 
perforraaiice  of  the  hens  after  their  uuml>er 
was  placed  on  the  sheet  is  concerned,  but  not 
always  with  the  fulness  of  statement  as  to 
changes  and  reasons  for  changes  which  an 
investigator  would  like.  This  is  easily 
explained  on  the  ground  that  the  records  were 
kept  only  for  private  use,  hence  did  not 
record  points  which  the  owner  of  the  fowls 
would  easily  keep  in  mind.  I  presume  that 
3Ir.  Bates"  own  story  of  his  work  written  with 
the  record^  before  him  would  bring  out  many 
points  with  regard  to  which  I,  depending  only 
on  records,  am  in  the  dark. 

The  first  set  of  record  sheets  is  for  the  year 
1902,  January  to  December  inclusive,  and 
gives  the  daily  record  of  eleven  hens  to  the 
end  of  May,  and  of  a  larger  number  for  tbe 
remainder  of  the  year.  The  pen  contained  20 
hens  in  June,  28  in  July,  and  by  further 
gradual  reductions  was  brought  down  to  16  in 
November  and  December.  On  some  of  the 
sheets  totals  for  part  of  the  hens  and  on  some 
totals  for  all  to  date  are  given,  those  for  the 
hens  added  to  tbe  pen  in  June  evidently  being 
taken  from  other  record  sheets,  but  for  what 
reason  I  don't  know.  Mr.  B.  made  bis  final 
summary  for  the  year  on  the  November  sheet 
instead  of  squaring  up  on  the  December  sheet, 
thus  completing  the  record  with  the  calendar 
year. 

Only  four  of  the  eleven  hens  that  start  the 
record  complete  the  year.  Two  of  these  were 
the  heaviest  layers,  the  other  two  did  ordinary 
work,  one  laying  133,  and  tbe  other  1"22  eggs 
within  twelve  months.  I  notice  that  in 
making  his  summary  of  results  Mr.  Bales 
reckons  percentages  from  the  day  the  hen 
began  to  lay,  and  makes  no  account  of  the 
days  when  she  was  not  laying.  No  objection 
can  be  made  to  that  as  long  as  the  cin-um- 
Btances  are  understood,  but  naturally  one  feels 
curious  iu  such  a  case  as  that  of  No.  75,  which 
laid  144  eggs  in  the  1S4  days  from  May  1st  to 
October  31st,  to  know  what  tbe  hen  was  doing 
the  rest  of  the  year. 

Before  passing  to  special  consideration  of 
the  two  heavy  laying  hens  let  me  give  Mr. 
Bates'  summary  of  the  performance  of  the 
16  bens  in  the  pen  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as 
given  on  the  Noveml)er  record  sheet: 


No. 

Eggs. 

Days. 

S 

169 

273 

Feb. 

1- 

-Oct. 

31 

62% 

9 

131 

293 

Jan. 

11 

-Oct. 

31 

U<7r. 

11 

196 

279 

Jan. 

25 

-Oct. 

31 

70r'f 

12 

126 

281 

Jan. 

23 

-Oct. 

31 

U% 

It 

174 

284 

Jan. 

21 

-Oct. 

31 

60"^ 

•JO 

140 

281 

Jan. 

21- 

-Oct. 

31 

■19't 

45 

174 

284 

Jan. 

21 

-Oct. 

31 

60% 

48 

142 

284 

Jan. 

21- 

-Oct. 

31 

50% 

52 

177 

277 

Jan. 

24- 

-Oct. 

31 

i-A% 

61 

107 

245 

Mar. 

1- 

-Oct. 

31 

43'r 

75 

144 

184 

-May 

1 

-Oct. 

31 

7S<7f 

315 

213 

284 

•Jan. 

20- 

-Oct. 

31 

~5% 

130 

136 

245 

Mar. 

1- 

-Oct. 

31 

55% 

140 

116 

277 

Jan. 

27 

-Oct. 

31 

i\% 

145 

122 

281 

Jan . 

23- 

-Oct. 

31 

iS% 

147 

1-13 

284 

Jan. 

21- 

-Oct. 

31 

50% 

FROM  20  INCUBATORS  TO  20,000 

That  is  the  unbeaten  record  of  the  Prairie  State  Incnbators:  20  sold 
first  rear— 20,000  sold  in  V.m.  Prominent  duck  and  poultry  breeders  favor  the 
Prairie  State  l>ecause  it  s  always  reliable  and  gives  high  per  cent  hatches. 
The  United  States  GoTernment  nses  them  exclusively.  Be  sure  to  send  for 
our  free,  illustrated  cafaloe  full  of  pictures— amon?  them  photos  ot  incubator 

rooms  where  -n     so  of  our  machines  are  in  active  operation.  ' 
PRAIRIE  STATE  I.NCUBATOR  CO..  Lock  Box  1  6  ,  Homer  City.  Pa 


Prairie  State  Incubators 

\vi;ite;  to 

JOS.  BREGK&S0NS,47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


■ni.  v  ;u,.  \,  w  l-.iisrlMM.I 
aud  ISKOODEKS,  will 


i..u'afull  line  of  llir  Prairie  Slale  INCUBATORS 
!•  KEE  and  quole  factory  prices. 


Now  taking  the  records  for  the  full  year, 
365  days,  we  have,  adding  the  eggs  laid  in 
November  and  December,  the  production  for 
twelve  months,  as  follows  : 


No.  8, 

201  eggs. 

No.  0, 

136  eggs. 

No.  11, 

214  eggs. 

No.  12, 

152  eggs. 

No.  14, 

17a  eggs. 

No.  20, 

164  eggs. 

No.  45, 

179  eggs. 

No.  48, 

167  eggs. 

No.  52, 

201  eggs. 

No.  61, 

141  eggs. 

No.  75, 

171  eggs. 

No.  115, 

240  eggs. 

No.  130, 

136  eggs. 

No.  140, 

133  eggs. 

No.  145, 

122  eggs. 

No.  147, 

H3  eggs. 

Pari's  PBOisree-Brefl  Beis 

BKEEDERS  NOW   FOR  SALE. 


M.il-ES  S3  to  SIO  ;       FJEMALKS  S2  to  S5 

Shipped  on  approval. 
P.  R.  PAKK,    Reading,  BlaBg. 

Corner  Hull  aud  Pearl  St., 


CLEANED  and 
FILLED  in  a 
MINUTE,  ii.e 

latest,  clieapest 
aud  Ipest.  See  the 
name.  Any  poul- 
try supply  dealer 
—or  direct  from 


ATSATT  RROS.. 
Mattapoisett,        -  Mags. 
Send  for  circulars. 


There  wc  have  sixteen  bens  with  four  in  the 
200-egg  class  —  by  their  production  for  that 
year;  with  an  average  per  hen  for  the  si.xteen 
of  107  eggs;  and  with  four  hens  besides  tbe 
200-egg  ones  surpassing  the  average;  aud  wilh 
no  hen  below  ten  dozen  eggs  per  year.  That 
is  a  mighty  good  record. 

The  four  hens  reaching  the  200-egg  mark 
are  closely  related.  No.  S  being  the  dam  of 
No8.  11  and  52,  and  the  granddam  of  No.  115, 
a  daughter  of  No.  11.  Other  daughters  of 
No.  8  were  Nos.  45  and  48.  No.  75  was  a 
daughter  of  No.  115,  hatched  In  the  fall  of 
1901,  and  probably  in  the  200-egg  class  had  she 
been  more  mature  at  the  beginning  of  the 
calendar  year. 

Following  the  records  of  these  hens  through 
the  ten  months  of  1903,  for  which  records  are 
furnished,  we  have : 

No.  8,  164  eggs. 

No.  12,  98  eggs. 

No.  20,  155  eggs. 

No.  45,  168  eggs. 

No.  48,  lo4  eggs. 

No.  52,  185  eggs. 

No.  75,  179  eggs, 

nearlv   as  I  can  determine  from 


NETTLETON'S 

LT.  BRAHMAS 

.Winners  of  the  Blue  at  many  exhibitions.  Size  and 
quality  is  what  I  have. 

An  extra  nice  lot  of  young  birds  for  sale  after 
Oct.].  A  few  tins  season  breeding  cockerels  at  S-5 
and  SIO  each,  grand  birds. 

C.  P.  XETTiETOX,  Box  15<>.  Shelton,  Conn. 

TRY  HOUGHTON'S  WIRE  KGG  CAKKIEK 

For  ship- 
ping eggs, 
and  bis  wire 
egg  turner  to 
bold  and  turn 
eggs  to  be 
used  for 
hatching. 
Price  list  of 
H.  HOUGHTON,  Harvard,  Mass. 


White 


NOURSE'S 

Plymoutli 


Rocks 


As 


the 


The  best  general  purpose  fowl.  FIRST  PRIZE 
WINNERS  acAmeiica's  greatest  sliows  for  eleven 
years.  Great  lavei  s  of  brown  eggs  and  superiia- 
table  fowls.  Circular  free. 

PLE.4SANT  VIEW  F.4.RM, 

H.  A.  Nourse,  Prop.  Box  A.  Barre,  .Mass. 


THE   BEST  CHICKEIMS 

Are  iievi  r  raise<i  in  lousy,  tiUliv  ijiiarters.  bin  ;ii  e  those  tlial  are  kepi  clean,  comfortable  and  free 
from  verniiD.  This  is  why  ihey  are  THK  BKST.  tiood  feed  ami  ^rootl  care  with  pleniv  of  Oeaih 
to  Lice  will  not  make  show  birds  out  of  ordinary  stock,  but  poor  feed  and  [uior  care,  with  no  reined v 
for  lice,  will  make  culls  of  the  finest  stock  in  tlie  laud.  This  is  the  reason  we  use  aud  sell  so  mucii 
Death  lo  Lice. 

THE   BEST  TIME 

To  look  for  lice  is  when  you  think  of  it.  You  should  think  of  it  when  voii  read  this  advertisemciil. 
The  best  lime  lo  flfflit  lice  is  as  soon  as  yod  have  the  ri*;ht  remedy.  If  "you  have  small  ciiiokens.  go 
this  evening;  with  a  lantern  and  e:xamine  their  heads.  If  you  cannot  sei*  anything  wrong,  moisten  the 
end  of  vour  finffer  with  kerosene  and  appiv  lo  the  top  of  their  heads  and  see  if  auv  lice  back  uui  of 
their  hiding  place.  Death  to  Lice  Ointment  will  kill  them  iu  their  tracks. 


THE   BEST  WAY 


To  find  lice  on  hens  or  lartre  chit-kens  is  lo  examine  among  their  tluflfy  feathers  aronnd  the  thighs 
aud  beneath  the  vent.  A  small  handful  of  ileal h  lo  Lice  Powder  here  is  ail  that  is  neeiit d  lo  desirov 
tltese  ticklers.  Spider  lice  or  miles  mde  in  cracks  aud  crevices  around  the  roosts  and  uestsduriuir 
the  dav,  and  wil!  crawl  out  aud  upon  tbe  hens  aud  chickens  durinar  the  ni,ffhl  and  feast  upon  theiV 
blood. "so  that  they  are  rediustead  of  irr;»y  in  the  morning.  You  can  smell  Ihese  uasty  MtiW  fellows 
wh<'n  Ihey  swarm  in  hu  ^re  numbers,  or  can  lind  tliem  by  loitkiug  under  and  around  the  ends  of  the 
roosts.  VVe  have  a  "Special"  for  dissolving:  in  kerosene  or  whitcwasli  ihai  will  fix  them,  or  a 
"  Li(juid  "  already  prepared  for  painliuir  or  spra\  in^  iusi<ie  of  the  hen  house, 

THE   BEST  REMEDIES 

To  use  are  those  lhai  are  known  to  l>e  iianuless  u>  the  birds  and  sure  death  to  ilie  insects.  A  whole 
lot  of  clnckens  are  killed  every  year  by  improper  reiuedie?.  The  liest  is  the  cheapest  everv  time. 
One  nice  cliirken  saved  will  pay  for  a  season's  supply  of  Heath  lo  Lice.  I  have  been  nixklng,'  nsinj; 
anil  sellin;.' lice  killers  for  more  than  twenty  years.  1  know  that  I  am  now  sending  out  belter  goods 
than  ever  before.  I  am  giving  niy  customers  the  benetit  of  a  life  long  experience  at  ponlirv  keep- 
ing wilh  every  box  of  Death  to  1, ice  that  thev  buy. 


THE   BEST  THING 


For  V'Ml  to  do  NOW  i*  lo  look  f.-r  liot  iu  y.nirluu  house,. vo;;r  i.,  i.s  ,-iiioketis.  li  v.iudo 
not  see  anv  at  tirst,  look  again.  Wheu  \  ou  ii.>  liiid  ihe  lice  write  aiid  leil  me  where  and  t  wiir»dvi<e 
yon  what  I'o  do  lo  get  riii  of  them.  If  you  want  a  remedy  at  once,  send  me  any  sum,  tiom  liV  to  $1 
accord i HIT  to  the  sl/e  of  vonr  flock,  and  I  w  ill  send  you  what  vou  uee<l.  If  vou  send  J^i.HO  1  will  <end 
VOII  a  case  at  wholesale  irom  nearest  johlier.  Money  back  if  not  s.ttisfactorv.  Pivket  BiVk  I'oiu'ers 
Kree. 

Box  800, 


D.  J.  LAMBERT, 


Apponaug.  R.  I. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD,  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  w  ill  benefit  you— please  them  —  and  help  ii< 


G36 


Karm:=  Poultry 


August  15 


records  No.  8  pi  oducetl  in  Ihe  lour  daughters 
mentioned  in  the  records  two  in  the  200-egg 
class,  and  two  good  layers,  but  not  in  that 
class.  But  to  know  how  near  the  breeder 
came  to  having  a  strain  according  to  the 
definition  given,  we  must  know  the  perform- 
ance of  a  large  enough  number  of  her 
daughters,  taken  as  they  came,  to  give  a  fair 
idea  of  her  quality  as  a  breeder.  It  makes  a 
great  deal  of  difference  in  the  significance  of 
the  performance  of  these  hens  whether  they 
were  four  of  four,  or  four  of  six  or  eight,  or 
four  selected  from  a  dozen  or  two.  On  this 
point  the  record  gives  no  information. 

The  third  set  of  records  is  for  a  pen  of  10 
hens  which  included  number  11  and  eight 
daughters  of  No.  115.  These  are  especially 
interesting  as  being  a  fair  sized  group  line 
bred  from  200-egg  hens.  The  first  is  No.  402 ; 
from  Jan.  1  to  the  end  of  June  she  laid  95 
eggs.  Her  record  does  not  appear  on  the  fol- 
lowing sheets : 

No.  416  laid  140  eggs  from  Dec.  30,  1902,  to 
Oct.  31,  1903. 

No.  418  laid  IGl  eggs  from  Jan.  6  to  Oct.  31. 

No.  435  laid  141  eggs  from  March  25  to  Oct. 
31. 

No.  43G  laid  178  eggs  from  Nov.  27  to  Oct. 
31. 

No.  437  laid  170  eggs  from  Dec.  3  to  Oct.  31. 

No.  400  b.id  216  eggs  from  Oct.  25,  1902,  to 
Oct.  31,  1903. 

She  laid  in  the  year  from  Oct.  25,  1902,  210 
eggs. 

No.  490  laid  149  eggs  from  March  17  to  Oct. 
31. 

I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Bates  did  not  furnish 
records  for  the  remainder  of  the  period  neces- 
sary to  make  a  report  of  a  full  year's  laying 
for  these  hens.  I  wish  he  would  do  so,  and 
also  furnish  such  other  information  as  is 
necessary  before  it  can  be  determined  whether 
his  stock  bred  from  No.  115  fills  our  specifica- 
tions. 

The  record  for  September  and  October 
shows  that  Nos.  416  and  418  had  stopped  hiv- 
ing, the  first  early  in  September,  the  other 
early  in  October.  I  presume  therefore,  that 
neither  of  these  hens  would  make  the  200-egg 
class.  No.  435  stopped  laying  early  in  Octo- 
ber, but  as  will  be  seen  might  easily  molt  and 
come  up  to  the  200-egg  mark  within  a  year  of 
laying  maturity.  For  Nos.  436  and  437  we 
have  practically  the  record  of  laying  for  a 
year,  with  neither  quite  up  to  the  200-egg 
standard.  No.  460  is  in  the  200-egg  class.  No. 
400  might  be  if  complete  records  weie  fur- 
ni-shed.  This  is  good  laying,  but  we  seem  still 
KOnsiderably  short  of  the  I'equired  propoi'tion 
of  200-egg  hens  in  the  eight  for  which  we 
have  records,  with  nothing  yet  said  about  the 
laying  capacity  or  performance  of  any  other 
progeny  of  fhis  hen.  It  would  appear  from 
the  dates  on  which  these  hens  began  laying 
that  they  were  selected  from  pullets  tiati-hed 
at  various  times  throughout  a  long  season,  or 
that,  for  whatever  reason,  very  few  pullets 
were  produced  from  hen  No.  115. 

Here  is  another  [loint  on  which  information 
is  wanted.  It  has  been  the  experience  ot 
most  of  those  who  have  experimented  will' 
very  heavy  layers,  I  hat  the  eggs  of  such  were 
apt  to  be  largely  infertile  and  the  chicks  weak. 
Tliere  have  been  exceptions  to  this  rule,  but 
they  have  not  been  numerous. 

These  requests  for  furlher  information  aie 
not  maile  in  any  spirit  of  minimizing  what 
Mr.  Bates  has  dune.  Wiiile  I  am  not  yet  able 
to  see  that  he  has  established  a  strain,  I  think 
be  desei  ves  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  pro- 
gress made,  and  slill  more  for  his  readiness  to 
submit  his  figures  to  an  examination  by  a 
person  I  juilge  he  honestly  thinks  prejudiced 
against  etlbrl  along  that  line  and  likely  to 
make  the  most  of  any  weak  points  in  tlie 
l  ecord.  In  this  Mr.  Bales  has  shown  more  of 
the  courage  of  bis  convictions  than  has  here- 
tofore been  manifested  in  that  connection. 

IVrsonally,  the  thing  that  would  please  me 
mure  than  to  have  200-egg  strains  well  estali- 
lished  and  giving  general  re-nlls  that  would 
support  the  claims  maile  for  them  uouhl  he  to 
own  a  nice  flock  of  lhat  kin<l.  But  however 
often  the  goal  may  seem  to  be  approached  liy 
enthusiastic  and  painstaking  workers  seekirg 
for  that  result  1  never  expect  lo  see  it  broui; ht 
about.  There  are  too  many  other  ag<'ncies 
constantly  at  work  against  the  efforts  of  the 
breeder,  and  nature's  laws  are  such  lhat  when 
one  feels  most  sure  that  his  work  is  complete 
he  is  apt  to  tind  results  changing  their  com- 
plexion. 

Of  rour>(>  to  those  who  take  more  roseate 
views  of  tliese  matters  my  position  is  that  of  a 
croaker  and  a  pessimist.  So  far,  however, 
Ihe  facts  support  that  position.  Ml'.  Bales' 
prospects  of  changing  the  balance  of  the  facts 
ami  making  me  change  my  view  seems  lo  be 
heller  than  anyone  else's  at  present,  yet  I  am 
not  worrying  over  the  outlook. 


Its  Ground  for  Faith  in  Itself. 


HAWKINS 


a^TT^HE  breeders  must  use  the  Stand- 
I  ard  whether  they  will  or  not. 
How  else  can  a  show  be  judged'? 
They  cannot  bejudged  by  the  laws 
of  Massachusetts,  Illinois,  or  Moses.  There  is 
no  other  way,  absolutely  none;  it  is  the  only 
pebble  on  the  beach.  You  can  get  up  all  the 
associations  you  wish,  ignore  the  A.  P.  A.  all 
you  wish,  but  the  shows  must  bejudged  by  ifs 
Standard.  Get  up  anew  Standard,  you  say. 
All  right;  but  it  must  necessarily  be  on  the  same 
line  with  the  one  we  have.  You  all  can  kick, 
tear  your  hair,  throw  bombs  into  the  A.  P.  A., 
bust  it  up  and  make  new  history.  But  poul- 
try must  bejudged  on  the  Standard  of  today 
and  its  revisions  of  the  future,  by  whatever 
name  it  is  called.  The  foundation  cannot  be 
undermined,  and  to  Jlr.  J.  II.  Robinson  and 
all  others  I  would  advise,  get  in  step  with  the 
real  fanciers."  —  Westpolnt,  in  American 
Fancier. 

Replying  to  the  question  :  How,  but  by  the 
A.  P.  A.  Standard  can  a  show  bejudged? 

There  are  several  ways  in  which  a  show  can 
be  judged  with  partial  or  total  disregard  of 
the  A.  P.  A.  Standard. 


In  these  days  it  does  not  make  Standards,  it 
simply  patches  and  tinkers  them.  The  breed- 
ers make  the  breeds  before  the  A.  P.  A.  has 
anything  to  do  with  them.  The  Standard  is 
simply  the  description  a  la  A.  P.  A.  of  the 
ideal  of  the  breeders,  and  these  descriptions 
were  not  invented  by  the  A.  P.  A.  It  bor- 
rowed its  first  models  and  much  of  its  matter 
from  England. 

Moreover,  every  intelligent  poultryman  in 
this  country  who  Is  familiar  enough  with  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  the  laws  which  afTect 
them,  knows  that  the  breeders  of  this  country, 
whenever  they  choose  to  do  so,  can  make  new 
standards  from  Bari-ed  Rocks  to  Egyptian 
geese,  describing  the  same  birds  in  dift'erent 
language,  and  use  those  Standards,  thus 
making  the  A.  P.  A.  Standard  obsolete,  and 
putting  the  old  association  out  of  business. 

Those  who  think  lhat  in  Its  possession  of 
the  "  Standard  "  the  A.  P.  A.  has  a  perpetual 
lease  to  live  and  do  as  it  jileases,  and  that  the 
poultrymen  will  always  yield  to  the  few  who 
assume  to  be  the  only  sparkles  on  the  only 
pebble  oti  the  beach,  entirely  misapprehend 
the  situation. 


liieeds  .Vnierica's  Best 


Red  Cups, 


One  way  is  liy  the  "Decimal  Score  Card." 
Some  of  the  wise  ones  in  the  "old  association"' 
say  that  the  Standard  cannot  be  applied  liy 
the  decimal  score  card.  That  shows  are 
judged  by  the  decimal  system  is  a  fact  which 
no  sane  person  will  deny.  It  follows  either 
that  the  Standard  can  be  applied  by  the  deci- 
mal system,  or  that  shows  are  judged  without 
the  Standard. 

There  is  still  another  way  by  which  a  show 
can  bejudged  without  particular  reference  lo 
the  Standard, — i.e.,  — by  judges  who  have 
ideas  not  in  accordance  with  the  common 
interpretation  of  the  meaning  of  the  Standard. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  lhat  kind  of  judging 
done. 

Then  as  to  non-standard  breeds.  There 
have  been  shows  In  this  country  within  a  vei'v 
short  time  where  the  leading  classes  were  non- 
standard, some  even  where  the  greater  |)art  of 
the  birds  exhibited  were  non-standard.  I 
refer  to  strong  R.  I.  Red  shows.  The  condi- 
tions at  these  shows,  and  the  comparison  of 
Ihe  portions  of  the  R.  I.  Reds  before  and 
after  the  admission  of  the  breed  to  the  Stand- 
ard well  illustrates  the  flimsiness  of  the  claims 
that  the  A.  P.  A.  has  any  real  power  or 
authority. 


Unquestionably  there  «ill  always  be  com- 
petition among  breeders,  and  must  be  stand- 
ards of  some  sort  as  long  as  there  is  judging 
in  competition,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  all 
the  descriptions  of  all  "  recognized  "  varieties 
of  fowls  will  always  be  the  sole  copyrighted 
property  of  an  association  containing  a  small 
fraction  of  the  fanciers  of  that  country,  and 
manipulated  by  a  still  smaller  fraction  of  that 
fraction.  The  plain  fact  is  that  Ihe  American 
Poultry  Association  owes  its  existence  much 
more  to  the  easy  going  courtesy  of  the  poultry 
public  than  to  any  virtue  In  it,  or  force  or 
ability  in  its  offi<'ers.  AV'ithiii  the  past  fi  w 
years  it  has  strained  the  bonds  that  hold  the 
public  to  it,  and  when  ii  few  members  seem  to 
be  earnestly  seeking  to  place  the  association  on 
a  better  basis,  it  is  the  height  of  folly  for 
others  to  bluster  and  swagger  about,  virtually 
saving  to  the  public,  we  ha\e  a  hold  on  you 
which  we  do  not  intend  to  let  go,  and  you 
must  dance  to  our  piping  whenever  we  see  fit. 
It  would  be  foolish  even  if  the  association  had 
the  authority  these  fondly  imagine  for  it.  As 
its  authority  has  little  reality,  this  attitude  of 
its  members  borders  on  mailness.  Perhaps 
this  ebullition  of  it  is  to  be  explained  as  due  to 
the  warm  weather. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

Barred,  White  and  liiifl'. 

WYANDOTTES 

Silver,  White  and  Hufl'. 

JEGGS  and  BIIID.S  at  honest  prices.  CatahiSue 
of  America's  best  free. 

A.  C.  HAWKINS, 

l!ox  :>.  tam  aster.  Mass, 


Smith  Sealed  Leg  Band 

I  prevents  substitution,  Lar^'e,  easily 
I  read  numliers  (  never  dupiii  .ited  )  mi 
[band,  sealed  with  your  initial  gives 
'  positiveidentification.  Prices: 
2o,bi)c.  (i{),|1.00;  100,  $l.r>0.  Lettere-I 
(sealer.  65c,  nicl;el  plated.  7.")c.  Samples  and  leg  booklet 
■  for  stamp.  Write  for  them  today.  We  make  the  faniuus 
I  Climax  band  and  Davis  Poultry  Punch. 

!  The  Keyes-Davis  Co..  Ltd.,  Dep.F,Battl8  Creek,  Mich. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Prize  Winners  and  Heavy  Layers  Combined 

Al  tlic  frieat  show  at  Snrinfrlicid,  with  t-i,i;lit  birds 
eiiii-i  L-d.  Jiye  were  Imuoiid  by  Isi  pi 

.lud^re  T.E.Oi  r  pronounced  our  1st  prize  pi  n  lit'Her 
llian  he  had  ever  seen  in  N,  V.  .sbtAv.  At  .Sonlh 
Fraiiiintrham  we  tlie  crtani  incUidiug  1st  and  2(1 
jiens.  300  leniales  and  ninh  s  for  sale. 

F.  P.  PULSIFEK  &  CO.,  Natick,  Mass. 


VIGTOR  BNCUBATORS 

are  superior  in  construction  and 
simple  and  economical  in  operation. 
Tliey  work  regardless  of  weatlier  or 
seasons.  Every  fertile  ejjg  means  a 
chxk.  We  nay  freight.  Our  money- 
back  guarantee  protects  you.  Our 
book  gives  pointers  that  may  mean 
dollarstoyou.  It's  free.  Wriie  to- 
day. Just  say  "Send  the  Victor 
Book"  and  we  U  do  it. 

GEO.  ERTEB.  CO.,  Quincy,  III. 


Buffinton 


Has  for  sale  Buff,  Cnlumlilan  and  Silver  Penciled 
W  vaTidi.ltes;  liufl',  I'artridKe  ami  \\  liitc  rivniDUlb 
Kociis;  Huff  LeKlioriis;  Uutl',  Bhici<,  W  liUc  ami  P.irl- 
ritixe  t  t)cliin  IJaiilaiiis.  Let  lis  l^iKiw  just  what  )ou 
want,  and  we  vill  uialce  tlie  price  ri^lit. 

KOWLANIJ  G.  ISUFFINTON, 

Box  677,  Fall  Kiver,  Mass, 


LITTLE  CHICKS 

The  only  liooli  pnhlislifd  tliat  tells  liow  to 
sncccssfniiy  lialch  anil  rv.ir  I.illli  *  liicks.  Wiil- 
tcii  l)\  the  most  l*ractical  i'ouilrj  ineu.  u\cr  1(10 
pa.KfS. 

LM'ice  .^Oc.  iiostpaid.   Circular  free. 
liXCEiSIOK  WIRE  &  POULTItY  SUP- 
PLY CO.,  Dept.  1. 
26  &  38  Vesey  St.,   New  York  City. 


BETTER  THAN  EVEB. 


My 


Keds,  while  posse^^siiifr  all  llie  good  qiiatitiesof 
last  year. 


RED  EYE,  RED  LOBES, 
RED  SURFACE  and  UNDERCOLOR 

are  lar;.^*.T,  more  iiitifoi  ni  in  surface  eoloi-,alid  in  fact 
nearei  the  perfeeuoii  we  ;:ll  sliivetor.  E^^^^s  lr,.ni 
liest  pens,  Sl..iH  fi.r  l  ;:  4  filliu^'s  $.5.  General  sloi  U 
$4.50  per  100.  muled  to  exira  sood  cocUerels. 

F.  \V.  C.  Al,l\l  Y,  Tiv.  4Cors..  1:.  I. 


BEAUTIFUL  PICTURE 

pin  Colors  FKEE  with  a  Snm- 
pie  (^opy  of  Fancier's  Gazette, 
iiiBtruolive  poultrT  paper  pub'ish- 
lachea  you  bnw  to  make  idodo,v  out 
'  of  the  c:rciteBt  iodiiatry  in  tb»  world.  Also 
I.-arn  about  our  J15,0(X;  Fair  priio 

ofTcr.    Send  us  your  naice  on  a  poi^tal  card. 

Fancier's  Gazette  Co. 

i>  £.  Wasblnt;tuD  St.  IndlanapoUe,  lod- 


Barred  PlymoutH  RogKs. 

l>T:i(liiaoti  .Sqnai'e  riardon  WiTiiieria.  ■\\"iile 
for  free  (MlaloL'm  e,. nlaiiiiii,!;  liMlf  loiies  of  liird^  .-nHi 
planl.  ;ind  full  de>eripli'Ui  of  AiiKaica's  ;:re;ilest 
winning  strain  of  IJarred  ItocKs. 

GAIJDNER  *  DITNNINO, 

M.  S.  GARDNER,  Afaiiau-er. 

Auburn,  N.  y, 


To  ^^y,  When  writing  sdvertisers,  "SAW  AP.  !N  FARA^-POyi-TRY,"  will  benefit  yoH-plesse  them  -and  help  hsj 
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5 HOWS  TO  OCCUR. 


11.2—7.  Pi-<iri:i.  III.  (■ 
M.  Siiliiuiers.  Judji 
1>;>iiviiIl'. 


K.  Xli.nU'S,  W.C.  I'k  i 
s.  O.  L.  .Mct  oid,  Sii 


Secretaries  of  Shows  are  Requested  to  Note  Errors 
or  Omissions,  and  Notify  Us  With  Correction 
of  Same. 


The  name  cf      ciiy  vhere  a  shotf  U  hehi  prm^et/ i>i  full  faced  type  mdicafej  that  arrangements /or  publi' 

cation  of  atrard.<  in  this  paptr  Aace  bei  n  made. 

To  Secretaries  of  Poultry  Associations: — 

AVe  desire  lo  have  the  list  of  poultry  show  dates  imblishid  in  this  paper  complete  aud  correct  incvirry  par- 
ticular. Itisasmuchlo  yourinterest  as  to  ours  that  it  should  be  so.  Copies  of  each  issue  in  whicli 
the  list  appears  will  be  seal  to  all  secretaries  of  associations,  and  we  urj;eutly  request  secretaries  to 
note  any  error  or  omission  and  furnish  correelioo  pronipUy.  Especially  do  we  request  that  in  case  of 
a  change  of  dates  or  in  case  a  projected  show  is  abandoueU  notice  be  seut  us  promptly. 

To  Our  Readers:— 

licuih  r>  "f  ilie  paper  who  arc  members  of  associations,  who  may  note  errors  iu  regard  to  shows  in  which 
thi  y  ure  interested  are  requested  to  have  Ihu  correction  furnished  us  by  the  secretary  or  other  autliur- 
ized  officer  of  the  a>soi_-iation.   We  cannot  make  corrections  on  unofficial  information. 

To  All  Poultry  Fanciers  and  Exhibitors' — 

A;nin,as  in  the  last  few  years.  FARif-POf  ltky  will  publish  lists  of  poultry  awards  in  full  for  all  assocm- 
tions  complying  with  the  reasonable  andadvanla:^cuus  comlitions  we  offer.  Name  of  shows  of  associa- 
tions accepting  our  proposition  are  printe*!  in  full  faced  type  when  notice  to  that  effect  is  sent  us 
Persons  interested  in  shows  not  thus  marked,  and  desiring  lu  have  awanls  for  same  published  In  this 
paper  should  not  write  to  us  about  the  matter,  but  should  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  their  association. 
Our  proposition  is  made  to  all  alike,  is  fair  and  generous;  it  s|>cak6  lor  itself.  AVc  have  neither  time 
nor  Inclination  to  urge  it  on  associations  which  arc  indifferent  to  it,  or  to  follow  up  the  matter  with 
secretaries  who  fuil  lo  preset;!  it  to  their  association. 


THIS  IS  OUR  OFFER: 

To  every  Show  Association  accepting  the  conditions  stated  below, 
we  will  give  five  ,5]  full  year  subscriptions  to  Farm-Poultry  to  be  awarded 
as  special  premiums  on  poultry  as  the  managers  of  the  show  may  decide, 
and  we  will  publish  the  poultry  winnings  at  their  show  in  full. 

THE  CONDITIONS: 

Iiists  of  awards  to  be  sent  us  promptly  after  the  show  on  the  blanks 
we  provide  for  that  purpose,  and  to  have  appended  lists  of  names  and 
addresses  of  the  exhibitors  not  winning  prizes. 

Advertisement  of  FARM-POULTRY,  the  conspicuous  feature  of 
which  is  the  simple  statement  that  awards  will  be  published  in  FARM- 
POULTRY,  to  be  inserted  in  the  premium  list.  Associations  generally 
give  our  ad.  a  page  or  half-page  in  the  premium  list,  according  to  size  of 
page  and  space  available,  to  be  inserted  in  the  premium  list  in  good  posi- 
tion and  with  good  margin  of  white  space  all  around  it. 


New  England  States. 

S'  |>t.  ?r -'29.    Taunton,  Mass.    Bristol  C'oiinly 

Fair.      .  H.  S|irij;it.Sui.l.  of  PoulUy. 
()ci.4— 7.   Brockton  Fair. 

Nuv.30— Dcc.S.  Providence,  K.  I.  W.  I.  Brown. 
Sec'y. 

Siiv.  :)0— Dec.  3.  Brockton,  Mass.  G.  A.  Brawn, 
Sn--v. 

Niiv.  3f>— DiT.  :>.  Danbury.  C  onn.   I).  A.  Nlcliols,  .1. 

il.  l)rtvcn.slt-<lt,  .JnU;;cs.  C.H.  Bi  undajie,  S'y. 
Uic.  .5  —  8.   Fortlanil,  M»>.    Main-*  Stale  Siiow. 

ilankins.  Waisoii,  ami  Coffin.  Judges.  A.  I.. 

.Merrill.  Sec'y. 

Hcc.G— 7.  Greenfield,  llass.  .).  Fred  Craugic,  Jndge. 

H.  I..  Moody,  Sec  y. 

Uec.B— 6.  MedJord,  .Mass.  Wni.  H.  Tync,  Sec'v  an.l 
Treas. 

Dec.  1-3— 15.   West  Bro.ikfield.  Mass.   H.  S.  Ball  an<l 

U.  J.  Laiulwrt.  Jud4res.  E.  I,.  Iticliaidsou,  Sec  y . 
Dec  ).3— 16.  Springfield.  Mass.  C.  A.  Ballon.  M'or- 

cesier:  M.  F.  Delano.  .Millvllie.  S.J.-.G.  II. 

NortlMip.  lU.  eville.  N.  V.;  \V.  li.  Card.  Bristol. 

Ct.:  A.  F.  Pierce.  Winchester.  N.  H.;  (4.  I". 

ColHn.  Freep..rt.Me.;  W.  .1  .Stanton,  New  York; 

.1.  Fred  Watson.  Xasliiia,  N.  H.;  T.  E.  Orr. 

Heaver.  Pa  .  .ludpcs.    W.  K.  Graves.  See"y. 
Dec.  H— 16.  No.  AbiDgton,  Mass.    Janics  H.  Dwytr, 

Sec'y. 

Dec.  21 --B.  AV est  Haven.  Conn.  D.  A.  Nicliols  and 
W.  it.  AthertOD.  Judjies.   E.  J.  Cl  awford.  Sec  y. 

Dec.27— 30.  .Meriden.  Ct.  T.  F.  Mctirew  and  M  .  II. 
Card.  Judges.   W.U.  Balcliin,  Sec'y. 

Jan. 4— 6.  Adams.  Mass.  A.  W.  SalTord,  Sec"y. 

Jan.  Ifi— 13.  Mi<IdIeton-n.  Ct.  Niclnds.  Card,  and 

I.  o«e.  .Iudge».   \\  m.  1 .  Kieft. Sec'y. 
Jan.lB-21.   Boston,  Muss. 

Jan.  31— Fell.  3.  Keene,  >.  H.  M.  F.  Del.mo.  Dan'l 
P. Shove.  A.  K.  Pierce.  J.  F.  Watson.  N.  D.  Cass, 
Judges.   C.  K.  Spalding.  Sec'y. 

niddle  States. 

Aug.  23-26.  Cortland,  N.  Y.  F.  B.  Zinimcr.  ludge. 

\\  .  J.  Greeiiman.  Sec'y. 
Aug.29— Sepi.-2.  Hornellsvillo.  X.  Y'.  Geo.ll.Bni  - 

golt.  Judge.  Clyde  A.  Sliults.  Sec'y. 
Aug.         Sepl.2.  Chatham.  X.  Y.   W.  A.  Dardess. 

Sec'y. 

Ang.:io-.Sept.  2.  Cambridge.  N.  Y.  Elliot  B.  .Nor- 
ton. Sec'y. 

Sept.  -i- 10.   Syracuse.  X.  Y.     S.  C.  .Shave]-.  Sec'v, 

Albany,  N.Y. 
Sept.  13—16.   PoiiL-likcepsie.  N.  Y.    J.  II.  Dicven- 

sle<lf.  F.  If.  Zimnier,  Judges. 
Nov,  li'.— 18.  Johnstown.  :<.  Y.   D.  A.  Nichols.  D. 

I.  oiC'iln  Orr.  John  D.  Ja<|uiiis,  J.  S.  Sprakei . 
<ieo.  Pliellerplace,  H.J.  Uuilliot.  K.  li.  Ziniiner, 
J.  If.  Drevenstedl.  Judges.  H.  W.  Moslier. 
Sec'y. 

N..v.20-'26.  Allegheny, Pa.  Fred  Baier.  Sec'y. 
Nov. 'ig— Dec.  .I.  New  York.  Clias.  Kd.  Gauss.  Sec'v. 
Dec.  .5-9.  Corfu,  N.T.  J.  Y.  Bicknell.  and  W.  G. 

Brace.  Judges.  Chas.  I'hi-lps,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  .5-10.    Ilazlctou.  Pa.  J.  E.  Anderson,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6-10.  Waldeii.  N.  Y'.  J.  11.  Drevenstedi.  Judge. 

II.  W.  Millspaugh,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  6-10.  Erie.  Pa.    W.  C.  Pierce.  Judge.    F.  E. 

'riiomps^iu.  Sec'y. 
Dec. 7-10.  Blandon.  Pa.   E.  li.  Wilkinson, Sec'y. 
Dec.  8-14.    Lockporl.  N.  Y.   W.  George  Walker. 

Sec'y. 

pec.  1.=— 17  Rntherford,  N.  J.  Stanton  and 
V'-Grew,  Judges.  <ieo.  II.  Fessenilen.  Sec'y. 


Dec.  27-31.   l.itilz.  Pa.  C.  H.  Rhodes.  Judge.  M.ll. 

Caldwell.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  3— 7.  New  York.  Madisjin  Square  Garden.  11. 

V.  Crawford,  .Monlclair.  N.  J..  Sec'y. 
Jan.  6-12.  I!. .Chester.  N.  Y.  Geo.  J.  Keller.  Sec'v, 

72-5  .Mt.  Ilnpe  Ave. 
Jan.  I!)-?;.  Auburn.  N.  Y.  H.  J.  Qnilliot.  W.  J. 

Staniiin,  (ieo.  Webb,  Irving  Ciiicker,  and  .M. 

Davenport. Judges.  J.  11. Scoii, Sec'y. 
Jan.  24—29.    .Salamnnca,  N.  T.    J.  Y'.  Bicknell. 

,'udge.  C.  II.  .Miller.  Jr..  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2.5—27.  KingstoD,  N.  Y'.  F.  E.  Mullei-.  Sec'v. 

Ritton. 

Feb.  20— 2i.  Piltsbiirg.  Pa.  J.  II.  Dievensledt.  Geo. 
II.  lUirgolt,  Tlieo.  Hcwes,  aud  \V.  C.  Pierce, 
Judges.   W.C.Sulch, Sec'v. 


Southern  States. 


t)cl.l7— >2.    Ualeigh.  N.  C.    Norlh  Carolina  Slate 

Fair.  W.  C.  Denny .  Judge.  J.  E.  Piigue.  Sec'y. 
Nov.  •>2-26.  Waco.. Tex.  G .  P.  Savage,  Judge.  W. 

W.  Downs,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  .5  —  10.    Atlanta.  Ga.    F.  J.  M.irsluill,  Judge. 

CO.  Harwell, Sec'y. 
Dec.  12— 17.   Oweiisboro.  Ky.   W.  C.  Pleice,  Judge. 

Benj.  H.  Baker, Sec'y. 
Dec.  21  —  21.  Henderson,  Ky.   M.  Merrill  Alves. 

Sec'y. 

Jan.  lG-21.    Charlotte,  N.  C.    11.  P.  Scliwah. 
Judge.   W.  li.  Ale.iiauder,  Sec  y. 


Sepl, 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 
Dec. 

Dec. 
Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 
Jan. 


Near  West  States. 


6—9.  FliiK,  Mich.  In.luslrial  Fair.  J.  E. 
Lyon.  Sec'y. 

21—26.  Slii  boygaii.  Wis.  Tlieo.  Uewes,  Judge. 
A.  II.  >icl  utire.  Sec'y. 

23  —  28.  Chicago,  III.  C.  A.  Damon,  Sec'v, 
Morgan  Pai  k,  III. 

29-nec.  I.  Warren,  <>.  Clias.  McClave,  Judge. 
D.  K.  .Moser,  Sec'y. 

6-9.  Rifiingrsnn.  O.  Jas.  .\.  Tucker.  Judge.  E. 
.M .  \  aniliei'  I,  Sec'y. 

6-9.  Tayloisville.  III.  I>.  T.  Heimlich,  Judge. 
C.  .K.  Moxley  .Sec'y . 

13-16.  Qiiincy,  Mich.  Chas.  McClave,  Judge. 
A  .  E.  Rogei  s.  Sec'y. 

13—17.  Decatur.  HI.  F.I  Stevenson,  Sec'y 
14—17.   Ashland.  Ohio.  O.  P.  Greer,  Judge 
W.  A. -Mason,  Sec'y. 

19-  24.  Jacksonville.  III. 

20—  24.  Holland, Mich 
I..  1>.  Sprlelsma.  sec'y. 
26  -30.   Lansing.  Mich. 

J.  A.  Turner,  Sec'y.  liiis  Seymour  si. 
26-31.   Princeinn.  Ind.     D.  T.  MacClemcul 
Sec  y,  Evansville. 

W.  S.  Russell,  Judge.  C 


Jau.  3—7.  Lima,  Ohio.  Ira  Keller.  Judge.  Ed. 

ilelser.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  4-8.   Flint,  Mich.    Ben  S.  Myers,  Judge,   c.  (  . 

Goodes,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9— 14.  Charleston.  III.  C.  L.  Carney,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9—1.5.   .Milwaukee,  Wis.  John  A.  Gargen,  Jr.. 

Sec'y.  366  Logan  Ave. 
Jan.  10—14.    Chicago   HeiL-hts.  III.    C.  L.  McCor.l. 

.Judge.  Harry  Neiili.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  11—14.  Crown  Point .  Ind.   Frank  Hicks,  Judge. 

P.  G.  Billefcld, Sec'y. 
Jau. 11— 14.  Martinsville,  Ind.  S.  B.Lane.  Judge. 

J.  E.  Bray,  Sec'y. 
Jau.  11—14.   ('amhridge.  O.   Tlios.  F.  Uigg,  Juilge. 

James  C.  Sarchet.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  11  —  14.    Tiffin,  O.  Ben  S.  Myers.  Judge.  V. 

Crabiree,  Sec'y. 
Jau.  11  —  17.  New  Albany,  liid.    Chas.  McClave, 

Judge.  C.  U.  Mcculloch.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  12— IS.   N.-ipcrville.  III.  Clias.  .McClave,  Judge. 

tisc.-ii"  II.Givler.  Sec"\ . 
Jan.  13—19.  Deli-oit,  Mich.  Thus.  V.  Rigg,  Judge. 

S.  '/..  Ilarruuii,  See'y. 
Jau.  17—20.   Ann  Arbor.  Mich.  James  Tucker,  Judge. 

tieo.  It.  Cooper,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  17—20.    Portland,  Ind.    Theo.  Hcwes,  Judge. 

W.  P.  Hiall,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  18-21.  Angola,  Ind.   S.  IS.  Lane,  Judge.   H.  M. 

(_'iaiii,  Sec'y. 

Jau.  20-24.   Allegan.  Midi.  J.  M.  Rapp,  Judge.  M'. 

H.  Wtiniei  ,  Jr..  Sec'y. 
Jan.2.3-2S.  Cliicago,  III.  F.  L.  Kimmey.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2.3-28.   Delavan.  Wis.  W.  S.  Russell.  Judge.  E. 

L.  Durkee,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  23 -'28.    Oshkosli,  Wis.     F.  H.  Shellabarger, 

Judge.  F.  A.  Allen,  Sec'y. 
Jan. '24-28.  Saginaw,  Mich.  L.  C.  Haunian.  Sec'y. 
Jan. '2.5—31.   Dav  I  on,  (Jliio.   Tlieo.  Hewes.  Juilge.  J. 

C.  Ely,  Sec'y. 


Central  West  States. 


Nov.  21—25.    Garden  Clly,  Mo.    T.  W.  Soulbaivl, 

Judge.  Leslie  Hutt<iu,  Sec'y. 
Nov. 22— '25.  Carthage,  Mo.  Cliarles  McClave  and  (  . 

A.  Emry,  Judges.   E.J.  I'eiigiiet.  Sec'y. 
Nov.  29— Dec.  2.   Colunibus.  Neb.  C.  H.  Rhodes, 

Judge    P.  J.  .McCaltrey.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  1—3.   Spickaids.  Mo.  Theo.  Hewes.  Judge.  I£. 

W.Cook,  Sec'y. 
Dec. 2— 5.   Cottonwood  Falls,  Kans.   C.  H.  Rhodes. 

Judge.  Jennie  E.  Warren,  Sec'y. 
Dec. 5— 10.   Newion,  Kans.  Thos.  Southard,  fludge. 

S.  H.  Behler,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6-9.   Mound  City,  Mo.   C.  II.  Rhodes,  Judge. 

I.  F.  Tyson,  Sec'y - 
Dec.  9-14.   Stanherry,  Mo.  C.  H.  Rhodes,  Judge. 

Robt.  Larmer  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12— 17.  Great  Bend,   Kane.  J.  M.  Rann, 

•ludge.   F.L.  Marsh,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  13-16.  Fayette,  Mo.    C.  H.  Rhodes,  Judge. 

Chas.  G.  Mill!  I .  S.-.  '> . 
Dec.  13-16.      R...  li.-  I.  r.   Minn.      Geo.   D.  Ilolden, 

.Judge.  Loni--  l,..\ii-t/  ^ec'y. 
Dee.  15-18.   Leavenworlh,  Kalis.  J.  L.Todd,  Judge. 

N.  R.  Nye,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19  — 24.    Parsons,  Kans.    I).  T.  Heimlich, 

Judge.  A.  E.  Blaker,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  20— '24.  Loveland,  Colo.  C.  11.  Rhodes,  Judge. 

J.  P.  Newman,  Sec'y. 
Dec.'2n-'>8.  Jackson.  T>\n.   I).  T.  Heimlich,  Judge. 

A.  W.  Kesiiicr,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26-29.    Norton ville,  Kans.  V,.  H.  Rhodes, 

Judge.   E.  ^V.  Kaufman.  Sec'y. 
Dec. 26-31.   Mankato.  Minn.  Thos.  F.  Rigg,  Judge. 

J  W.  Kolliiian.  Sec'y. 
Di  e. '27— 30.  Fremont.  Nebr.  C.  H.  (ireen,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  3-6.    Moberly.  Mo.    W.  S.  RusscI  and  D.  T. 

Heimlich,  Judg'es.  H.P.Nasoii,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  .3—8.   Mason  City.  Iowa.   A.  B.  Shaner,  Lanark. 

III.,  Judge.   W.  V.  BicKel,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  4— 7.   Austin.  .Minn.    F.  II.  Shellabarger,  JUilge. 

.J .  S.  Wood,  Sec'y. 
Jan. 5— 7.  (JieeiiHelil,  Iowa.  T.  W.  Southard,  Judge. 

S.  E.  Alley, Sec'y. 
Jan.  9-14.   Webster  City,  Iowa.    I.  K.  Felch.  Judge. 

I''red  Ilahne,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9— 15.   Topi  ka.  Kans.  J.  W.  Hughes,  Sec'y. 
Jau. 10-13.    .Minneapolis.  Miini.    Bullelfield.  Hewes. 

Orr,  anil  Ilol.l.  ii .  J  n .  I , ,       C.  L.  Smith.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  11-14.    Will,  il.i.iii.  ...  I 

L.  lieckei-diU.  .  . 
Jan.  16— 21.    Lincoln.  Nebr. 

Russell.   A.  Thompson,  Juilges. 

Liiildeii.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  16—24.   Marshalltown.   Iowa.    A.  B.  Shaner, 

.ludge.  II.  C.  Hansen.  Sec'y. 
Jau.  17-21.   Sioii.v   Falls.S.  1).   F.  II.  Shellabarger, 

-Judge.  Stacy  .Metcair.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  IS-21.   Ponca.  Okla.   C.  A.  Emrv.  Judge.  Kov 

L.  Sbaw,  Sec  y,  Blackwell . 
Jaii.'25-'2S.  Enid.  Okla.  M.  S.  File,  Judge.   I.  W. 

Sberick.  Sec'y. 

Feb 


A.  E.  Baker,  Sec'y. 
Chas.. McClave.  Judge. 

Theo.  Hewes,  Judge. 


26-31.  Danville.  111. 
S.  Johnson.  Sec'y. 
•27-30.    Ponliac,  III. 
Chenoa. 

•27—31.  Oregon,  III. 

II.  Valentine,  Sec'j . 
•28— Jan.  3.   Dayton.  Ohio.   J.  C.  Ely.  Sec'y. 
2-6.  Parkei^sburg.  111.  Chas.  .McClave,  Jud'.-e. 
E.  E.  Dalton,  Sec'y. 

2-6.   West  Middlelon.  Ind.  S.  B.  Lane, 
A.. J.  Beesecker, Sec'y. 


A.  C.  LeDuc,  Sec'y. 
W.  C.  Pierce,  Judge.  L. 


.ludge. 


A.  Emrv.  Judge.  C. 
id  Creek.' 

C.  II.  Rliodes.  W.  S. 

Luther  P. 


•2—4.  .Montevideo.  Minn.  S.  H.  Taylor,  .Judge. 
G.  E.  Biichauau.  Sec'>  . 


Far  West  States. 


All 

Nov 

Dec, 

Dec 

Dec 
Dec, 
Dec 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Feb. 


.•29— .Sept. 
Sec'y. 


Sacramento.  Calif.    L.  li.  Millei-. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.  ,1.  C.  Williams, 
Jnilge. 
Harry  Melnlire. 


Canada. 


Ang.'29— Sept.  10.  Toionto.   A.  W.  Bell.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  .5—9.  Giielpli,  Out.    A.  P.  Westervell.  Sec>P, 
Toronto. 


"Poultry  Supplies r 

of  every  sort — cliick  manna,  betrf  scrap,  scratch 
food,  egg  food,  roup  cures,  gape  cures,  lice 
killers.  Cyphers'  Incubators  and  Brooders. 

Send  Tor  free  lUnsfraied  Poultry  Supply 
Book  —  tells  what  you  want  and  why,  and 
prices. 

JOHNSON  &  STOKES  Dept.  I 
217=219  Market  Street  Philadeli>hia 


BARRED  ROCKS 

Some  choice  tested  breeding  stock  now  ready. 
TIr*  kind  that  will  breed  stronj;.  vigorous  prize  wiii- 
riiu;f  birds.  Prices  ri;;)it,aiid  salisfaction  jruarantt-ed. 
J.  W.  KANDAKL,.  Canobie  Lake.  N.  H. 
Irish  Terriers  from  pcdiKieed  st()ck  fur  sale. 


Squabs  Pay 


BEAT 

Kasier,  need  alleniiou  only  pari  of 
time,  briu;;  big  prices.  Kais<'d  in  1 
moiiili.  Allraclivt*  for  poultrvnien, 
fann<Ms,  women.  Srnd  for  FllKK 
I500KI.ET  and  learn  Ibis  im- 
inen^f-tt/  j-ich  home  industry. 

PLYM.  KOCK  SQUAB  CO., 
2S'J  AUuutie  Ave..   Boston,  Mass. 


Lyimiiursl  Poultry  Farm, 

NORFOLK,  VA. 

Bolui    Bros.,  Froprictorp. 

STAY  WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 


Heavy  Layers. 
E^^s  for  batchiuK  $1.50  per  15;  $2.50  per  30. 


A  cheap,  dnral>le 


roof.  A  n  > 
b  a  11  d  y  ukui 
Willi  baiiinirr 
and  knife  can 
make  it  wiili 


ARROW  BRAND  ASPHALT  READY  ROOFING 


Outlasts  other  roofs,  no  cost  for  repairs.  Looks 
w»  !i  aity where  and  wears  well.  Sand  <>r  jri'avel  sur- 
fiu-t-'l.  liooUhn.  jirict^  and  .samples  sent  «>n  request. 
Vsphalt  Ready  Koofiner  Co., SO  Pine  St.,>enTort 


ROSE  ^'^  S.  COMB  REDS 

My   Reds  are  LARGER,  more  VHiOICOl  S, 
aLid  pii^sess  the 

CHARACTERISTICS  of  my  STRAIN 

RED  EYE,  RED  LOBES, 

RED  SURFACE  and  UNDERCOLOR 

In  a  GRKATEK  DEGREE  than  ever  bef..re. 
f'lickerels  anil  pnllels  SI  .50  to  SIO  each.  OOOD 
IJUKKDEKS,  LAIiGEani)  RED  THROUGH- 
OUT for  $2  to  SI.  Hook  orders  NOW  ami  secure 
FIKST  CHOICE. 

F.  W.  C.  ALMV,  Tiv.  4  Corner.s,  R.  I. 

CHICKS  THAT  LIVE 

get  strong  and  healthy— tiaio 
Bteadily  in  weight,  are  ehioka  _ 
batched  in  Keliable  Incubators, 

The  Reliable 

provides  antomatioally  a  constant  I 
current  of  odorless,  wamaafrata 
uniform  temperature — chicks  pip.  hatch  and  thrive  im- 
der  its  nature-like  conditions.  Send  10  cenrs  and  srct 
our  20tb  annual  cntaloix— Tiill  of  poultry  mform.ition. 

Reliable  Incubator  and  Brooder  Co.,  Boi  A-i69«0ulBcjr,  IIL 


2500  YOUNGSTERS 

IN 

Barred,  iiuft  and  White  F.  Rocks, 
liuff  and  White  Wyandottes, 
And  Pekin  Ducks. 

Are  growin);  finely  for  sli.iw  room  ami  ItrceMlIng 
pen  on  Millvillc  ri'itlii-%  Kmm. 

Will  <iuoie  you  on  1  InnI  .o-  UW.  as  you  wish.  Birds 
aud  prices  will  liolli  plia>e  >ou. 

MILLVILLE  I'OCI.TRY  F.-ilJM  CO.. 

l!o.\   r,  Millvillc,   N.  J. 

M.  K.  DEI..\.\0.  rrest. 


,2U— l)ec.4. 
Sec  y. 

8-10.    Corvallis,  Ore.  C.U.  Hinds 
Uol)t..Ioliiisoii,  Sec'y. 
H-17.     San  Uie);o,  Calif. 
Sec'y. 

15—17.  Siilcni.  Ore.  C.  1).  Minion,  Sec'y. 
'JO— -JG.  r.o  llau.l.  Ore.  .1 .  T.  Ilnnl,  Sec'y. 
.28— .1:111.3.   Ticoina.  W  ash.    I,.  X.  Colilileilick. 
ami  ICInier  Ui.xoii, .Jniiu'cs.  A.  Hartley.  Sec'y. 
5— !l.   Seallle.  Wash.    C.  G.  Minds  and  II.  II. 
Collier.  .Iniljres.  (jtor;;e  Kinder.  Jr..  Sec'y. 
11-14.  Vicloria.B.C.  C.  G.  Hinds,  .ludgc.  W. 
A.  Jamison, Sec'y. 

18-'JI.  Alhany.Ore.  C  G.  Hinds,  Jud^ne.  Claude 
W.  Vuuk,  Sec'y. 

fi-ll.  Walla  Walla,  Wash.  Chas.  McClave, 
Jndj;e.   .1.  A.  Levy,  Sec'y. 
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EXTRA  HEAVY 
FELT  ROOFING 

'■^r  p  ',:Itry  horsc-^,  K  w  prijc.  '.  ii 
\  >Icrv>.'tini^,  hoii.  rseu  ^v  th^- us-ln  J^ 
f  poultrvnicn.  Many  of  Ae  lw>resT 
.^ultry  plants  are  covered  with  \X: 
.in  be  apiili<r\l  by  anyone  on  steep  or 
'  H  .^t  r*x^fs.  If  you  are  gv^ine  to  buiKI. 
T  have  ftvtfs  to  refviir.  Sena  for  sam- 
ples, circulars  and  prices. 

THE  A.  F.  SWAN  CO^ 
e  BstteryPlac«,NewYork,N.V. 
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To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AP.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  yoH-plea$e  thcm-and  help  us., 
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Karm:= Poultry 


August  15 


The  Editor's  Question  Box. 

In  this  department  the  editor  will  answer  miscellaneous  questions  on 
poultry  topics,  and  all  special  requests  for  his  personal  views  which  can 
be  answered  briefly.  Inquiries  will  be  answered  as  promptly  as  possible, 
and  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received. 


Fair  Ijaying  by  Mixed  Flock.    (F.  G.) 

"I  biive  18  bens,  7  mongrels,  5  Black  Minor- 
CHS,  and  1  White  Leghorn,  hatcheii  May  21, 
]!)03,  and  5  White  Wyandottes  hatched  June 
15, 19C3.  From  January  1  to  July  1,1904,  I 
received  1577  eggs.  In  March  the  Minorcas 
had  frozen  combs.  I  set  four  hens,  and  three 
others  sat  on  empty  nests  until  tired.  I  keep 
the  lot  in  a  space  16  x  20  ft.  The  cost  of  keep- 
ing was  lie.  per  egg.    Is  that  fair  or  not?  " 

It  is  fair,  hardly  good  laying,  but  cost  of 
keeping  too  high.  It  has  cost  about  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  ben  for  six  months,  just 
about  what  it  should  have  cost  for  a  year. 

Growing  Worms  for  Chicks.    (W.  G. 

S.)  —  "I  would  like  to  learn  something  about 
growing  worms  for  chickens.  Have  tried  corn 
meal  and  water  without  results." 

This  is  a  subject  I  know  nothing  of  prac- 
tically. It  has  never  seemed  to  me  a  "  prac- 
tical" thing  to  do.  It  is  too  much  on  the  order 
of  baking  custards  for  small  chicks,  or  cutting 
grass  up  for  them  with  scissors.  Meat,  cut 
green  bone,  and  the  various  meat  meals,  beef 
scraps,  etc.,  furnish  animal  food  for  chicks  at 
less  troul)le  and  more  satisfactory  than  any- 
thing else. 

Chick  Had  Weak  Legs.  (H.  G.  S.)— "I 
had  a  chicken  about  three  mouths  old  that 
could  not  stand.  It  was  all  right  until  a  short 
time  ago.  I  kept  it  with  the  hens  and  other 
chick-8  in  the  same  house.  I  have  fed  in  the 
morning  a  mash  of  table  scraps,  bran  and  corn 
meal,  grain  at  night,  and  green  food  at  noon. 
I  thought  the  chick  would  die,  so  I  killed  it. 
It  seemed  all  right  every  other  way." 

Cases  of  leg  weakness  are  not  rare  among 
(  bil  ks.  The  trouble  may  be  constitutional  or 
it  may  be  due  to  insufficient  nourishment  or 
to  an  injury.  In  this  instance,  unless  the  chicks 
had  very  good  range,  they  seem  not  to  have 
had  enough  to  eat.  Chicks  of  that  age  should 
have  food  by  them  the  greater  part  of  the 
time. 

Chicks  and  Kats.    (H.  G.  S.)  —  "I  am 

pressed  for  room  and  cannot  build  another 
house.  I  have  a  large  space  underneath  the 
barn,  about  four  feet  from  the  ground  to  the 
floor  of  the  barn.  There  are  some  rats  there. 
Would  you  keep  your  chicks  and  hens  under 
this  place?  It  is  a  fine  place  for  scratching. 
The  only  trouble  is  if  the  rats  should  spread. 
What  would  you  do  in  this  case?" 

I'd  try  to  clean  the  rats  out  first.  They 
must  be  practically  exterminated  or  they  may 
cause  vfery  serious  losses.  They  kill  small 
chickens,  and  will  kill  more  than  they  can  eat. 
They  steal  eggs,  and  I  have  known  them  to 
attack  large  fovv'ls  and  injure  them  so  that  they 
had  to  be  killed.  If  rats  are  numerous  under 
the  barn,  if  there  is  even  one  family  estab- 
lished there,  Mr.  S.  is  taking  big  risks  in. put- 
ting the  chickens  in  that  place. 

Building  Up  a  House  to  House  Trade. 
(E.  C.  S.)— "There  are  a  lot  of  wealthy  people 
here,  and  to. build  up  a  retail  egg  trade  among 
them  is  rather  a  difficult  proposition,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  it  Is  next  to  impossible  to 
reach  them.  When  you  call  on  them  you  are 
met  by  the  servant  who,  nine  times  out  of  ten, 
loill  nol  interest  herself  in  your  behalf,  and 
your  labor  is  in  vain.  So  I  thought  a  neat 
typewritten  letter  mailed  to  these  people  with 
a  self-addressed  postal  card  inclosed  for  an 
order  might  be  of  some  avail,  and  if  they  did 
not  respond  to  that  I  would  send  them  another 
letter  in  two  or  three  weeks.  Xow  if  you 
think  the  idea  is  a  good  one  would  you  be 
kind  enough  lo  conipo.^e  a  circular  letter  for 
me,  as  you  are  much  better  at  this  business 
than  I  am  ?  " 

I  don't  think  the  circular  letter  will  work 
well  for  local  trade.  The  letter  is  to  be  used 
where  one  cannot  go  in  person.  You  can 
nearly  always  get  to  see  the  lady  of  the  house 
if  you  go  about  it  the  right  way.  Don't  tell 
the  servant  what  you  want.  Ask  to  see  the 
mistress.  If  it  is  not  convenient  for  her  to  see 
you  then  say  you  will  call  again;  but  don't 
talis  business  to  any  but  the  mistress  at  anv 


]dace  where  the  servant  seems  disposed  to 
hinder  your  selling  there  or  unwilling  to  inter- 
est herself  in  your  wares.  You  can't  make  a 
hard  and  fast  rule  for  all  cases.  Sometimes 
the  cook  is  your  best  medium  to  get  a  cus- 
tomer in  her  employer,  and  sometimes  you 
have  to  pass  over  the  cook.  Y'ou  have  to  use 
your  own  judgment  and  learn  to  profit  by 
errors  in  it.  As  lo  composing  a  circular  letter 
I  would  much  rather  pul)lish  some  such  let- 
ters—if there  are  any,  and  I  suppose  there  are 
some — that  have  been  effective  in  soliciting 
that  kind  of  trade.  And  if  Mr.  S.  finally  con- 
cludes to  use  such  letters  I  would  advise  him 
to  try  his  own  hand  at  writing  them.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  he  would  produce  a  letter 
that  would  "pull"  better  than  one  I  could  give 
him. 

Profit  in  Winter  Chickens.    (F.  L.  T.) 

—  "I  have  been  in  the  'hen  business'  on  a 
small  scale  for  six  or  seven  years.  Sever  had 
over  one  hundred  hens,  but  they  always  paid 
well.  At  the  present  time  I  have  a  tine 
healthy  pen  of  White  Wyandottes,  16  two 
year  old  hens  and  a  cock,  besides  about  125 
head  of  young  stock,  incubator,  Ijrooders,  and 
a  small  brood  house  holding  three  brooders.  I 
understand  incubating  and  brooding  and  have 
good  success. 

"  I  want  to  hatch  winter  chickens  and 
experiment  on  a  small  scale.  I  do  not  e.xpect 
to  live  in  comparative  ease  after  this  winter's 
work,  or  glut  the  Boston  markets  with  juicy 
broilers,  but  hope  to  learn  and  improve  with 
experience.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  profit- 
able to  begin  batching  in  September?  Can  I 
dispose  of  a  crate  or  so  of  chickens  in  January, 
and  keep  sending  a  crate  a  month,  or  there- 
abouts, and  realize  any  profit  to  speak  of  on 
them?  I  know  that  in  April,  Jlay,  and  June 
there  is  quite  a  margin  of  profit,  but  how 
about  January,  February,  and  March?" 

There  would  l)e  some  profit  in  the  chickens 
sold  in  the  winter,  l)Ut  nothing  like  as  much  as 
in  those  held  for  spring  and  early  summer 
trade.  The  chickens  sold  in  the  winter  come 
in  competition  with  a  good  deal  of  storage 
stock,  and  prices  obtained  rule  a  little  more 
than  half  the  prices  at  the  height  of  the  season. 
Mr.  T.  would  probably  rnake  more  money 
with  less  work  by  batching  only  as  many 
chickens  as  he  can  carry  through,  and  holding 
all  to  sell  as  large  roasters  when  prices  are  at 
their  best.  To  do  this  with  White  Wyan- 
dottes he  would  not  need  to  begin  hatching 
until  January,  if  it  were  not  that  results  of 
batching  are  generally  so  poor  at  that  season 
that  one  who  depends  on  hatching  at  that  time 
is  likely  to  get  left.  That  is  why  the  soft 
roaster  growers  use  the  slower  maturing  Light 
Brahma,  and  begin  hatching  early.  Of  course 
Mr.  T.  could  sell  his  early  chickens  in  the 
winter,  and  still  have  later  ones  to  carry 
through,  if  he  got  them,  but  there  is  a  prac- 
tical objection  to  that.  It  is  not  good  to  keep 
the  young  chicks  on  floors  or  in  small  yards 
that  have  been  used  for  chicks  too  long  with- 
out being  thoroughly  renovated,  and  mid- 
winter is  not  favorable  to  overhauling  poultry 
plants.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  if  he  tried 
to  run  his  brooder  house  for  both  winter 
broilers  and  summer  roasters  the  latter  would 
do  so  much  worse  than  if  started  in  a  clean 
house  that  he  would  make  no  more  on  both 
lots  than  on  the  roasters  alone.  With  a  small 
house  he  might  store  sufficient  sand  to  put  in 
new  floors  several  inches  deep,  about  mid- 
winter. Or,  if  the  floor  was  of  cement,  he 
might,  with  the  house  well  heated,  thoroughly 
clean,  dry,  and  air  it  before  putting  into  it  the 
chickens  he  intended  to  carry  through.  Unless 
some  such  precautions  were  taken  there  would 
be  troubles  of  the  kind  which  accompany  the 
growing  of  late  spring  chickens  on  ground 
contaminated  bv  the  earlier  ones. 


McELHENY'S  S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS, 

Are  tlto?;|;ty  w|iii  k in'l .  :tml  t liev  ;iro  bred  lo  lay. 
Stock  at  all  times.  Y.-^^h  iu  season!  Address, 

FRANK  L.  McELHENY.Box  700.  Cuba,  N.  Y, 


pgETRi  loi  FULL  mi  ani  Eim 


WHITE  LEGHORNS, 
BARRED  ROCKS, 
WHITE  ROCKS, 
BLACK  MINORCAS, 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 
LIGHT  BRAHMAS, 

ALSO 

ANGORA  CATS 
RAT  DOGS. 


Guaranteed  Winners 


IF  SOLD  AS  SU<:H. 


I  have  llie  good? — ready  to  deliver  now.  All  slock  coudilioned, 
and  put  in  sliow  sliape  free,  if  desired.  Ilundieds  of  cockerels 
and  pnllels  for  laying  purposes,   liook  your  order  now. 


i;STABLISHED  1888. 


CATALOGIIE  FI?EK. 


ELM     POULTRY  YARDS, 

  BOX  R,    HARTFORD,  CONN. 


Classified  Advertisements 

Classified  advcrfhoiienis  only  will  be  inserted  in  these  cohnuvs,  and  vo  display  other 
than  the  initial  7uord  or  name  allowed.  No  advertisement  cotitaining  less  than  TWO 
lines  will  be  accepted.  All  parts  of  lines  will  be  charged  as  one  full  line.  No  limit  to 
number  of  lines  ad.  may  contain.  An  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  have  an  ad. 
under  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes.  Cost  of  classified  advertising  will  be  at  a  uniform 
rate  of  25  cents  per  line,  each  and  every  insertion;  tw  less  price  per  line  for  any  num- 
ber of  lities  or  times  ordered.  Copy  will  be  changed  as  often  as  desired  7vithout  extra 
cost.  About  seven  ordinary  words  make  a  tine.  Initials  and  figures  count  as  words. 
H'e  classify  the  headings  in  alphabetical  order,  the  value  of  which  arrang-ement  to  the 
advertiser  is  at  once  apparent,  enabling  the  buyer  to  imtnediately  locate  advertisements 
of  any  particular  kind  in  which  he  may  be  interested.  ■ 


BANTAMS. 


MINORCAS. 


BANTAMS  6.5  VAKIKTI  KS.  See  my  wbiniiiKS 
at  \ew  York.  Syracii^i'.  nii'l  Srhenectady.  Eggs. 
$3  lo  S12  per  dozeD.   Cal;tl'igiic.  (.  rents. 
 Dr.  1'Im  I|.-.  liU-ns  Falls.  X.  Y. 

IUiHT  HISAHMA  |;.\NTAjMS  at  New  York 
J   Willi  more  Kls  ilian  all  oilii  rs  combined.  SOO 
\oungs1ei  ^  to  sell  at  nioiU'tali  pi  ires. 
\  1>.  l.iiH-olii  On-.  Oi  l  's  Mills.  N.  Y. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

ALL  BKEKIJS  of  live  pure  bred  poultry,  pijj- 
eons,  i)heasants.  turkeys,  rabbits,  Beigian'liares. 
cavies,  4io{rs.  eats,  and  all  pt-t  stock.  A  complete 
list  in  our  lar^e  lG2-paj;e  catalogue. 

Excelsior  Wire  and  I'ouUrv  Supp'y  r<t., 
Dep't  [.     1'6  and  28  Vesev  St.'.  New  Vorl-  ciiv. 


1  4  4i  k  -Minorcas,  be^t  qualit\ , '^S  page  cat.  4jie<>. 
XtyjfVf  H.  Noriliup,  R.  F.l>:2.  Haceville.  y .  Y . 


B 


LACK  .Minoia-as.  t  in 
13.  K.  Sloi  y.lS;  Arlir 


•  Moi-I.  al"a\  s.  El'JJS  S'i 
)li  Avc.BiooUlyii.N.Y. 


ORPINGTONS. 


CHARCOAL. 


CHAKC4)AL  is  a  blood  purifier  for  pouUry.    W  e 
prepare  especially  for  lliis  purpose  in  the  proper 
size  for  all  poullry,  at  $2  per  100  I bs.. freiglit  paid. 

Thomas  &  Bros., 
E.  Columbia  Ave.  and  Tieacb  St.,  Pliila..  Pa. 


1  tflOO  MAGMFICEI^T  OrpinKt"i>&.  Lar;:e 
X«VrvFVr  stroiifT  birds,  tJ'  ii'"' sl'fp*-'  i*"d  featliei  ; 
extra  layers;  never  bad  ei'yrs  batch  betier.  S.C.aiid 
R.  C.  iu  BufF.  White  and  Spanfjled  ;  also  S.  C.  lilk.  and 
Jubilee,  We  now  offer  clioice  brrcdinir  stork  boih 
Imported  and  Am.  bi'ed  at  rcasonalile  ]iricrs:  hun- 
dreds of  sti'onfT cliicks  run  ning  on  f  t  i  i>  ran;,'e  ;  ai-res  of 
them,   rowing;  as  true  OrpiuKions  should  j^r'iw, 

 A.  G.  Goodacif.  l'li-;isanl<htle.  N.  .1. 

TTNIIISPUTEU  Orpingioti  ^  hanipiMii^.  .M.nli^on 
\J  Square  Garden  winnei'a;  send  for  iUusdaiii] 
calalotrue.  Willow  Rrook  Farm.  Box  T'.  Kerliu.  Coiih. 

PHEASANTS. 

GGS  fl-om  iiiipiirtril  Kii>:lMi  Kiiif.'iiccl.s.  $:>  a  s-il- 
liug;  S2II  per  HKl.  (ioMen  l'liea-.aiil ?;>  a  sil  ling. 
 E.  I'M  Mimess,  Matlapaii.  Mass. 


E 


CHICKS. 


YOUNG  cllieks,  just   lialelied:  safely  sllippeil. 
K.  C.  K.  1.  Ucds  exclusivelv.    Haiiiv  iu  fall,  fui- 
Aug.  ami  Sept.  onlv  $12  per  lOll TiO  for  $6! 
 TIlP  Servoss  Haleliery.  Edison.  TH. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


B 


AKKI£1>  KocUs.  ei;L--  SI  |iei  |.i :  S«  per  Km. 

Williams  A  Meilar.New  Jini n^"  ieU.  N  . 


DUCKS. 


^  K   CHOICK  While  l-ekin  ineeiling  ducks  for 
<  f J    $1.7.5  apiece.         Clietola  Puultry  Farm. 
 HopkiiitoD.  Mass. 

ECCS. 

EGGS,  Barred  riyniouih  Rock.  Buff  and  White 
\V  vandoite.  from  prize  \\  iinurs  anil  utility  birds. 
SI  per  sitting  15.      li.  M.  ( •.iniphfl],  Kllswortb.  Me. 


BAKRKO  P.  KOt.  K>  ;iiid  W  liile  ^\■  y  a  lidol  t  e^ 
FaL  iii  raised,  pri/'-  \\  inncr-^.  heav\  hn  ei  s  ;  ^  eai  ■ 
lings  and  young  stock  of  ilie  bi;^lle^t  quality  for  lln 
farmer  or  fancier.  Special  prices  on  larife  lots.  Wi 
bave  ibe  kind  ibat  pay. 

 Crystal  roultry  Farm.  Wasliington.  X.  J. 
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WHITE  P.  RiicU-  yearlings,  elioice  sli 
S.  A.  Hales.  Wesllioro.  Mas 


FAVEROLLES. 


L'^A  V  KKULLfciS,— every  bird  imported  from  best 
X;  iu  Europe;  no  scrubs  in  my  pens.  Eggs,  $3  to  $G 
per  dozen. 

 Dr.  Phelps,  Glens  Falls.  N.  Y. 

FEEDINC  POULTRY, 

TH K  NK W  IVI  KTHOI)  of  dry  feeding  saves  time. 
 Direi'tions  lOrenls.   l>r.  Nottage.  Goshen,  Mass. 


GINSENG. 


 POULTRY  PAPERS.  

AKKVIKW  lliat  reviews.  A  m  w  deparlure  in 
poii!ii-y  liter.atiire.  No  |)onitrynian's  readii^g  is 
complele  unless  it  includes  the  Poultiv  Keview. 
Hii-.!  leUin.  I^a.    Sample  I'opy  free.  

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

CHOICJK  prize  winning  and  grand  la>  ing  Ros^e  and 
Single  Comb  R.  I.  Reds.    Splendid  color;  none 
better.   Stock  always.   Eggs  $S  per  15:  $5  per  30. 
 F.  -M.  S>  mmes.  Winchester.  Mass. 

1:;^IVK   HUNDKEJL>   yearling    bens    for  sale, 
including  all  our  bi'eeding  stock.  Rose  anil  Single 
Combs.  Clark  Farm.  Concord,  Mass-. 


G 


INSKNG  ciillure  L-ive- 
money  iiivesleil.  lionk 
Drs.  Swan  &  lie 


gi'eale..|  relunis  ) 
/...L'.'ciiar.liMi.  1  ihi.j 


WANTED. 


 JAVAS.  

PIM  ZK  winning  lilack  .lavas, choicest  combination 
of  standard  and  utility  sto.-K,  first  prizes  ai  Erie 
aiul  .Jamestown.  Api  il  batclu  d  si..i-k  for  sale.  M'rile 
for  prices.  G.  M.  Maili-w-,  llroctcin.  X.  Y. 

 LAKENVELDERS.  

AKKNVKLDKKS,     "Shadow    on   a  Sheet." 
\\  on«ierful  layers  and  easy  lo  keep;  most  beauti- 
ful fowl  on  earlb.   Eggs.  $3  lo  S'!  per  dozen. 
 Dr.  Phelps.  Glens  Falls.  X.  Y. 

 LEGHORNS.  

in  OOtf"!  I'-KRTILK  s.  C.  White  Leghorn 
XV^^VrVf eggs  ;  85  per  cent  batch  from  uniesled 
e^rgs  is  what  we  are  getting.  July  hatciied  chickens 
will  lay  in  -January.  Unexcelled  in  size,  s))ape,  color, 
and  standard  points.  Heavy  w  inter  and  summer  lav- 
ers.  Egurs  fr..ui  our  best  pens,  $1  per  15;  S2  per  50; 
S;-i.50  iier  100;  %{.\„-v  ■JiHi.  Speak  'jnick. 
 C.  A  ■  St.  veii^  A  (  o  .  |;.,N  .-j.  Wilson,  N.  Y. 

TtlOKUi'iiHBKKO  S.C.  W.Legliorn  yearling 
lions,  in  lots  of  20  or  moi  e  50c.  ea.;  less  than 
20,  75c.  each.   Fine  cocks  and  cockerels  $2  eacb. 

F.  .1.  Barnes.  Turin,  N.  Y. 


WA>JT>J1>,  situation  as  working  manager  by 
young  single  man.  poultry  and  waterfow'l 
specialist,  tborougbly  practical,  familiar  with  fartn 
work— stock,  borticnitnre.  eic.   IM.  1^.  W..  cat  e  F.-l'. 


W 


'ANTK1>,  position  on  poullr\  farm  hy  strong 
intelligent  young  man.   Small  (experience. 

 Reynolds, care  Farm- i*oul try. 

by  experienced  man.positiou  on  up 
to  date  poultry  farm. 
^  O.  E.  T...  222 'W.Canton  St..  Boston. 

POSITION,  by  young  man.  experienced ,  on  place 
wiiere  poultry  keeping  is  made  an  iniporlant 
issue.  A.  T..  careof  F.-P. 

A31h;KlCAN,  27.  experienced  mgr.  pouitiy  and 
dairy,  wants  to  manage  poultry,  au'l  get  moie 
experienceiu  commercial  fruit  cult  u re; or  would  buy. 
Describe  fully,  to    V..  E.  Prescott.  Arlington.  Mass. 

 WYANDOTTES,  

SlL.A''lfiK  Wyandottes  that  are  beautiful,  typical 
and  practical,  liaving  large  oval  centers  lared 
with  black  tliat  is  black,  free  from  edgiug  brass  and 
smnt.  This  is  why  we  won  all  firsts  at  Boston.  PlOl 
and  1903.  Tliey  liave  done  the  same  tliis  rear  for  our 
liation^i.  We  are  booking  e;;gs  now  foi-  deliveiy 
whi  n  wauled.     Write.  J.  C.  .Jodrey, 

Box  A.  I^am'ers. ]Mass- 


S 


C.  W.  LEGHORN  coekerels  75  cents;  two  for 
•   $1.   Four  Houdaii  (Petersen)  fowls  S4. 

Fairland  Fai'm,  Briiigewaler,  Vermont. 
INGLE  (  omli  While  I.eL'liorns,  liesi  layers  on 
earth.  <  hoii-e  hen,,  (■ocl.v,  coeU'ls  hargain  prices. 
Arthur  G.  S>  itioniN.    I^oiiie  l-'i.  <  •.inloocook.  N.  H. 

FOK  SALK.  -.'HO  Hrowii  Leghorn  hens  at  80i-. 
eacli.  to  make  room  for  young  stock.  Also  I.51) 
cockerels  all  sizes  and  prices,  from  $1  to  S4:  order  ai 
once.  .lames  Smith. 
 R.  F.  D. Perkiomenville.  Fa. 

 MINORCAS.  

HIGH  CLASS  S.  C.  a.,  winners  at  liosloii, 
Pan-Aiiiericaii,   New   York.   Stamp  for  cata- 
logue.  Mrs.  lieo.  E.  Monroe,  Bo.\  A,  Dryden,  N.V. 


I  tit' UK  W  \  alHliitles,  Triuliipli  strain. 

W.  E.  Mack,  West  Wnodsiock.  VI. 


K.  t\t\t\  FEKTILK  White  Wvaiidolle  e;:g5 
O  for  hatching,  $1  per  I.^:  $2  per  40;  $4  per 

100.  from  large,  hlocky  line  shaped  hirds,  yelhiw  leg>. 
and  p,ii  re  white ;  are  grand  lavers  of  lar  ge  hrown  eggs ; 
CiiCkerels  %■>.  C.  A.  Stevens  &  Co., 

 Box 4,  Wilson,  N.'i  . 

ITK  WVANDOTTKS  a  specialty. 

lie,  ,^  W  oo.iiiMi  x.  l-.i.x  137.  Wenliam,  M.tss, 


XT^.A  M'K1>.  10"  yi  ai  ling  W  hue  Wyandotte  hens, 
T  T     Heav^-  layers  and  g-Mid  shape  for  fancy  dress- 
ing.   Also  ion  ,\ pT  i I  pii  1  lei ,  f rnni  same  kind  of  stock. 
A,  Crandall,  Itox  10.  Piu  cliag.  .  Weslcliesler  Co.,  N.Y. 

WHITE  Wvandottes— need  room:  good  yeailinir 
hens,  folir  for  S6:  eight  for  $10;  tweiily  or 
more  SI  each.  Young  stock  later. 

.John  B.  Llghtfoot,  Box  Q,  Fenn  Yiin,  N,  Y, 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM^POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you -^-please  them  —  and  help  us. 
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Fanning   for  a    Professional  Man. 


E 


reply. 


IM  IOi:  KARM-i'Ki  I.I  KV  :—  Your  an- 
swer to  ibe  leiler  of  Mr.  B.  in  your 
July  loUi  issue  lia>  iiudoubleUlv  set 
many  people  to  Ihiiiking.  I  wisli  to 
here  state  mv  case  and  await  vour 


I  am  a  professional  man  of  early  miiUiie 
:  se,  connecteil  with  a  larire  corporation,  antl 
Imve  :i  salary  of  three  or  four  thousand  ilol- 
l:irs  a  year.  Ttiougli  brought  up  in  the  city  I 
li:ive  nisvays  had  an  intelJ^e  desire  to  live  in 
ihe  country. 

I  intend  to  purcha<ie  a  country  place  of 
from  ten  to  fifty  acres  not  more  than  twenty 
miles  from  Boston,  and  make  it  my  pernia- 
iKMit  home,  if  I  can  do  so  at  a  not  greater 
expense  than  it  now  costs  me  to  support  my 
family  in  an  expensive  suiiurli  of  Boston. 

It  Is  not  my  expectation  lo  make  money 
from  such  a  p'lace  at  the  start,  hut  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  run  it  at  a  loss. 

.\s  my  family  is  economically  nianasted,  1 
am  in  a  position  to  invest  some  money  each 
year  in  special  liuildings,  approved  live  stock, 
and  modern  tools  and  appliances. 

My  present  Idea  is  to  start  with  one  sooil 
man,  invest  in  two  or  three  carefully  selected 
cows,  and  some  ecjually  carefully  selected 
[wultry,  establish  a  small  stju.ib  plant,  and 
plant  one  or  two  small  fruits.  I  have  no 
time  to  do  manual  work  on  the  place  myself, 
and  shall  have  to  accomplish  llie  entire  result 
by  directing  others  who  will  not  l>e  under  my 
supervision  during  the  working  hours  of  the 
day. 

I  have  bad  no  practical  experience  in  farm- 
in;.',  though  I  have  a  local  reputation  of  being 
unusually  successful  in  amateur  horticulture. 
The  chief  thing  which  leads  me  to  think  I  can 
succeed  is  that  I  have  a  good  working  knowl- 
edge of  chemistry,  biology,  anatomy,  botany, 
and  a  fair  knowledge  of  meilicine,  and  a  i  bor- 
ough working  knowledge  of  successful  busi- 
ness methods. 

I  have  begun  by  providing  myself  with 
about  twenty  of  the  best  procurable  Ijooks  on 
agricultural  subjects,  and  all  of  the  govern- 
ment bulletins  which  appear  adapted  to  my 
wants,  and  am  assimilating  the  information 
contained  therein  as  rapidly  as  I  can.  I 
expect  to  make  haste  slowly  and  avail  myself 
of  every  pos>ible  source  of  information.  1 
am  in  no  hurry.    I  am  playing  a  long  game. 

My  friends  say  I  am  a  fool,  and  after  waste- 
ing  several  thousand  dollars  in  money  and 
much  valuable  time  I  will  come  back  "to  the 
city  and  declare  the  whole  ihing  Impracti- 
cable.   Do  you  agree  with  them,  or  not? 

ViKGlf.. 


The  success  of  such  a  plan  as  that  describeil 
above  will  depend  principally  upon  two 
things: — the  judgment  of  the  owner,  and  the 
man  employed.  There  will  be  many  other 
niaiters  affecting  results,  but  in  a  minor  way. 
and  without  far  reaching  results.  "Virgil" 
will  need  a  thoroughly  competent  and  trust- 
worthy man  having  a  good  general  knowledge 
of  farming,  and  either  some  special  knowledge 
of  the  special  lines  of  work  contemplated,  or 
such  an  interest  in  work  of  that  kind  that  he 
can  develop  a  degree  of  expertness  in  all  of 
them  as  the  plant  is  gradually  built  up.  Such 
men  are  rare.  They  are  not  only  hard  lo  get 
but  sometimes  hard  to  keep.  That  being  the 
case  it  becomes  necessary  to  adjust  plans  at 
first  to  a  scale  which  one  has  reason  lo  sup- 
pose will  not  be  beyond  the  capacity  of  such 
help  as  he  can  get. 

To  illustrate  this  point:  Suppose  Virgil 
buys  a  farm  in  good  condition,  and  either 
largely  in  grass  or  easily  laid  down  to  grass. 
He  can  make  his  plans  to  break  up  each  year 
only  what  laud  he  feels  sure  his  man  can 
attend  to  properly.  The  rest  of  the  land  will 
be  more  easily  handled  in  grass  than  any 
other  way:  in  many  places  in  this  section  he 
could  sell  his  grass  standing  for  a  price  that, 
considering  that  be  is  relieved  of  risks  in 
making  the  bay,  will  be  as  advantageous  to 
him  as  to  make  the  hay  and  sell  it.  In  this 
way  be  could  carry  a  large  ( for  this  section) 
farm  ine.xpensively  if  without  large  profit. 
Then  as  be  saw  it  to  his  advantage  to  utilize 
more  of  the  land  for  other  crops  he  could 
gradually  break  up  more  of  it,  and  of  course 
as  poultry  and  other  features  were  developed 
these  would  require  more  and  more  of  the 
land  until  the  limit  of  each  was  reached. 

The  test  of  judgment  of  the  proprietor 
comes  first  in  the  selection  of  a  man;  after 
that  in  the  bandlingof  the  man  and  in  making 
plans.  With  the  kinil  of  a  man  one  must 
have  to  carry  on  such  a  farm  satisfactorily, 
Ihe  details  of  the  work  must  be'left  almost 
wholly  to  him,  and  even  in  planning,  his 
advice  must  be  given  ilue  weight.  lie  is  Ibe 
prnclical  man  in  the  combination.  If  he  is 
not  practical  this  is  not  his  place.  If  be  can- 
J)»t  be  allowed  to  get  results  his  own  way, 


and  if  his  advice  is  not  valuable,  he  is  not  the 
man  for  the  place. 

The  judgment  of  Ihe  proprietor  who  has  no 
working  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  his 
place  in  making  plans,  is  rarely  good.  Almost 
always  lie  plans  to  go  ahead  too  fast.  He  does 
not  m  ike  sntliclent  allowance  for  obslacles. 
This,  of  course,  is  a  common  failing  among 
men,  but  they  are  rarely  as  far  away  from 
what  is  practicable  In  making  plans  for  work 
lliey  lliorouglily  understand. 

"  Virgil's"  plan  is  not  in  itself  foolish.  In 
truth,  it  is  just  the  reverse  of  that,  provided 
he  can  keep  ambition  to  make  his  pl.Hce  yield 
a  profit  on  each  of  its  possibilities  within  safe 
bounds.  His  letter, coming  from  the  town  he 
lives  in,  reminds  me  of  a  conversation  I  had 
about  a  year  ago  with  a  business  man  living 
in  a  suburban  town  where  he  has  quite  a 
farm,  mostly  in  grass  and  orchard.  Most  of 
his  business  associates  and  closest  friends  live 
in  the  same  town  as  Virgil  does.  He  says  that 
frequently  be  has  some  of  them  out  to  his 
"  farm,"  and  that  without  exception  they 
express  some  envy  of  him  because  be  is  so 
fortunately  situated,  '•But,"  said  he,  "there  is 
not  one  of  them  who  is  not  just  as  able  to  live 
that  way  as  I  am.  It  doesn't  cost  me  as  much 
to  live  as  I  do,  with  horses,  carriage,  cow, 
poultry,  garden,  and  flowers,  as  It  does  them 
to  live  where  they  have  none  of  these  things. 
They  have  as  much  to  spend  a;  I  do,  but  they 
spend  It  where  rents  are  high,  and  live  so  that 
they  have  lo  pay  out  cash  for  every  slight 
want.  They  can't  do  anything  w  ithout  spend- 
ing money,  while  my  way  of  living  admits  of 
saving  in  a  great  many  ways  without  making 
any  sacrifices.'' 

This  gentleman  keeps  just  one  man.  He 
does  not  care  to  produce  anything  lo  sell,  ami 
he  has  no  special  interest  in  agriculture  or  any 
of  its  branches,  beyond  seeing  that  what  is 
done  on  his  place  is  no  discredit  to  the  place. 
His  experience,  as  compared  with  that  of  bis 
friends  living  in  the  city,  indicates  thai  "  Vir- 
gil "need  give  bis  friends  no  opportunity  lo 
say,  I  told  you  so,"  even  if  he  finds  be  can- 
not make  the  farm  pay  by  working  it  under 
Ihe  circumstances  be  describes.  He  can  con- 
tinue to  make  it  bis  home,  more  pleasant  and 
healthful  Iban  the  city  home,  even  Ihougli  he 
uses  none  of  the  farm  at  all  except  what  the 
house  and  its  immediate  grounds  occupy.  His 
experiment  in  farming  will  have  cost  him 
something,  but  it  need  not  cost  much  If 
engaged  in  w  ith  caution. 

The  possibility  of  realizing  bis  expectations 
as  lo  what  be  can  do  with  a  farm  jusiihes 
some  risks.  His  success  in  amateur  horti- 
culture would  iiniicate  some  aptitude  for  pur- 
suits of  this  kind.  This  aptitude  might  not 
extend  to  other  lines,  or  it  might  be  general. 
If  It  is  a  general  aptitude  for  agricultural 
pursuits  it  is  entirely  possible  that  within  a 
few  years  he  will  have  his  farm  making  more 
than  expenses  as  a  combination  farm.  Kven 
if  his  aptitude  should  not  extend  lo  many 
Hues,  if  he  is  good  in  any  single  branch  of 
work  which  can  be  carried  on  on  a  farm,  it  is 
possible  that  by  developing  that  special  line  he 
will  make  it  pay.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that 
after  a  few  years  trial  the  features  of  the  farm 
would  be  limited  lo  the  two  or  three  which 
seemed  to  work  best  together  and  with  most 
profit. 

His  knowledge  of  business  methods  ought 
to  be  an  advantage  to  him,  but  will  not  be 
unless  be  keeps  always  in  mind  that  lo  apply 
business  methods  with  judgment  one  must 
understand  pretty  well  the  business  to  which 
ihey  are  lo  be  applied.  The  other  accomplish- 
ments mentioned  I  should  not  regard  as  neces- 
sarily good  property  for  a  farmer.    That  will 
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^WARREN  S-^ 

Aaiuml ^sp/iali  Sand  Surfaced 

ROOPINO 

Apply  i I  yourself.  Makes  a  linislieil  jriavcl 
rtioi  w  liirh  nevt-r  needs  p:tliit in;^. 

\\  riU'  for  calalojriH-  an. I  sampU".. 
W.AKKK.N  CHKMICAI,  *  MKi.  CO 
W  I'.attery  PI.,  New  York,  N.  V. 


depend  on  bow  be  uses  them.  Unless  a  man 
Is,  tirst  of  all,/iroc«!c'((/  in  any  line,  his  intro- 
duction of  sclenlilic  knowledge  Into  work  In 
th;it  line  is  not  likely  lo  help  him  lo  accomplish 
practical  results.  It  will  tend  rather  lo  make 
him  give  too  much  lime  and  thought  to 
experiments  which  he  will  some  day  realize 
are  of  no  practical  value,  or  to  adopt  methods 
too  elaborate  to  be  profitable. 

I  don't  want  to  discourage  his  reading  and 
studying,  but  I  doubt  whether  he  or  anyone 
can  get  much  good  working  knowledge  of 
farming,  gardening,  or  poultry  keeping 
through  books  alone;  and  I  think  llie  more 
one  reads  without  practice,  the  less  able  he 
becomes  to  be  practical  when  he  does  go  to 
work.  The  trouble  Is,  that  without  some 
practice  through  which  be  becomes  somewhat 
familiar  with  the  elements  of  the  various  lines 
in  which  he  is  interested,  one  is  not  in  a 
position  to  judge  as  to  the  merits  of  the  vari- 
ous ideas  and  methods  described  in  the  books 
he  reads,  or  lo  know  which  of  Ibem  will  work 
well  together. 

There  are  many  good  ways  of  doing  most 
things,  but  the  diftcrent  ways  of  doing  things 
do  not  always  fit  well  into  the  same  system. 
The  man  who  has  not  worked  at  the  business, 
not  understanding  this,  and  not  knowing 
what  things  are  adjustable,  picks  up  one  idea 
here,  another  there,  and  has  bis  own  ideal 
methods  compiled  from  these  before  he 
begins.  It  would  be  much  better  for  "Vir- 
gil" lo  live,  if  possible,  so  that  be  could  give 
some  time  lo  practical  work,  though  on  a 
small  scale,  rather  than  altetnpt  lo  fit  himself 
for  the  management  of  the  future  farm  by 
reading  up  or.  all  the  subjects  connected  with 
it. 

I  don't  think  It  possible  for  the  average  man 
to  acquire  a  good  working  knowledge  of 
several  branches  of  agricultural  work  simul- 
taneously and  quickly,  even  w  hen  working  at 
them,  and  though  I  don't  deny  that  there  may 
be  men  who  can  do  Ibis,  I  have  never  yet  seen 
one  of  them.  The  rule  is,  that,  in  learning, 
one  has  lo  take  one  thing  at  a  lime.  When  he 
has  such  mastery  over  that  that  he  does  not 
have  to  give  much  thought  lo  its  routine  tasks 
he  can  begin  something  else.  He  may  alleinpt 
several  things  at  once,  but  looking  back  at  the 
close  of  a  season  will  generally  find  that  If 
successful  at  all  it  has  been  in  one  line  —  the 
one  lo  which  from  inclination  or  force  of  cir- 
cumstances he  gave  most  attention. 


RELIANCE  STRAIN 

WHITK  wyanhottks 

At  N.  V.  wi.n  silver  iiie.lal.  Fine  large  blocky 
liirils  aud  white.  Coikertls  ami  piilletsafter  Nov.  )b1. 
D.  LINCOLN  ORR,     Orr's  MilU,  Ji.  Y. 


NEWS  NOTES. 

The  Brockton  fair,  Oct.  4—7,  will  as  usual 
provide  for  a  big  class  of  poultry.  For 
premium  list  and  particulars  address,  F.W. 
Rogers,  Brockton,  Mass. 


W.  K.  Curliss  &  Co.,  Ransomville,  N.  Y., 
write  us  that  they  have  hatched  this  year 
20.000  ducks  and  about  .5,000  chickens,  and 
have  a  good  supply  of  early  birds  of  good 
quality  from  which  to  sell  winners  for  fall 
shows.  That  is  a  lot  of  fowls,  but  Ihey  have 
lots  of  room  for  them,  and  their  growing 
trade  in  ducks  will  lake  a  long  time,  even'at 
the  iiresent  rapid  rate,  lo  put  them  where 
they  haven't  facilities  to  handle  it,  and  still 
keep  up  the  stock  of  Wyandottes  and  Leg- 
horns. 


Cloverdale 
Yearlings 

111  iri  -         vi-ailiiiL'  lit-iis  froiu  our 
bi-eccii II};  iK'ii?>  III  iii;ikr  i  iicfiii  fi^r  younj;  stock. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 
BUFF  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS, 

W'lile  lis  your  wants  now.  New  Illustrated 
calaU>t;ue  f  l  oe  on  applH-Mti-'ii. 

CLOVERDALE  POULTRY  FARM  CO., 

KEENE,   N.  H. 


rjTE  can  teach  you  to  be  a  l 
W  successful  Poultryman. 
Will  you  spend  an  hour  a  day 
for  a  few  months  in  the  study 
of  a  profession  which  will  en- 
ableyou  to  become  independ- 
ent with  your  own  business,  or 
rnakeyou  capable  of  managing 
for  others  at  a  large  salar>? 

Poultry  CuHure  Pays  Well 

Tjn'E  teach  by  mail  at  your 
"  home.  Our  prospectus 
tells  the  whole  story.  'Wiil 
you  send  for  it.  read  it  and 
then  decide  to  make  the  next 
few  months  count?  If  you 
want  to  be  a  success  and  are 
in  earnest  about  it  urite  to  us 
without  delay. 

The  American  Poultnf  iDstltirte 

Dept.  P-3 
ROCHESTER,  N.  Y, 


FEATHERS 

And 

Poultry  Supplies. 

(.'ousigments  of  feathers  soliciie*!.  Poultry  sup- 
plies of  all  kinds,  t^fud  for  price  list  and  quantity 
discounts.   Satisfaction  Kiiaranteed. 

EMPIRE   SUPPLY  CO., 

•J  Watliingtoii  riace,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


The 

Roof  thai  Lasts 

For  stables,  barns,  houses 
and  sheds  there  is  no  roof- 
iBg  that  excels 

PAROID 

Ready  Roofing 

in  economy  and  durabil- 
ity. Don't  confuse  it  with 
c  1 1  eap,  Ilim  sy  roofings.  It's 
the  liind  that  lasts.  Any 
one  can  put  it  on.  Com- 
plete roofing  kit  free  with 
e.ich  roll.  Send  for  free 
sample  and  b*>*»k  on 
"Building  Economy.** 

F.  W.  Bird  &  Son, 

E.  Wslnolt,  Mass.    Chlcigt,  HI, 


Ready  for 

IlaviuiT  (kcided  lo  dovolr  Iiis  whole  tinu'  and  atiention  t.>  Ins  i>'*"l'rv  business, 

DUSTON 

li.K  m..v,-,l  111- 

White  Wyandottes 

from  Marlboro,  and  is  now  locau-d  ai 

South  Framingham,  IVIass. 

Wit  has  a  liftv  acre  farm,  aud  will  Uty  oui  a  bfiior  ranch  than  over.  f.»r  ho  will  put  into  practice 
a  new  place  Ihc  many  idt-a-i.  in  the  way  of  hniUlhig,  etc..  f^allierod  during  thr  past  doxen  vtars.  He 
will  have  in  yonus  stock  this  year  as  larirc  .h  uiimbcr  and  as  ^i>od  in  qualitv  uhe  readers  of  "this  |v»i»er 
know  what  That  means)  as  he  ever  ha<l.  antl  will  hope  to  hear  from  his  mnn>  custoniers  of  the  past; 
and  all  prospective  buyers  4»f  White  Wyandottes  will  do  well  to  correspond  with  the  one  that  makes 
"Wftrlil's  Hesi"  flocks  possible  for  his  cusltnners. 


.  Stamp  for  Cai. 


ARTHUR  G.  DUSTON. 

East  Main  St.,  So.  Fratulngham.  Mass. 


To  My,  when  writing  advertiser?,  "  §AW  AP,  in  FAR/yj.pPUl,TRY,"  will  benefit  ypu-pl^a.se  them— an0  help  us. 


340 


August  15 


Growth  of  Chickens,  and    Cost  of 

Rearing. 


Tuttle's  Rose  Comb  Rhode  Island  Reds 


First  i)rize  winners  at  Nt-w  Y' 
Send  for  Circular. 


rli,  llartlurd,  and  Siiringfteki.   Youn.ir  sli.ck  now  growing  for  fall  Iraile. 

KOBKIIT  C.  TITTTLE,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Object. 

WITH  the  object  of  obtaining  evidence 
us  to  the  giowlb  in  and  cost  of 
rearing  cbieliens  to  a  Isilling  age,  a 
series  of  observations  and  experi- 
ments were  commenced  on  tbe  College  Poul- 
try Farm,  Tbeale,  in  February,  190i,  conclud- 
ing on  May  31st,  when  tbe  birds  were  twelve 
weelis  and  one  day  old,  and  bad  been  fed  for 
an  exact  period  of  twelve  weeks.  Hitberto 
tbere  bas  been  an  absence  of  definite  informa- 
tion as  to  tbe  cost  of  raising  cbicUens,  and  tbe 
following  report  is  intended  to  belp  in  tbe 
determination  of  so  important  a  point  in 
regard  to  Industrial  poultry  keeping. 

Management. 

lu  order  to  make  tlie  experiments  of  greater 
value,  it  was  arranged  Ibat  tbere  sbould  be 
two  lots  of  chickens,  one  pure  bred,  and  tbe 
other  cross  bred,  with  tbe  object  of  compar- 
ing the  growth  during  the  various  stages,  and 
also  tbe  final  cost.  Those  chickens  were 
treated  throughout  in  identically  the  same 
manner.    Further: — 

1.  All  tbe  chickens  were  hatched  from  eggs 
produced  by  stock  kept  on  the  College  Poultry 
Farm. 

2.  Tbe  batching  was  exclusively  in  incuba- 
tors of  tbe  same  class. 

3.  Each  lot  was  hatched  on  the  same  day. 
i.    When  dried  off  (twenty-four  hours  after 

halching)  tbe  pure  breds  and  cross  breds  were 
each  accommodated  in  a  brooder  of  the  same 
class. 

5.  For  two  weeks  they  were  kept  in  heated 
brooders  without  grass  runs,  and  for  two 
weeks  longer  lu  heated  brooders  with  limited 
grass  runs. 

6.  When  a  month  old  each  lot  was  removed 
to  cold  brooders  lu  large  grass  run  (after- 
wards described)  with  free  range  therein. 

7.  When  six  weeks  old  the  cold  brooders 
were  removed,  and  the  chickens  slept  in  a 
large  house  without  perches,  remaining  there 
until  tbe  end  of  the  full  period  of  twelve 
weeks. 

8.  During  the  whole  period  they  were  fed 
in  identically  tbe  same  manner. 

9.  No  attempt  was  made  to  force  growth. 
The  birds  were  treated  in  a  natural  way. 

Location. 

For  the  first  month  the  brooders  (heated) 
were  kept  in  a  paddock  on  the  farm,  and 
moved  to  fresh  ground  daily.  Throughout 
tbe  entire  lime  careful  attention  was  paid  to 
cleanliness. 

The  runs  to  which  they  were  removed  at 
the  end  of  a  month  each  contain  about  280 
superficial  yards,  or  about  nine  roods,  and  are 
laid  down  in  grass.  They  are  well  sheltered 
on  the  north  by  large  chestnut  trees,  and  are 
'  planted  with  fruit  trees,  but  additional  shelter 
was  provided  by  means  of  hurdles. 

Tbe  house  given  to  them  during  the  last  six 
weeks  is  douJjIe  divided  by  parlitlons,  each 
compartment  having  a  ground  space  of  80  sq. 
ft.  It  Is  littered  out  with  peat  moss,  and  is 
well  lighted  and  ventilated. 

Cost  of  Eggs  and  Working. 

At  the  time  when  the  eggs  were  placed  in 
incubator  (February  15)  their  market  value 
may  be  taken  at  Is.  3d.t  (  30)  per  dozen,  but 
considering  that  they  were  produced  on  the 
farm,  one  penny  (2c.)  each  will  more  tliaii 
cover  the  cost.  As  our  average  of  hatching 
by  machine  has  been  slighly  over  70  per  cent 
of  fertile  eggs,  nearly  iS  eggs  were  required 
to  produce  30  chickens,  the  number  ph.ced  in 
each  lot.  Tlius  the  egg  cost  of  each  chicken 
when  hatched  was  1.43d.  (3c.)  ' 

Tlie  ('ust  for  oil  burnt  in  a  60-egg  incubator 
i- 2.187d.  (.041)  a  week  (using  tea  rose  oil  at 
8  I.  (.16)  a  gallon),  and,  allowing  four  weeks 
for  regulation  and  complete  hatching,  gives  a 
total  of  8.7.5d.  (.175),  or0.2!)ld.  (.005)  for  each 
chick. 

*  Report  ot  experiments  conducted  at  tlie  College 
Poultry  Farm.  University  College,  Reading,  England. 
— Rcprinled  from  Pouhrij. 

tin  the  original  article  the  amounts  ar<-  of  course 
given    in  English   denonii  nal  ions.  V' 
venience  o£  readers  we  give  American 
jn  parentheses. 


In  the  brooders  the  cost  of  oil  consumed  in 
lam|)s  was  1.25d.  (.025)  a  week  each;  that  is, 
5d.  (.10)  for  tbe  four  weeks,  or  .16d.  (.003) 
for  each  chick. 

Foods  and  Feeding. 

During  the  first  four  weeks  the  chickens 
were  fed  entirely  on  what  is  known  as  tbe  di  y 
feeding  system,  but  after  that  time  tbe  food 
was  more  varied.  When  this  dry  feed  is 
given  it  is  scattered  among  the  litter  covering 
the  floor,  and  tbe  birds  have  to  scratch  to  find 
it,  thus  obtaining  constant  and  beneficial 
exercise. 

Tbe  following  are  the  foods  employed  dur- 
ing the  experiment : — 

A.  —  Dry  Feed  nixture.    (First  Four 

Weel<s). 

Wheat,  3  parts  (by  weighi) 

Dari,  2     "  " 

Canary  seed,  2     ''  " 

Oatmeal,  2     "  " 

Millet,  1     "  " 

Broken  maize,  1     "  " 

Hempseed,  i   "  " 

Linseed,  |   "  " 

Buckwheat,  1     "  " 

Rice,  1     "  " 

Meat,  1     "  " 

Grit,  1  " 

1  part  71  lbs.  will  make  1  cwt.    Cost  9d.  4d. 
($2.24)  percwt.i;  Id.  (.02)  per  lb. 
}li-2lbs. 

B.  — Dry  Feed  Mixture.  (After  Four 

Weeks). 

Wheat,  4  parts  (by  weight) 

Broken  maize,  2     "  " 

Dari,  2     "  " 

Buckwheat,  2     "  " 

Rice,  1     "  " 

Hempseed,  1     "  " 

Meat,  1     "  '• 

Linseed,  ;1   "  " 

Grit  and  oyster  shell,  2|   "  " 

Costs  7s.  ($1.08)  per  cwt.;  Jd.  (.015)  per  lb. 
C— Soft  Food.  (After  Eight  Weeks). 
Barley  meal,  4  pai  ts  (by  weight) 

Toppings,  4     "  " 

Meat,  1     "  " 

Costs  7s.  ($1.68)  per  cwt.;  id.  (.015)  per  lb. 
D— Biscuit  neal. 

Spratts  patent  chicken  raeal,l8s.  4d.  ($4.40) 
per  cwt.;  21.  (.04)  per  lb. 


BANNER  MOULTING  POWDER 

Helps  fowls  nninlt  quicUer  llian  anviliiug  else  known.  The  faster  they 
moult  the  earlii-r  they  wilt  la\.   'fry  il. 

I'rice  1 11).  Iiox  ■i.'ic.;  by  mail  4iic.;  6  lioxes  Sl.OO  by  e.tpvess.  Our  innnense 
illustrated  supplj'  catalogue  free. 

KXCELSIOll  WIKE  &  POUI/niY  SUPPLV  CO.,  Dept.  I., 
W.  V.  RUSS,  Prop.  8C  &  38  Vesey  St.,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


ORPINGTONS. 

To  leani  all  about  this  liaiHWi>nic  aiul  usc-ful  brucd  of  fowls,  you  have  only  to  scmuI  for  a  sample  copy,  or  60c. 
fof  a  year's  sulisoi'iption  to  iIr-  e<lilors  and  publishers  o£  the 

ORPINGTON  POULTRY  J  OTJRNAL,      -       WILLIAM  COOK  &  SONS, 

The  Orifc'iualurs  of  all  1  lie  Orpiufiton  Fowls,  (of  Orpington  House,  EiiKlanil  and  Johannesburg)  at 
SCOTCH  PLAINS,  NEW  JERSEY,  U.  S.  A.,   J5ox  70. 
This  useful  i)apcr  treats  on  "  Hints  for  Hie  month,"  and  no  Poultry  Keeper  should  be  wiiliont  a  copy.  It 
also  contains  a  full  listof  our  Ejrt's  and  Fowls  for  sale  from  the  best  blood  obtainable.  We  supply  for  com- 
mercial or  exUibitiou  purposes,  almoderate  prices.  Over  6,500  Cups  and  Prizes  won  by  us  all  over  the  world 


200-Egg  Incubator  F°r$l2 

The  wonderful  Bimplicity  of  the  Wooden  Hen  and  the  greatly  increased 
production  forced  by  its  immense  sales,  makes  it  possible  to  offer  this  per- 
fect hatcher  for  S1'3.S0.  Self  regulating  and  guaranteed  to  hatch  as  large 
a  percentage  of  eggs  as  .my  other  batcher  at  any  price.  Send  for  the  free 
illustrated  catalogue  witli  14  colored  views.  CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Quincy,  IH 


Table    I. —  Record    of   Treatment    of  Chickens, 


T<!nineratn  t  e 

Dale. 

Where  licpt. 

of  brooder. 

Outside. 

Food  supplietl  mixtures. 

Mar.  S- 

-l.j 

Brooder 

90°F. 

No  grass 

A  in  litter 

Mar.  15- 

-22 

Brooder 

8.5°F. 

No  grass 

A  in  litter 

Mar.  22- 

-29 

Brooder 

80°F. 

Small  grass  run 

A  in  litter 

Mar.  29- 

-Apr.  0 

Brooder 

75°F. 

Small  grass  run 

A  in  litter 

7  a.m.  10  a.m.  2.30  p. m 

5  p.m 

Apr.  5— 

-12 

Cold  brooder 

Free  grass  run 

D         B  D 

B 

Apr.  12- 

-19 

Cold  brooder 

Free  grass  run 

D         B  D 

B 

Apr.  19- 

-26 

House 

Free  grass  run 

D         B  D 

B 

Apr.  26- 

-May  3 

House 

Free  grass  run 

D         B  P 

B 

May  3- 

-10 

House 

Free  grass  run 

C         B  C 

B 

7  a.m.       11  a.m.  5 

p.m. 

May  10- 

-17 

House 

P^ee  grass  run 

C  B 

B 

May  17- 

24 

House 

Free  grass  run 

C  B 

B 

May  24- 

-31 

House 

Free  grass  run 

C  B 

B 

Table  II. — Thirty  White  Wyandottes. 

Gross  consumption  and  cost  of  food. 


Meek 
ending 

Food  Consumed  (in  pounds). 

Cost 

)f  Food  cin  pence). 

Average 
cost  i)er 
bird  (in 
pence). 

Cost  per 
lb.  of 
increased 

weight 
tin  pence) 

A 

C  D 

Totals. 

A 

B 

C 

l> 

Totals. 

■  lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs.  lbs. 

lbs. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

li. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

Mar.  15 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 

0.083 

4.4 

Mar.  22 

4.5 

4.5 

4.5 

4.5 

0.160 

3.6 

Mar.  29 

8.375 

8.375 

8..375 

8.375 

0.279 

4.06 

Apr.  5 

10.25 

10.25 

10.25 

10.25 

O.34I 

3.156 

Apr.  12 

8.5625 

  2.5625 

11.125 

a,i22 

5.215 

11.547 

0..384 

3.358 

Apr.  19 

17.125 

  2.125 

19.25 

12.845 

4.25 

17.005 

0.570 

3.256 

Apr.  2(i 

18.687 

3.3125 

21.9995 

14.015 

6.625 

20.64 

0.688^ 

2.54 

May  3 

IG.OO 

6.00 

22.00 

12.00 

12.00 

24.00 

0.800 

3..57 

May  10 

23.00 

9.625 

32.625 

17.25 

7.219 

24.469 

0.816 

3.65 

May  17 

23.00 

9.25 

32.25 

17.25 

6.937 

24.187 

0.806 

3.07 

May  24 

33.00 

11.00 

44.00 

24.75 

8.25 

33.00 

1.100 

3.59 

May  31 

30.5 

17.5 

48.00 

22.875 

13.123 

36.00 

1.200 

4.465 

Totals, 

Total  food  consumed,  2  cwt.  1  qr.  4  lb.  14 
ounces. 

Total  cost  of  food,  18s.  1.015d.  (§4.34). 


2.;U.8745  IIk. 

Weiglit  ot  food  consumed  for  eacb  pound 
gained,  3.9519  lbs. 

Average  cost  of  food  per  liird,7.217d.(.144) 


217.015  d.  7.217  d. 
($4.34)  (.144) 


3.474  d. 

(.069) 


Cost  of  increased  weigiit  per  lb.  gained, 
8.479  1.  (.169). 

Average  gain  in  weigbt,  2.166  lbs. 


llie 


eon- 
alenis 


RIPPI  FY'Q  Spraying  and  Painting 

nillLCl  0  Machine  saves  Ihree  quarters  Time  and  Labor 

Over  the  brush.  Fine  for  whitewashing  poultry  buikiings,  barns,  fences,  cellars,  warehouses.  Will  whitewash 
building's  or  spray  trees  any  height  by  using  extra  ho^:e  to  elevate  spray.  U^ed  and  recommended  by  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Texas  State  Fair  Associations  and  the  following  noted 
breeder;;:  U.  R  J-ishe!,  Hope.  Ind.;  A.  G.  Duston,  Marlboro,  Mass.;  Meadow  Brook  Poultry  Farm.  Dallas,  Fa.  W.  B. 
Dean,  Sec'y  S.  Dakota  State  Board  of  Apricnlture.  says:  We  gave  all  our  State  Fair  Buildinga  two  coats  with 
jour  No.  7  machijie.   It  is  a  complete  sticcess — a  great  labor  eaver- 

CpUn  HQ  nill  Y  Q Q  ^®  *  pledge  of  good  faith  and  we  will  ship  C.  O.  D.  one  of  our  No.  6,  8-gallon, 
wtnU  UO  UI1L1  Ov  heavy  galvanized  steel  machines,  complete,  as  shown  in  cut,  with  10  feet  incQ 
h^'.-^crtrie  brass  cylinder  pump,  8-f  t.  extension  rod,  strainer  and  3  government  receipts  for  preparing  whitewash. 
PP9CE~No.  6,  8-gal  size,  complete  as  above,  S12.O0;  freight  prepaid,  3 1 2.75.  No.  7,  1 5-gal  size,  com- 
plete as  above,  S  1  S.OO;  freight  prepaid,  3  1  5.75. 

Rippley's  Compressed  Air  Sprayers 

are  sold  under  a  guarantee  to  be  the  best  ana  mo.st  substantial  sprayers  on  the  market.  Have  safety  valve,  fine 
bras-;  cylinder  pump,  aud  a  re^'ular  Vermorei  spiay  nozzle.   Seams  are  i-iveted  and  double  seamed. 
TCCTirn  Tn  t%t\  l  DC    DDCCCIIDC  Wedon'tclaimtosellthecheapestsprayeronthemarket.but 
I         I  I  U  OU  LDdi  rnCddUnC  wedoolaimandprovetohavetlie  best,  which  wlUprovuihe 

cheaiiest  ill  the  end.  One  <ir2  minutes  pumping  will  discharge  sohit  ion  in  a  mist,  covering  every  part  oi  foliage. 
Nothing  betterforspraying  trees  up  to  2.i  feet  high,  shrubherv.  potatoes,  cotton  and  tobacco.  Spraying  fly 
rem  .ver?  and  lice  killers  on  stock.  PRICE— 4>gal.  galvanized,  35,  same  size  copper  37.  6  gal.  galvanized, 
35.50,  same  size  copper  38.  4  toot  bamboo  rod  to  elevate  spray,  8  foot  $1;  10  foot  $1.50.  Add  ^Oc  to  above 
prices  and  wo  will  pay  express  charges.  Our  100-page  catalogue  of  sprayers,  prepared  spraying  mixtures, 
cookers,  carts,  lice  killers,  churns,  etc. ,  mailed  free.  Manufactured  only  by 

Rippley  Hardware  Co.,  Box   12,  Grafton,  Bll. 

Eastern  Agents— Johnson  &  Stokes,  Philadelphia,  Pa.       Excelsior  Wire  Poultry  Supply  Co.,  New  York  Clty^  i 

To  say,  vvhen  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM=POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you —  please  them  —  ana  help 


ieo4 

Notes. 

».  The  prices  cbarged  are  those  at  wb4ck 
ibe  above  foods  can  be  purchased  generaJly. 

b.  In  feediug,  the  soft  food  was  supplied 
in  suffieieut  quantities  to  be  cleared  up  at 
cDce;  the  hard  corn  was  left  for  about  half  to 
three-quarters  of  au  hour,  and  then  removed. 

c.  Green  food  was  supplied,  but  when  the 
birds  were  out  on  the  grass  it  was  seldom 
ealeu.  It  was  giveu  after  hard  food,  so  that 
we  couid  arrive  at  the  weight  of  food  con- 
sumed. 

General  Treatment. 

Table  1  shows  (1)  where  the  chickens  were 
accommodated;  (2)  the  temperature  In  sleep- 
lug  compartment  of  brooder  during  the  first 
four  weeks;  ^3)  the  outside  conditions ;  and 
(4)  the  times  of  feeding  and  food  supplied. 

Description  of  Birds. 

Por  the  purpose  of  these  experiments,  (1) 
thirty  pure  bred  chicks  were  chosen,  White 
Wyandottes,  as  representing  the  general  pur- 
pose breeds;  and  (2)  thirty  crosses, bred  espe- 
cially for  table  purposes.  The  latter  consisted 
of  thirteen  Faverolles-Buff  Orpingtons,  eleven 


Table  VI. —  Thirty  Crossbreds. 

Gross  consumption  iind  cost  of  food. 


Week 
endlusc 

Food  Consiiiucd  (in  pounds). 

Cost  of  Food  (iu  pence). 

Average 
cost  per 
bird  (In 
pence), 
d. 

Cost  per 

lb.  ol 
increased 

weigh  t 
(in  pen ce ). 
d. 

A 

Q 

lbs. 

1) 

lbs. 

Totals, 
lbs. 

r~ 
A 
d. 

B 
d. 

C  D 
d.  il. 

Totals, 
d. 

Mar.  1.5 

'i.U 

2.0 

2.0 

  .... 

2.0 

0.066 

4.9 

Mar.  21 

43 

4.5 

4.5 

4.5 

0.1.50 

2.823 

Mar.  29 

S.3125 

8.3125 

8.3125 

8.31 2.T 

0.277 

2.83 

Apr.  5 

9.875 

9.875 

9.875 

9.875 

0.329 

3.1 6 

Apr.  12 

S.t>7'> 

2.0 

10.875 

0.6.')6 

4.0 

10.630 

0.3.55 

2.991 

Apr.  19 

15.75 

2.5 

18.25 

11.81 

5.0 

10.81 

0.360 

2.586 

Apr.  26 

18.6S75 

3.5 

22.1875 

14.015 

7.0 

21.015 

0.7005 

2.873 

May  3 

16.5 

6.0 

22.5 

12.375 

12.0 

24.375 

0.8125 

2..321 

May  10 

25.0 

9.5 

34.5 

18.75 

7.125   

25.873 

0.8625 

5.1 

May  IT 

21.0 

9.75 

30.75 

15.75 

7.3125 

23.0625 

0.7687 

2.598 

May  24 

35.5 

11.0 

46.5 

26.625 

8.25 

35.075 

1.169 

3..597 

May  31 

28.5 

17.5 

46.0 

21.375 

13.125 

34.5 

1.150 

4..346 

Totals, 

256.25  lbs. 

216.056  d. 

7.2002  d.  3.3446d. 

(S4.32) 

(.144) 

(.067) 

Total  food  cousume<l,  2  cwt.  1  qr.  4  ll)S.  4 
z. 

Total  cost  of  food,  18s.  0..56d.  (S4.32). 


Weight  of  food  consumed  for  eacli  pound        Cost  of  increased  weight  per  pound,  3.3446d. 
increased,  3.702  lbs.  (.007). 
Average  cost  food  per  bird,  7.2002d.,  (.144).        Average  gain  in  weight,  2.26  lbs. 


Table  111.— Thirty  White  Wyandottes. 

Gross  weekly  increases  in  weights. 
(Hatched  March  7, 1904;  removed  to  brooder  March  8,  1904). 


Date  weigheil. 

Gross  weight — ozs. 

Gross  increases  (in  onnces). 

March 

8 

42 

March  15 

51 

9 

March 

22 

71 

20  29 

March  29 

:i)4 

33   53  62 

April 

5 

155 

51   84  104  113 

April 

12 

210 

55  106  1.39  159  168 

April 

19 

294 

84  139  190  223  243  252 

April 

26 

424 

130  214  269  320  353  373  382 

May 

3 

573 

149  279  363  418  409  302  322  531 

May 

10 

680 

107  256  386  470  323  57(i  009  631  63S 

May 

n 

806 

126  233  382  512  596  031  702  735  757 

764 

May 

24 

953 

147  273  380  529  639  743  798  849  882 

904 

May 

31 

1082 

129  276  402  509  658  7SS  872  927  978 

1011 

911 


Weight  of  30  birds,  24  hours  old. 
Weight  of  30  birds,  12  l*etH*old, 

Total  gain. 


2  lbs.  10  ozs. 
67  lbs.  10  ozs. 

65  lbs.  0  ozs. 


Table  IV.  — Thirty    White  Wyandottes. 

maximum  and  mimimnm  temperature  of 


Average  weekly  weights  and  increases,  with 
out.-ide  atmosphere. 


Week 
eudiog 

Mar.  8 

Average 
weights. 

ozs. 

1.4 

Average 
gain  in 
weights, 
ozs. 

Total  aver- 
age gain  iu 
weights  to 

date. 

ozs. 

Teniperature  of 
aiiiiospbere. 

Max.  Mini. 
J)irl'.        Def.  F. 

Remarks. 

Mar.  15 

1.7 

0.3 

0.3 

57 

24 

Mar.  22 

2.36 

0.66 

0.69 

54 

22 

Mar.  29 

3.46 

1.1 

2. 06 

53 

26 

Several  cold  days. 

Apr.  5 

5.16 

1.7 

3.76 

59 

31 

Apr.  12 

7.0 

1.83 

5.60 

63 

33 

Apr.  19 

9.8 

2.8 

8.4 

64 

33 

Apr.  26 

14.13 

4..33 

12.73 

69 

31 

May  3 

19.1 

4.96 

17.7 

65 

31 

Warm  days. 

May  10 

22.66 

3.56 

21.26 

70 

34 

Very  varial)le ;  three 
last  days  cold. 

May  17 

26.86 

4.2 

23.46 

78 

34 

May  24 

31.76 

4.9 

30.36 

05 

40- 

Colder  days. 

May  31 

36.06 

4.3 

34.66 

83 

44 

One  hot  day  ;  others 

collier. 


Table  V.— Thirty  White  Wyandottes. 

Respective  weights  of  cockerels  and  pullets  at  twelve  weeks  old. 


Totals, 
Averages, 
Greatest  gai 
Least  gain , 


Cockerels 

(17). 

Pullets  (13). 

2  lbs. 

6  ozs. 

2  ll)s. 

1  oz. 

2  lbs. 

5  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

8  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

8  ozs. 

3  11)S. 

0  ozs. 

1  Ih. 

7  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

11  ozs. 

1  ll>. 

15  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

1  lb. 

1  oz. 

2  lbs. 

11  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

2  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

3  ozs. 

1  11). 

12  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

9  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

2  ozs. 

2 

6  ozs.  ■ 

1  lb. 

12  ozs. 

•2  11)S. 

12  ozs. 

1  11). 

13  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

1  oz. 

1  lb. 

6  ozs. 

2  lb.s. 

1  oz. 

2  lbs. 

8  ozs. 

2  lljs. 

8  OZS. 

2  lbs. 

8  OZS. 

2  lbs. 

9  ozs. 

2  ll)s. 

7  ozs. 

r2  lbs. 

5  ozs. 

23  lbs. 

5  ozs. 

2.48  lbs. 

1.947 

lb.s. 

2.9  lbs. 

2.75  1 

bs. 

2.065  lbs. 

1.0(;25.lbs. 

General  average  lioth  sexes, 

2.266  lbs. 

Indian  Game-Buff  Orpingtons,  and  six  Indian 
Gamc-Faverolles.  The  chicks  were  taken  as 
batched,  without  any  attempt  at  selection. 
All  the  birds  were  reared  to  the  twelfth  week, 
excepting  one  White  Wyandotte,  which  died 
on  the  second  day,  when  another  of  the  same 
age  was  substituted. 

Experiment  No.   1. — White  Wyan= 
dottes. 

The  accompanying  tables  show  (1)  the  gross 
consumption  and  cost  of  food,  and  cost  per 
pound  of  increase;  (2)  the  gross  weekly 
Incrctse  in  weight;  (3)  the  average  weekly 
Increase  iu  weight  with  maximum  and  mini- 
mum temperature  of  atmosphere;  and  (4)  the 
growth  of  cockerels  and  pullets,  and  aver- 
ages. 

From  table  IV.  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
average  gain  in  the  first  four  weeks  was  3.76 
oz. ;  in  the  second  four  weeks,  13.94  oz. ;  in 
the  third  four  weeks  16.96  oz. ;  and  the  aver- 
age cost  was  0.8.53.1.  (.017)  for  the  first  four 
weeks ;  2.442 1.  (.048)  for  the  second  four 
weeks;  and  3.922d.  (.078)  for  the  third  four 
weeks.  The  advance  in  development  was 
steadily  maintained,  but  in  the  ninth  and 
tenth  weeks,  when  the  weather  was  cooler 
during  the  day,  progress  was  less  rapid  than 
In  the  seventh  and  eighth  weeks.  It  is  not 
low  night  temperature  we  need  fear  so  much 
as  cool  days.  During  the  night  the  birds  are 
kept  warm  in  the  brooder  or  bouse,  but 
growth  Is  slower  when  the  days  are  cold,  due 
to  absence  of  sunshine,  and  more  especially 
during  the  prevalence  of  east  winds. 


As  might  be  expected  at  this  stage  of 
growth,  the  cockerels  made  the  greatest  gain, 
exceeding  the  average  by  0.214  oz.  In  both 
sexes  there  was  considerable  variation,  rang- 
ing from  a  fraction  over  2  lbs.  to  nearly  3  lbs. 
in  cockerels,  and  from  a  fraction  over  1  lb.  to 
25  lbs.  in  pullets.  Such  variations  are,  how- 
ever, to  be  expected,  as  Is  well  known  to  all 
poultry  breeders. 

Experiment  No.  2. — Crossbreds. 

Table  Vt.  and  the  following  tables  give 
details  as  to  the  cross  breds  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  for  the  White  Wyandottes. 

The  average  gain  in  the  first  four  weeks 
was  4.298  oz. ;  in  the  second  four  weeks  14.532 
oz. ;  in  the  third  four  weeks  16.866  ozi;  and 
the  average  cost  was  0.822d.  (.016)  for  the 
first  four  weeks;  2.428d.  (.048)  for  the  second 
four  weeks;  and  3.950d.  (.079)  for  the  third 
four  weeks.  The  same  check  in  development 
was  manifested  In  the  ninth  and  tenth  weeks 
as  with  White  Wyandottes,  but  to  a  much 
greater  degree,  showing  that  the  cause  was 
general,  and  not  special. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note 
the  growth  attained  by  birds  of  the  three 
crosses  used.  On  irfext  page  we  give  the 
average  weights  at  twelve  weeks  old  : 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Faverolle-Buff  Orp- 
ington cross  has  yielded  the  best  results  iu 
both  sexes.  In  cockerels  the  heaviest  weight 
was  of  that  cross  —  3  lbs.  2oz.;  in  pullets  a 
Faverolle-HuffOrpington  and  au  Indian  Game- 
Buff  Orpington  each  reached  3  lbs. 


1  CONSIDER  THE  COCKERELS! 


Aiul  iustca*!  of  niarketini;  surplus  cockerels  at  ;i 
time  when,  at  5  orSllis.  each,  Ihcy  bring  only  a  ft  w 
dollars  a  dozen,  lake  account  of  the  possibilities  oi 
greater  profit, 

AND 

CAPONIZE  THEM. 

At,  a  comparalively  small  co>l  for  food,  they  c-in 
produce  capons  wciirhiniT  10  or  12  pounds,  and  which 
will  net  ilu-m  12  to  16  cents  per  pound.  ThemetluHt  is 
very  simple  —  the  instvuolions  s«>  clear  —  that  with  a 
little  practice  anyone  can  perform  iheoperation.  The 
demand  for  nice  large  capons  far  excetnls  itit- 
supply.  With  the  proper  instruments,  eaponiiing  is 
easy.  We  send,  postage  pvep;ud.  a  splendid,  complete 
set  of  thoroughly  reliable  instruments,  in  ve'vct 
lined  case,  togelher  with  book  of  instructions  HOW 
TO  CAPONIZK,aIlforon'y  ?2.:S.  OrwewiUscud 
Farm-roullry  oi\e  year,  a  set  of  iustrumems,  and 
the  book  HoV  TO  CAPONIZE  .hM  for  only  $S.iO. 


9 


Send  money  ol  der,  cash  or  st.imps  to 


FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO., 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


To  say,  when  writing  Advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARn-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 


34a 


August  15 


Crosses. 
Faverolle-Butr  Orpington, 
ludiau  Game-Faverolle, 
ludiau  Game-Buff  Orpington, 


Cockerels 

averages^. 
(5)  \bs.,  2.937.T 
(4)  lbs.,  2.625 
(2)  lbs.,  2.46875 


(8)  il)!-.,  2.3203 
(2 J  lbs.,  2.09375 

(9)  lbs.,  1.9305 


Table  VII. —  Thirty  Crossbreds. 

Gross  weekly  increases  in  weight. 


Date  weighed. 

Gross  weiglit— ozs. 

Gross  increase  (iuouuces). 

March  8 

43 

March  15 

H 

March  22 

75 

254 

32 

March  29 

122 

47 

724 

79 

April  5 

172 

50 

97 

1224  129 

April  12 

229 

57 

107 

154   1794  186 

April  19 

333 

104 

161 

211   258   2834  290 

April  26 

450 

■  117 

221 

278   328   375   4004  407 

May  3 

618 

168 

285 

389   446   496   543   5684  5"5 

May  10 

699 

81 

249 

366   470   527   577   G24   6494  656 

May  17 

841 

142 

223 

.391    .508   612   669    719    766    7914  798 

May  24 

997 

150 

29s 

379   ,547   664    768   825   875   922  9474 

May  31 

1124 

127 

283 

425   506   674    791    895   952  1002  1049 

954 


Weight  of  30  birds  24  hours  old, 
Weight  of  30  birds  12  weeks  old, 

Net  gain. 


2  lbs.  11  ozs. 
70  lbs.  4  ozs. 

67  lbs.   9  ozs. 


Table  VIII.— Thirty  Crossbreds. 

hts  and  increases,  with  maximum  and  mimimum  temperature  of 


Average  weekly  wei 
outside  atmosphere. 


Average 

Total  aver- 

Temperature  of 

Week 

erage  gain  in 

utmospliere. 

Average 

gain  in 

weiglits  to 

ending 

weights. 

weights. 

date. 

Ma.x. 

Min. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

Deg.  F. 

Deg.  F. 

Remarlis. 

Mar.  8 

1.43 

Mar.  15 

1.65 

0.216 

0.216 

57 

24 

Mar.  22 

2.5 

0.85 

1.066 

54 

22 

Mar.  29 

4.066 

1.566 

2.632 

53 

26 

Several  cold  days. 

Apr.  5 

5.733 

1.666 

4.298 

59 

31 

Apr.  12 

7.633 

1.9 

6.198 

63 

33 

Apr.  19 

11.1 

3.466 

9.664 

64 

33 

Apr.  26 

15.0 

3.56G 

13.230 

69 

31 

May  3 

20.6 

5.6 

18.83 

65 

31 

Warm  days. 

May  10 

23.3 

2.7 

21.,53 

70 

34 

Very  variable  ;  3  last 
days  cold. 

May  17 

28.033 

4.733 

26.263 

78 

34 

May  24 

33.233 

5.2 

31.463 

65 

40 

Colder  day. 

May  31 

37.466 

4.233 

33.696 

83 

44 

One  hot  day  ;  others 

cooler. 


Table  IX. —  Thirty  Crossbreds. 

E,es|  ective  weights  of  cockerels  and  pullets  at  12  weeks  old. 
Faverolle-Butl"  Orpingtons. 


Totals 

Averages 
Greatest  gain 
Least  gain. 


Cockerels  (11). 

Pullets 

(19). 

3  lbs.. 

3  ozs. 

1  lb. 

14  ozs. 

3  lbs. 

0  ozs. 

1  lb. 

15  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

10  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

14  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

4  ozs. 

3  lbs. 

0  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

5  ozs. 

3  lbs. 

0  ozs. 

2  Ins. 

2  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

2  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

5  ozs. 

Indian  G 

.irae-Faverolle. 

2  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

1  lb. 

7  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

4  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

Indian  Game-Bull  Orpington. 

2  lbs. 

8  ozs. 

1  lb. 

7  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

7  ozs. 

1  lb. 

12  ozs. 

1  lb. 

6  ozs. 

3  lbs. 

0  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

1  oz. 

1  lb. 

14  ozs. 

2  lbs. 

4  ozs. 

1  lb. 

15  ozs. 

1  lb. 

11  ozs. 

30  lbs. 

2  ozs. 

40  lbs. 

2  ozs. 

5, 

2.738  lbs. 

2.1118  lbs. 

3.1875  lbs. 
2.25  lbs. 


General  average  (both  sexes), 


3.0  lbs. 
1.375  lbs. 
2.346  lbs. 


Table  X.—  Cost  of  Chickens  at  12  Weeks  Old. 


AVliite  Wyandottes. 

d". 


Initial  cost  of  egg, 
Cost  of  working  incubator, 
Cost  of  working  brooder, 
Cost  of  food  (averagf). 


1.433 
0.291 
0.166 
J_^17 
-9. 10^7 


(.028) 
(.058) 
(.0,33) 
(.144) 
(.18) 


In  each  ease  this  works  out  at  a  fraction  above  9d.  (.18) 

To  say,  when  writing  advertisers, 


Cross  Breds. 
d. 

1.4,33  (.028) 
0.291  (.0.58) 
0.106  (.333) 
7.20()2J.U4) 
'9.092  (.18) 


Table  XI.  —  Comparison  of  Weights  Between  Breeds. 

The  following  summarv  of  comparisons  will  irulir.ite  special  features  of  the  experiments  : 

Total  Weights. 


Ages. 

\\'liii<' 

W  V  uii'i'  >  1 1  . 

Cross  IJreds. 

lb 

lbs. 

ozs. 

30  cbickei 

s,  24  hours  old. 

■_> 

10 

•2 

11 

do. 

S  days  old. 

y 

3 

3 

14 

do. 

15 

do. 

4 

7 

4 

11 

do. 

22 

do. 

.  C 

8 

10 

do. 

29 

do. 

ij 

11 

10 

12 

do. 

36 

do. 

13 

o 

14 

5 

do. 

43 

.lo. 

18 

(i 

-  20 

13 

do. 

50 

do. 

26 

S 

28 

2 

do. 

57 

do. 

35 

13 

38 

10 

do. 

64 

do. 

42 

S 

43 

11 

do. 

71 

do. 

50 

(; 

52 

9 

do. 

78 

do. 

59 

9 

62 

5 

do. 

85 

do. 

67 

10 

70 

4 

Comparisons. 

Although  the  differences  between  the  two 
lots  of  chickens  are  very  small  in  the  final 
results,  it  will  be  of  interest  if  the  White 
AVyandottes  and  cros.s  breds  are  compared, 
for  reasons  which  are  noted  below.  The  first 
comparison  helps  us  to  appreciate  the  entire 
cost,  apart  from  interest  on  capital  and  labor 
involved,  of  a  chicken  reared  on  the  most 
advanced  priaiciples,  and  fed  in  the  best  man- 
ner known  to  us. 

The  cross  breds,  commencing  with  an 
advantage  of  1  oz.,  finished  by  weighing  2  lbs. 
10  oz.  more  than  the  White  AVyandottes,  or  a 
greater  gain  by  2  lbs.  9  oz. 


Table  XII. —  Comparisons  of  Weekly 
Gain  in  Weight. 


Weeks. 

White  Wyandoltes. 

Cross  Breds. 

1st 

0.3  ozs. 

0.216  OZS. 

2d 

0.66  " 

0.85  " 

3.1 

1.1  " 

1.566  " 

4th 

1.7  •' 

1.666  " 

oth 

1.83  " 

1.9  •'■ 

6th 

2.3  ■• 

3.466  '• 

7th 

4.33  " 

3.566  '• 

8th 

4.96  " 

5.6  " 

9th 

3.56 

2.7 

10th 

4.2  " 

4.733  " 

lltb 

4.9  " 

5.2  " 

12th 

4.3  '• 

4.233  " 

Table  XIII. 


Total  food  consumed. 
Total  cost  of  food. 

Weight  of  food  consumed  for  each  pound  gained, 
Average  cost  of  food  per  bird, 
Cost  of  increased  weight  per  pound. 
Average  gain  in  weight, 
Average  weight  12  weeks, 
Average  weight,  cockerels,  12  weeks. 
Average  weight,  pullets,  12  weeks. 
Greatest  gain  in  12  weeks. 
Least, 


General  Comparisons 

White  Wyanduiles. 
2cwt.  Iqr.  4lbs.  14oz 
18s.  l.Olod.  ($4.34) 
3.9519  lbs. 
7.217d.  (.144) 
3.479d.  (.069) 
2.166  lbs. 
2.206  lbs. 
2.48  lbs. 
1.947  lbs. 
2.9  lbs. 
1.0625  lbs. 


Cross  Bred. 
2cwt.  Iqr.  41I)S.  4oz9. 
18s.  0.56d.  (14.32) 
3.762  lbs. 
7.2002d.  (.144) 
3.3446d.  (.067) 
2.26  lbs. 
2.346  lbs. 
2.738  lbs. 
2.1118  ll)s. 
3.1875  lbs. 
1.375  lbs. 


With  the  exception  of  the  first,  fourth, 
seventh,  ninth  and  twelfth  week  the  cross 
breds  made  a  greater  gain  each  week.  The 
greatest  gain  was  made  in  the  eighth  week, 
both  with  White  Wyandottes  and  cross  bred.-*, 
and  on  reference  to  tables  IV.  and  VIII.  it 
will  be  noted  that  whilst  a  high  temperature 
was  not  reached,  the  weather  was  generally 


warm  and  favorable  for  growth.  That  fact  is 
recognized  and  must  lie  taken  into  account  by 
chicken  rearers.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  cross 
breds  made  a  very  much  lower  advance  in  the 
ninth  week  than  the  Wyandottes. 

The  cross  breds  were  at  a  disadvantage  in 
that  three  difierent  crosses  were  used.  Had 
all  been  Favorelles-Buff  Orpington,  which  we 


^Keep  Ghickens  Free  From  Lice 


To  make  money  poultrymen  must  be  on  the  alert.  Lice  breed 
so  rapidly  that  before  you  realize  their  presence  they  will  in- 
fest every  fowl  you  have.  We  know  of  only  one  sure  way 
to  keep  chickens  free  from  them— by  using 


Chloro-Na|^9lMQlj|) 


We  guarantee  it  to  do  the  work  if  you  use  it— and  our  guarantee 
means  something.  Cures  Leukaemia,  Cholera  and  all  parasitic 
diseases  that  attack  chickenB.  Itt*  constant  use  costs  little  and  saves 
much.  Used  by  poultrymen  for  ten  years  and  every  one  who  uses  it 
recommends  it-  Sold  concentrated,  in  sealed  trade-marked  cans. 
lGallon.$1.50;  5  Gallons,  *6.75:  10  Gallons.  $12.50.   Send  for  booklet. 

*WEST  DISINFECTING  COMPANY,    29  East  59th  St.,  New  York  City 

Illustration  No.  ]  represents  a  speci«s  of  hen  louse,  much  enlarged,  ihat  is  often  very  troubleBome.    Illustration  No.  2 
is  a  sppcies  that  attacks  turkeys,  and  if  not  exterminated  will  soon  inrrease  sufficiently  to  dpstroy  an  entire  flock.  ' 


No.  1 


No.  a 


Marked  for 


Are  llie  cliickeus  marlied  lj\  this  haudy  link*  inslrunieiit.  A  rt'oord  of  the 
chicks  from  each  mating  sliould  be  Kept,"  that  lliey  may  Ik-  easily  i  et•l'>^^i/.ed, 
and  the  method  usually  adopted  is  thai  of  punchinf;  a  small  hole  in  the  web 
of  the  foot.   For  this  purpose  nothing  is  so 


Simple 


Practical 


Cheap 


As  tlie  poultry  marker  we  niW- 
po^-ilili-,  Willi  tiiis  markei'.  {<•  i 
mul  iii^'s  nf  each  hreed  i.r  \  ai'i:  l 
loss  >.i:  valuable  birds.  Th(.u.saii 
mail  ONK  M  AKKKK.  P' 
markers  for  $1.00.   Send  cash  or  ^^ 


A- Uiere  are  t\vi>  webs  in  each  font,  it  is 
h  ideiiiify  the  chickens  from  1(.  ditleient 
A  |iii>teeti(ni  a^'aiiisi  romp  I  ications  and 
n  ii>e;ind  ^'ivin;r  eutiie  satisfae! ion.  W  e 
j^ta;.'c    jiicpaid,    for   only  25  ceiils;or5 

ll|.St- 


FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.,   Boston,  Mass, 


'SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 


10O-4 


FARV[=POt  ILTRV 


3  AH 


Financial  Results  —  Thirty  White  Wyandottes. 


17  i.ir.i*  rea  izfii.  i .  ,  .tiOT  i  eai'li, 
Le»s  coiumis^iou  ami  i-an  iage, 

13  Uirds  retained  at  2s.  each. 

Less  cost  of  piXKliii'tiou — eggs, 
Iiu-ul)atur  expenses. 
Brooder. 
FootI, 


fi  i; 

0  4 


0  ($11.33) 
9    («  l.ln) 

—  £•2   2   0  (S  10.20) 

1   i;   0  (S  6.3a) 


RUMSON   FARM    POULTRY  YARDS, 


0  :; 

0  0 

0  II 

0  IS 


£3   8   0  ($10.35) 


Net  prodt. 


Thirty  Crossbreds. 


l.'i  liirds  realized  3s.  Cd.  (.81 1  each, 
Ki  birds  realized  2s.  9d.  (.6t>7)  each. 


Less  commission  and  carriage. 

Less  cost  of  proiluction — esjgs, 
Iiiciil>:itor  expen>es, 
Hrootier. 
Kou<l. 

Xet  profit. 

White  Wyanilottes, 
Crossbreds, 


■>  1 


Net  Profit. 


4  14 

0  ; 
0  s 

0  (.1 
0  0 
0  18 


•^1 

5 

—  1    2  10  (35.55) 
£2   .■>   2  ,511.00) 

«  ($l2.;si 
9  (tlO.I6) 

3  ($22.94) 

4  ($I.TS) 

—  £4   0  II    I $21.16) 


8i 

5 

-12   9  ($5.53) 
£3   4   2  ($15.03) 

l-15d.  (.306)  each. 
l-3d.  (..i2)  each. 


found  the  most  protituble  cross,  and  the  same 
results  met  with  in  30  birds  as  in  tlie  13,  the 
average  gain  would  have  been  2.55V  lbs.,  anif 
the  total  gain  in  weight  upwards  of  ~bk  llis., 
or  atiout  s  lbs.  more  than  here  reeoriled. 

The  fpiality  of  the  birds  when  killed  may  be 
brielly  described  as  follows: 

1st.— Favcr  >lles-But1  <  )rpington :  Very  de  i- 
cate  and  line  in  skin;  good  color;  flesh  very 
tender. 

2d.— Indian  Game-Buff  Orpington :  Excel- 
lent color;  well  fleshed  :  a  little  hard. 

3d.  —  Indian  Game-Faverolles:  Excellent 
color;  well  fleshed:  a  Utile  hard. 

4th.— White  Wyandottes:  Excellent  qual- 
ity; very  tender;  skin  yellowish;  trille  hard. 

Of  the  White  Wyandottes  the  13  pullels 
were  retained  for  further  observation  and  use; 
the  17  cockerels  and  30  cross  breds  of  both 
sexes  were  immediately  killed  and  forwarded 
for  sale  throusrh  the  ordinary  trade  channels. 
The  White  Wyandotte  pullets  not  killed  are 
credited  at  2s.  each,  the  net  price  at  which 
they  could  have  been  .sold  deail. 

AVhile  it  is  true  that  the  1.3  White  Wyandotte 
pullets  may  yield  a  greater  return  than  allowed 
for,  it  is  evident  that  a  much  larger  prodt  is 
obtained  in  pro<Iucing  market  chickens  by 
breeding  from  the  table  varieties  of  poultry. 
Further,  they  must  be  salable  at  the  right 
season,  when  prices  for  spring  chickens  are 
good,  and  these  birds  were  placed  on  the  mar- 
ket at  a  favorable  time. 

EdwardHkowx. 
Lecturer  in  Aviculture. 
E.  T.  Brow  x.  Will  Browx, 
Practical  Instructor*  in  Avicullure. 

College  Toultry  Farm,  Theale,  .June,  1904. 

Explained  at  Last. 

A  new  era  in  the  appointment  of  judiies 
seems  to  have  dawned  upon  us.  The  tirst 
glimpse  of  the  new  light  is  reported  from  the 
World's  Fair  Grounds.  The  fact  that  a  man 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  signing  his  name 
'■.Judge,"  will  now  fall  flat.  The  fact  that  he 
has  traveled  long  and  far  under  that  high 
K>unding  title  is  valuable  only  to  the  extent 
that  it  may  be  backed  up  by  Knowledge, 
Merit  and  Integrity.  The  World's  p'air  people 
think  there  may  be  others,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  judges  we  are  informed  will  be  made 
with  that  in  view.  The  requirements  of  a 
judge  in  their  eyes  are  Honesty  and  Knowl- 
edge, and  we  have  an  idea  that  they  are  lay- 
ing great  stress  upon  the  ability  and  experi- 
ence of  a  man  as  a  breeder. — Reliable  Poultry 
Journal. 

That  explains  why  it  has  been  impossible  to 
make  early  announcement  of  the  judges.  Con- 
ditions with  regard  to  judging  have  been  so 
very  bad  that  judicial  reputations  made  in  the 
past  don't  go  with  the  World's  Fair  people. 
They  have  had  to  find  out  for  themselves  all 
about  each  applicant's  '-Knowledge.  Merit  and 
Integrity."  They  couldn't  even  take  the  li^t 
of  A.  P.  A.  members  and  select  judges  from 
thaL 

After  the  above  announcement  breeders 
will  be  more  impatient  than  ever  for  a  list  of 
judges,  while  of  cour.-e  the  judges  are  all  on 
tenter  hooks.  As  for  the  show  managers 
who  for  years  have  supposed  that  they  were 
Miectinsf  judges  for  knowledge,  merit  and 
integrity,  the  reflection  on  them  imtdied  In  the 
proclamation  of  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  does 
not  seem  calculated  to  promote  good  will  all 
round. 


The  Shortage  in  "5prings"  — 
As  Some  Commission  Men 
See  It. 

A  subscriber  in  Baltimore  sends  us  a  clip- 
ping from  the  Herald  of  that  city  which  is 
interesting  as  showing  how  some  people,  sup- 
posed to  be  in  a  position  to  know,  explain 
conditions  which  are  due  to  causes  quite  dif- 
ferent from  those  they  assign  : 

"What  cau>es  have  combined  to  bring  about 
present  conditions  in  the  spring  chicken 
market  are  a  question  upon  which  the  most 
extensive  city  dealers  do  not  agree.  A  Cam- 
den street  l  ommission  man  said  yesterday  : 
•Spring  chickens  are  not  excessively  high 
when  compared  with  the  prices  of  the  last 
several  seasons. 

"  'The  primary  cause  of  the  soaring  prices,  in 
my  opinion,  is  the  blizzard  of  four  or  five 
years  ago.  <  ild  fowls  throughout  the  country 
were  so  badly  frozen  that  hundreds  of  farm- 
ers' wives  and  exclusive  chicken  raisers  were 
forced  to  dis[)ose  of  their  frostbitten  stock.  In 
many  cases  in  the  territory  from  which  Balti- 
more draws  its  supply  the  industry  has  not 
recovered  from  the  serious  setback.' 

"Another  extensive  poultry  dealer  said  : 
'The  almost  unheard  of  development  of  the 
summer  boanler  business  is  largely  responsible 
for  the  prevailing  prices.  Spring  chicken  is 
demanded  by  guests  of  every  first  class  country 
hotel  and  boarding  bouse.  These  people  are 
able  to  pay  the  price,  and  their  requirements 
must  be  met.  Hundreds  of  furmers'  wives 
are  now  entertaining  summer  boarders,  who 
require  the  very  best  the  farms  aflbrd.  This 
keeps  thousands  of  chickens  from  the  city 
markets.  The  income  from  the  summer 
boarder  is  an  item  of  no  mean  importance  to 
many  farmers  within  100  miles  of  all  our  large 
American  cities,  and  their  tastes  must  be 
catered  to.  West  Virginia  gives  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  home  consumption  of  the 
spring  chicken.  For  many  years  the  state 
was  one  of  the  largest  producers  of  poultry 
and  eggs  in  the  country,  but  since  the  develop- 
ment of  the  enormous  mining  Industries 
almost  the  entire  product  of  the  local  hen- 
neries is  consumed  at  home,  and  that  source  of 
--upply  is  cut  off.'  " 


Another 


Robinson  Who 
Brahmas. 


Likes 


Editor  FAiiM-POL  LTRY :— Seeing  In  your 
Issue  of  15th  your  preference  for  Light  Brah- 
mas, wish  to  give  a  little  of  my  own  experi- 
ence. Have  bred  Light  Brahmas  for  thirty 
years,  and  last  season  had  seven  pullets  which 
laid  all  the  season,  often  an  egg  each  day,  and 
none  of  them  were  broody  during  the  season. 
This  spring  they  began  laying  In  March,  an.l 
up  to  the  present  time,  July  IGth,  not  one 
has  been  broody  ;  and  such  eggs— large  brown 
color.  The  Light  Brahma  Is  the  breed  for 
me.  H.  M.  ROBIXSOX. 

Danbiiry,  Conn. 


Winners  at  Pai»-.-\n»eri<-aii, 


hihI  Ne\\  Voi'k. 

A.    K.    WKIGfIT,  Mer..   Ke.l  Bank,  N.  .J. 


FRENCH 


pree  Sample 


GERM  DESTROYER" 

\W  want  cases  of  Itoiip.  Canker.  .Scaly  I.e^^,  etc. 
i'ricc  $2.C0  fier  gal.  Express  charges  paid, 
SOBEKIXK  CHEMICAI.  CO.. 
1006-8-10  .Market  St.,  Gloucester,  N.  .J. 


I  STRICTLY 
'-AUTOMATIC 
THROUGHOUT  ^ 


The  Cyphers  Guarantee' 


backed  by  every  dollar  we  have:  n  the  world  is  made  t 
will  hatch  a  larger  percenta^je  of  healthy,  vigu 
attention,  less  trouble  and  more  satisfactiu 


you,  ijcrsonally.   It  says  that  YOU 
'US  chicks,  with  less  oil,  less 
genuine,  patented 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR 

thin  in  any  other  make  or  you  iret  your  money  back.  The  t'enuine  Cyphers  is  the  only  pat- 
rnt  diaphragm,  non-inoisture.  self- ventilating,  self-res^iil  itin;;  incubr^t  r.  Adopted  and  en- 
1  ^rscd  by  30  Government  Experiment  Stations  and  use  !  >  in<  r^;  1  f.i'iirii;  f,  ,ultrymen  than 
ill  other  makes  combined .    Catilojjue  free  i  f  vou  nimf-  pTr^er     .-V'i^irf^t  rr^ire- 1  e 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO.   Bullalo.  N.Y..  Chicago,   Boston.   Now  York. 


PERFECT  POULTRY  PICTURES 

15 V  SKWELL. 

Those  pictures  aro  ArtisiR'  Proofs,  «ize  f'^  x  12J,  and  pi  inted  on  a  sploiuiid  quality  of  heavy  coated  paper. 
Coiuneloiit  aiitlioriiies  pronounce  ttiein  to  he  the  uiOHt  perfect  collection  of  ponltry  pictnreB  yet 
pru(luce<l.  Our  readers  can  secure  the  whole  series  at  very  Jitlle  expense  as  follow?:  Price  for  each 
breed  packed  in  a  slr^nii;  iiiailiiiK^  tube,  and  post  paUi  to  aiiv  a<kiress.  10  cents;  or  any  three,  if  'adered  at  one 
Iinu',2o cents.   OR  WII.I>  SKNI>  the  WHOLK  SEKiKS.  14  iu  all,  for  only  SI. 

To  any  Old  Subscriber  who  renews  and  sends  us  one  new  sniiscription  to  KAitM-POfLTKY  with  cash  $3 
for  l)oth.  we  will  send  threeof  lite  pictures  postpaiti  free  of  charge,  for  their  u-fdihie. 
't'he\  are  pictured  in  pairs,  and  the  Hi  t  eds  ai'e  as  follow  >  : 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  White  Wyandottes;. 

Partridge  Cochins.  S.  C  Brown  Leghorn.^. 

I.itrht  HralunaA.  W.  F.  Black  Spanir^Ii. 

White  Plymouth  Kocki*.  Silver  W  yandotte.«. 

Pekiii  I>u<-ki4.  Black  -"^linorcapi. 

Bud' Coeli  Ins.  .S.  t'.  White  Leghornti. 

P>roiize  Turkeys.  Buff  I'lymouth  Kockt*. 

Send  all  orders  with  casli  or  stumps  to 
FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  333  Summer  Street.  Boston,  Mass. 

One  Pigeon  Keeper's  Ideas. 


Er)IT(»R  Fah.m-1'oi  i.tky:— It  is  with 
pleasure  I  the  articles  on  pigeons 
.mil  think  they  will  be  appreciated  by 
a  large  number  of  your  reailers,  as 
many  of  them  keep  a  few  birds  and  like  to  £(et 
good  results.  An  exchan<je  of  ideas  with 
some  expert  advice  mixed  in  will  be  of 
material  benefit. 

A  few  years  ago  the  writer  started  with  a 
few  pairs  of  Homers  and  no  kuowle<Ige  out- 
side of  t'rof.  's  book.  Now  accepting;  that 

work  as  an  authority  and  following  the  rules 
laid  down  there,  I  find  other  experts  do  not 
agree  with  the  professor.  AVe  are  told  that 
pigeons  are  birds  of  great  tenacity  of  life,  very 
prolific,  require  little  or  no  care,  cost  but  a 
few  cents  for  feed,  eat  wheat  and  cracked 
corn,  water  ad  libitum,  and  so  on.  Now 
Mr.  Rice's  able  article  lays  especial  stress  upon 
separate  yards,  best  of  grains,  great  care  in 
avoiding  the  danger  of  drinking  from  water  in 
which  they  have  bathed,  etc. 

How  can  a  man  who  works  away  from  home 
all  day  keep  pigeons  and  conform  to  the  rules 
which  Mr.  Rice  savs  are  necessarv? 


He  cannot  empty  the  bath  pan  after  they 
have  contaminated  the  water,  neither  can  he 
feed  at  4.30  P.  M.,  or  remove  what  grain  they 
have  not  eaten  at  the  morning  meal.  The 
rules  laid  down  by  the  professor  suited  me 
inasmuch  as  I  could  conform  to  them, — that 
is,  till  the  self-feeding  hopper  with  grain  and 
let  them  eat  what  they  want.  Mr.  Rice  .«ays 
they  must  not  be  fed  out  of  doors,  Init  inside, 
and  only  what  they  will  eat  up  clean.  I  also 
have  trouble  with  the  squabs  getting  out  of 
their  nests  before  they  are  four  weeks  old. 
Yet  our  pigeon  sharp  illustrates  the  birds  still 
in  the  nappy  at  four  weeks  of  age. 

Mr.  Rice  says  wheat  is  not  a  good  summer 
feed,  and  the  cracked  corn  must  not  be  green. 
Now  the  corn  we  get  this  year  is  according  to 
those  ideas,  not  fit  for  pigeons.  Canada  peas 
are  too  expensive,  unless  we  expect  our 
pigeons  to  cost  about  S2  a  year  per  pair. 

We  also  read  that  8  lbs.  per  dozen  is  good 
marketalile  birds.  My  local  dealer  will  not 
touch  liirds  under  9  lbs.  per  dozen,  and  I  have 
not  seen  a  great  many  squabs  per  year  from 
each  pair  of  birds. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  there  has  been 
altogether  too  much  fancy  work  in  the  pigeon 
literature  circulated,  and  if  FaK-M-Poi'LTRy 
w  ill  give  its  readers  a  few  more '-fiicts"  it 
will  save  many  a  hard  working  man  from 
disappointment.  .\LFKKD  G.  Cr..\l!KF.. 


oramonltlnshen  newts  SHERIDAN'! 
CONDITION  l  OWDI  11.  It  put3  her  In 
condition,  makes  the  pi  umaee  grow  quick- 
ly and  gives  toe  gloss  bo  aiirsctire  In  show 
birds. 

^lieridaiVs 

CONDITIOM 

^  Powdee 

will  makB  chickens  healthy  and  tieep 
them  up  to  the  mnrk.  Aialies  young 
pullets  early  lavers  for  Octolx-r  eug 
prices.  It  you  can't  tuy  It  near  hoiuo 
we  will  send  one  pnoUaije  2i  o  nts; 
five.  11.00;  2lt>.  cnn»i  . 
'Ex.  paid.  Sample  i>ou:; 
-  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO 


Plx.  fi.OO. 
r  1  ree. 
Boston,  Mass. 


Molting  Hens 

If  vour  hens  are  shedding  their  feathers 
and  not  laving,  they  are  out  of  condition. 
The  best  poultry  authorities  say,  "When 
hens  are  in  condition  they  will  lay  perfect, 
eggs  and  plenty  of  them."  Then  help 
them  over  molting  time  or  ^-ouregg  profit 
will  be  lost.  Sheridan's  Conditiom 
Powder  will  help  the  molting  hens.  The 
process  of  molting  is  a  very  exhausting 
one.  The  growing  of  ne\>  feathers 
requires  all  the  nitrogen  and  phosphates 
in  the  food,  so  that  there  is  an  extra 
demand  upon  the  strength.  The  elements 
needed  by  poultry  at  molting,  in  addition 
to  good  food,  are*  contained  in  Sheri- 
d.\n"s  Condition  Powder  to  a  high 
degree.  Thousands  of  poultry  men  have 
proven  it  to  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold 
for  molting  hens. 

When  your  hens  show  signs  of  molting, 
feed  them  once  daily,  in  a  hot  bran  mash, 
Sheridan's  Powder  as  directed.  Do 
this  and  you  will  have  as  others  do  who 
have  tried  the  plan,  an  abundance  of  eggs 
to  sell  in  tlie  fall  and  winter  niontiiK 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  —  please  ihem  -  and  help  us. 


Karm=  Poultry 
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HARKET  REVIEW. 


BOSTON. 

rFroni  Boston  Produce  Market  Report,  A«g.4, 1904J. 


Eggs. 

Receipts.  rases. 

For  6  days   20,932 

Same  week  last  year   16,410 

Previous  6  days   15,644 

Since  April  1   572,846 

Same  time  last  1  ear   632,255 


Receipts  have  beeu  consideraljly  larger  than 
last  week,  but  tliere  has  been  little,  if  any, 
Increase  in  the  supply  of  choice  fresh  slock, 
and  on  best  grades  the  market  has  ruled  fairly 
steady.  The  weather  was  very  hot  early  in 
the  week,  demand  slack,  and  the  feeling  weak 
with  most  sales  of  western  firsts  at  about  IS.^c., 
and  very  few  from  northerly  sections  at  over 
19c.  A  good  many  fair  western  had  to  go  at 
17c.,  and  some  badly  heated  down  to  loti>16c. 
Since  Tuesday  the  weaiher  has  been  cooler, 
demand  has  improved  a  little,  and  at  the  close 
the  ruling  is  fairly  steady. 

Quotations  at  Mark. 

Fancy  hennery  26.  .'ff27 

Me.jVt.N.H.  and  York  stateextras  24.  .'525 
Me.,  Vt.,  and  N.  H.  fair  to  good...21.  .f»22 

York  state  firsts  'a22 

Michigan  extras  'ff'22 

Michigan  firsts  G'id 

Western  firsts,  northerly  sections.  ..19.  .fffilOi 

Other  western  firsts  184. (S19 

Western,  fair  to  good  17..'S)I7J 

Western,  poor  to  fair  15..@16 

Western  dirties  11.. '3)14 

Western  checks  10.  .mi 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  6  days  1,493  packages. 

Same  lime  last  year  1,318  " 

Receipts  have  been  moderate  for  the  past 
week.  Fowls  cleaned  up  well  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  and  with  moderate  arrivals  since 
then  choice  western  have  been  telling  gen- 
erally at  14c.,  closing  firm  at  that  figure. 
Spring  chickens  have  licen  quite  plenty  and  in 
rather  light  demand,  but  are  selling  more 
freely  at  the  close.  Old  cocks  have  ruled 
steady  at  O^c. 

Choice  eastern  fowls  have  been  in  steady 
demand  at  14'a)15c.  Nearby  broilers  in  full 
supply  and  a  shade  easier.  Ducks  steady  at 
15c. 


Fresh  Killed  Northern  and  Eastern. — 


Fowls,  choice   \i.  .rSXh 

Fowls,  common  to  gun. 1   12..S13 

Green  ducks  ^  \h   15.  .(S 

Nearby  Broilers  :— 

Choice  3  to  34  lbs.  to  pair,  W  lb  17.  .©19 

Pigeons,  choice  F  doz  $1.75(ffl 

Pigeons,  common  to  good  1  .OO0i$1.5O 

Squabs,     doz  1.20®  2.40 

Western  Iced  — 

Tui  keys,  choice  14.  .©15 

Turkeys,  common  to  gooil  D*  Hi  12.  MIZ 

Fowls,  choice  r  II  14.  .Tv 

Fowls,  common  to  good  13.  .(ffilSi 

Broilers,  3  lbs.  and  over  lo  pair  S*ll).15.  .©16 

Broilers,  small  I*  II  (5)14 

Old  cocks  ^  lb   94. /a 

Pigeons,  choice     dozen   f«$1.75 

Pigeons,  com.  to  good  ^  doz  CLOG'S)  1.50 

AVestern  Frozen  :  — 

Turkeys,  No.  1  18.. 

Chickens,  good  to  choice  14.  .''iil6 

Broilers,  14  to  2  lbs  14.  .SiXo 

Fowls,  choice  13.  M 

Live  Poultry. 


Receipts  of  fowls  have  been  moderate,  and 
we  have  had  a  good  steady  market  at  12c. 
Spring  chickens  have  been  in  full  supply  at  13 
S)  14c. 

Fowls  r  11)  12..®) 

Roosters  ^  lli   8.  .® 

Spring  chickens,  2  lbs.  and  over  Fib. 14. .® 
Spring  chickens,  small  13..® 


NEW  YORK. 

fFrom  The  Producers''  Price  CwrreHi,  Aug:nst  4,  1904J. 

Eggs. 

N.Y.  Mercantile  Excliange  Official  Quotations. 

Receipts  today,  8,464  cases ;  last  .six  days, 
04,400  cases;  previous  six  days,  72,457  cases. 
As  the  proportion  of  fine  to  fancy  e^sgs  is 
comparatively  small  and  decreasing  receipts 
have  resulted  iu  some  shortage  of  the  better 
qualities,  and  such  are  showing  a  stronger 
tone  with  a  slight  advance  in  prices.  At 
about  present  values  there  may  be  enough 
good  May  and  June  stock  available  to  fill  the 
gap,  but  this  is  uncertain.  As  the  fine  April 
packings  are  not  available  at  present  quota- 


tions for  competing  grades  of  fresh, the  tone 
is  firm  at  the  close.  The  best  of  the  medium 
grades  are  sharing  iu  the  improvement,  but 
ordinary  qualities  are  still  in  oversupply.aml 
moving  slowly  at  about  former  prices — say 
from  1.54c.  up  to  about  17c.  Good  seconds, 
however,  command  174®lSc.,  and  quotations 
for  firsts  and  extras  are  raised  ^it.  Dirties 
irregular;  fair  call  for  prime  light  loss  goods. 

Nearby  fresh  gathered  extras  ^doz.  0)22 

Nearby  fresh  gathered  firsts  19.  .@20 

Western  fresh  gathered  extras  ....204.021 

Western  fresh  gathered  firsts  19.  .(5)194 

Western  fresh  gathered  secon<ls..l64.®18 
Western,  fresh  gathered,  thirds.  .15.  .®16 
Kentucky  fresh  gathered  seconds.  .ir)..®17 
Tenn.  and  other  southern  seconds.  .1.54.'ffil6 


Southern,  inferior  *14..®15 

Western  dirties  No.  1,  candled. ...15. .0)154 

Western  dirties, No.  2  124.'ai4 

Checked  eggs  94.'a,124 


Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  today,  779  packages;  last  six  days, 
9,132  packages;  previous  six  days,  8,560 
packages;  corresponding  six  days  last  year, 
4,328  packages.  Fresh  deliveries  of  westei  n 
poultry  were  moderate  today,  though  some 
delayed  lots  to  come  in  later.  Fowls  con- 
tinue in  light  supply,  and  choice  grades 
firmly  held,  with  outside  buyers  finding  it 
difficult  to  secure  stock,  as  receivers  have 
hardly  sufficient  for  their  regular  trade. 
Really  fancy  large  chickens  in  fair  demand 
and  held  firmly,  but  medium  sizes  which 
comprise  bulk  of  the  supply  sell  slowly  at 
irregular  prices.  Nearby  springers  very  slow 
sale  and  tone  of  prices  easy.  Fresh  turkeys 
steady.  Long  Island  spring  ducks  in  fair 
supply  but  working  out  at  about  steady 
prices.  Western  spring  ducks  rarely  show 
desirable  quality.  Tame  squabs  plenty  and 
slow. 

Fresh  Killed  :— 

Turkeys,  western  hens,  average 

run   14.  .®15 

Turkeys,  western  toms,  average 

run   14.. 0)15 

Turkeys,  common   12.  .®13 

Broilers,  Phila.,  34  to  4  lbs.  to  i)air, 

per  lb  21.  .0)22 

Broilers, Phila.,  mixed  sizen,  per  lb.  17.  .0>19 
Broilers,  Penn.,34  to  4  lbs.  to  pair, 

fancy   18.  .®19 

Broilers,  state  and  Pa.  mixed  sizes. 15.  .0)17 
Broilers,  Penn.,  under  3  lbs.  to  pair, 

per  lb  13.. 014 

Broilers,  western,  largedry  picked.  0)16 
Broilers,  western,  large  scalded. ..15.  .0)1.54 
Broilers,  western    and  southern 

small   13.. 0)14 

P'ovvis,  western  dry  iiicUed,  aver- 
age best   0)134 

Fowls,  western   scalded,  average 

best   0)134 

Fowls,  southern  and  southwestern 

dry  picked,  average  best   ®134 

Fowls,  southern  and  southwestern 

scalded,  average  best   0'lo4 

Fowls,  fair  to  good  124.0)13 

Old  cocks,  ^  lb   0)  9 

Spring  ducks,  L.I.,  rib  15..®1.54 

Spring  ducks,  eastern,  r  lb   0)15 

Spring  ducks,  Jersey,  Pa.  and  Va., 

fancy    ®15 

Spring  ducks,  Jersey,  Pa.  and  A'a., 

fair  to  good  13.  .0)14 

Spring  geese,  eastern,  while  17.. 018 

Spring  geese,  eastern,  dark  14.  .0)16 

Squabs,  prime  large  white,  I*  doz.      0'$2  5O 

Squabs,  mixed, doz   0)  200 

Squabs,  dark,  If-  doz   0)  1  50 

Live  Poultry. 

Receipts  totlay,  5  cars  of  western  by  freight 
and  a  few  scattering  coops  by  express. 
Fowls  are  cleaning  up  promptly  on  arrival, 
and  prices  firmly  held.  Chickens  rather 
slow,  but  held  about  steady.  Turkeys  sell 
fairly.  Ducks  and  geese  about  steady.  Live 
pigeons  slow. 

Spring  chickens,  neai'by  and  west- 


ern, rib   0)16 

Spring  chickens,  souiheiu  ami 

southwestern  r  lli   ®14 

Fowls,  r  lb   0114 

Roosters,  r  Hi   ®  9 

Turkeys,  r  lb   0)12 


Ducks,  western  average,  r  p;Mr..  70.  .0)80 


August  13 

Ducks,  southern  and  southwestern, 

r  pair  40.  M  60 

Geese,  western  average,  r  pair... $1  OO0)fl  25 
Geese,  southern  and  southwestern 

average,  r  pair  90®  1  00 

Live  pigeons,  r  pair   020 


PHILADELPHIA. 

[From  official  martcet  report  of  the  riiiladelphia 
Produce  Exchange,  August  ■%  1904J. 

Eggs.  —  Receipts  today,  2,767  crates.  A 
firmer  feeling  has  characterized  this  market 
during  the  last  few  days,  as  receipts  from 
nearby  points  have  fallen  off  and  arrivals  from 
the  west  have  continued  light.  Many  lols 
show  defective  quality,  which  causes  irregu- 
larity in  prices,  but  there  is  a  good  inquiry 
for  all  strictly  choice  stock,  the  supply  of 
which  is  well  cleaned  up  at  full  rates. 

The  following  are  loda3''s  official  quolalious  of  the 
Butter  and  Egg  Hoard  of  the  Produce  Excliantie; 

Penna.  and  nearby,  extra,  at  mark  0194 
Penna.  and  nearby,  firsts,  at  mark.  0)18 
Penna.  and  nearby ,seconds,  at  marklG.  .®17 
Penna.  and  nearby, thirds,  atmark.l2.  .®15 

Western,  extra,  at  mark   0)20 

Western,  firsts,  at  mark  18..®19 

W^estern,  seconds,  at  mai  l;  14. .016 

Southwestern,  firsts,  at  mark   ®17 

Live  Poultry. — Supplies  are  moderate  and 
the  market  is  quiet,  with  no  important  changes 
in''prices. 

Fowls,  hens  144  ®15 

Old  roosters   9.  .010 

Spring  chickens,  as  to  size  14.  .®16 

Ducks, old  12.  .®13 

Ducks,  young  13.  .®134 

Dressed  Poultry.— i;ecei]its  of  fowls  are 
light,  and  there  is  a  quick  outlet  for  desirable 
stock  at  firm  prices.  Chickens  have  declined 
under  more  liberal  receipts.  At  revised  quo- 
tations there  is  a  lair  demand  for  choice  heavy 
stock,  but  much  of  the  supply  consists  of 
undersized  and  unattractive  chickens,  which 
have  to  be  sold  at  buyers'  prices. 

Fowls,  fresh  killed,  choice   ®14 

Fowls,  fresh  killed,  fair  to  good. .  .13.  .®134 

Old  roosters   ®  9 

Chickens,  nearliy ,  choice,  weighing 

3®4  lbs.  r  pair  18.  .®20 

Chickens,  nearby,  fair  to  good  16.  .fa)17 

Chickens,  western,  weighing  4f<5 

lbs.  per  pair  16.  .®18 

Chickens,  western,  sm:iller  sizes  .  ,14.  .*(  I.") 

Chickens,  western,  scalded  13.. 015 

Squabs,  white,  r  dozen  OO0$2  25 

Squabs,  dark,  r  dozen    1  25®  1  50 


Poultry  at  New  York  State  Fair. 


The  poultry  exhibit  at  the  New  York  State 
Fair,  which  is  to  be  held  September  5th  to 
10th,  gives  promise  of  an  especially  good  one; 
considerable  new  interest  is  being  taken  in  it, 
this  interest  being  awakened  by  the  announce- 
ment of  the  provision  of  new  coops.  Those 
interested  will  have  to  thank  the  efficient 
superintendent  of  the  past  several  years,  Mr. 
John  D.  Jaquins,  who  has  done  much  to  help 
the  poultry  interest  here. 

The  Empire  Cooping  Company  will  furnish 
these  new  coops,  and  superintendent  Jaquins 
has  promised  an  innovation  with  regard  to 
la\  ing  out  the  floor  plan  for  them. 

Sufficient  interest  has  not  been  taken  In  this 
show  by  the  poultrymen  of  this  state;  an 
indittercnce  has  been  displayed  In  both  inter- 
est and  support.  This  Is  not  what  will  lead  to 
betlei-  things  on  the  part  of  the  management, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  breeders  take  a 
greater  pride  and  help  by  exhibiting,  and  a 
greater  interest  to  make  this  an  even  greater 
show  than  it  is. 

A  very  liberal  classification  of  the  ditferent 
varieties  has  been  pi-ovided  for,  the  premiums 
are  liberal,  and  with  able  assistance  to  help 
care  for  the  exhibits,  every  inducement  Is 
oflTered  to  breeders  to  make  a  display. 

The  New  Yoi  k  State  Poultry  Society  will 
meet  on  the  fair  grounds  Wednesday,  Septem- 
ber 7tli.  Members  are  requested  to  be  pres- 
ent. Those  who  are  desirous  of  joining  can 
obtain  application  blanks  by  addressing  the 
secretary.  W.  C  DENNY. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 


